

U.S. embassy to close today 

AMMAN (AFP) — TTk United Stales embassy in 
Amman has decided to dose us dooni today as the Itkeli 
hoodofstriteon «aghboohn g Iraq increases, a western 
diplomat said here Wednesday. "The U.S. embassy along 
wicb ali Araencan agencies m Jordan have received orders 
sd close on Thursday,” the diplomat said. The source said 
rnibassy^wouW also be dosed Friday and Satuidav as 
pptal’ addii«.ihai it was “not certain" whether or not' the 
iijrfW would reopen Sunday. The British embassy in 
Amman, meanwhile, has stepped up security and advised 
its nationals to be alert, although the embassy itself will 
remain open Thursday, *e diplomat said Jordan’s coali- 
tion of opposition parties supports Baghdad and frequent- 
ly lashes out at the United States and Britain tor their 
“aggressive stance” against Iraq. 
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Jordan closes 
border with Iraq 

AMMAN fJ.T.) — Jordan 
e^ty today dosed its borders 
with Iraq as a precautionary 
o^asure to prevent an influx of 
refugees to the Kingdom. Inte- 
rior Minister Nayef Qadi said. 
■'Yte have closed our bonders 
with Iraq, and we don't intend 
; to permit the entry of people 
. coming from Iraq,” Qadi told 
the Jordan Times. "Our 
‘ instnictions are to prevent any 
’ possible waves of refugees 
\ font Iraq to Jordan as a result 
f of die military strike," the min- 
f isttr told the Jordan Times. 

Qadi reiterated the govem- 
i (rent’s position that "Jondan 
wiO not open its batters for 
js&igees, but ailbe same time, 
will be willing to offer any 
potable assistance and help, if 
i^ected, on the Iraqi side [of the 
border!-'' However, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, reported 
that until around 130 am in 
the morning .- passenger move- 
ment between Iraq and Jordan 
proceeded as normal with no 
sign of crowding in the 
Ruaefched area. Hundreds of 
thousands of refugees fleeing 
Iraq flooded Jordan during the 
gist Gulf war, severely bur- 
dening the Kingdom's econo- 
iny. 


Israel ‘ready’ 


. . TEL AVIV 
?r S hOIS Israel said 


(Agencies! — 
Thursday its 
»grj [jy fj, defences were "ready” as U.S. 
1 and British air strikes on Bagh- 
, dad began but added it hoped 
\V\.APi-i fat it would not be involved in 
r.o-asr^cwflfcL ‘‘Our defences are 
?_ji fy^jeady ” said Avi Benayahu, a 
Moi }' spofeeanan for Israeli Defence 
Vi .[ \ Miraster Yitzhak MordechaL 
firetoa*; ‘ f ^timewearenotimplicat- 
VircDHi; ^ ^ I hope we will not ba” 
B®ayahusaid. 

. Car bums near 

-j-ffl.fcdSWIte House 

-irinNT TO 

5 WASHINGTON (AFP; — A 
;i -:k m« ■/ w caught fire Wednesday 
fire sjnfi;, inside die security zone near 
„ V in Jia \ fa White House, bm officials 
pr.niK* 4- coild not immediately say 
, K , ;h* is what caused it The fire — 
; .<hls. r which was quickly controlled 
— began shortly after U.S. 
rfSoals announced that farces 
had begun air strikes against 
tagets in Iraq. 
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Charity says wait 
lor Santa flight 
before bombing 

1 ■ REYKJAVIK (Ri - An Ice- 

'’I „$• Jffldic ebarity said on Wednes- 
? ! 10*, ^ n would plead with the 

United Nations to stop possi- 
ble nalitaiy fire on Iraq as it 
was preparing to fly in gifts 
and medical aid to Iraqi chil- 
li" ,.tr& ^ ‘Toothing justifies bomb- 
r- ®ginnocent children. We want 

say bold your fire — Santa’s 
ji!-p iir V a ttis way,” said Thor Mag- 
ls'iK y nasson, founder of tbe charity 
l!K i.v' 2000 International Last 
ftar the cfaarhy obtained per- 
aih' -. *®samt to fly a civilian aircraft 

to'Ba^idad despite tight con- 
nt* Iraqi airspace. Tbe 

; ^o^saidiijiHj sent a letterto 

UN. Secretaiy General Kofi 
.'I ^ ^ Aiaian asking fix the same 
pnission earlier this month 
“a had not yet received a 
^ponse. Icelandic children 
gg 01 |U Me donated thousands of 
(hr this year’s flight 

Inin releases 
>196 Iraqi PoWs 

1 

io.- Baghdad iapj — I ran on 

t V "Mnestky rekased 196 Iraqi 

J6 non-Iraqi sokfiers cap- 
the 1980-88 war. 
. — -^aalCanmitteeof 
ri- “pRfid Cross (1CRQ said 

i? V' 1 ICRC said in a statement 
pS. 1 ^ resaams of one Iraqi 
l '\ iV ^ was also handed over to 
dudr^ frie prisoners’ 
i-Mund- 
on the Iran- 
borden It did not 
h—j the 16 non-Iraqi 
but many Egyptians 
Pakstiniazs living in Iraq 
^ volunteered to fight for 
in the war. 
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U.S. launches ‘substantial’ strikes against Iraq 

China condemns use 


Agencies 

ANTI-AIRCRAFT guns 
opened fire repeatedly in 
Baghdad Thursday as the 
United States launched 
“substantial military 
strikes” against Iraq. There 
was no word on casualties. 

The firing lit up the night 
sky, created loud explosions 
and violently shook win- 
dow's of the Information 
Ministry building near the 
center of Baghdad, where 
foreign reporters are 
required to work from. 

After the first round of 
anti-aircraft firing at 12:49 
a.m. (2149 GMT Wednes- 
day), the capital was shaken 
by a second round of explo- 
sions at 1:00 am, Thursday 
(2200 GMT Wednesday), 
lasted about 30 seconds. A 
third round of blasts hit 
Baghdad for less than a 
minute at 2:29 a.m (2329 
GMT Wednesday). 

At least one incoming 
blast was heard and a huge 
fiery glow lit the horizon. 
Cable News Network 
(CNN) said. Orange glows 
streaked toward the sky as 
the anti-aircraft guns let 
loose volley after volley of 
shots. 

Shortly after tbe second 
round of firing. White 
House spokesman Joe 
Lockhart said the U.S. mili- 
tary forces “have launched a 
substantial military strikes 
against Iraq.” 

Military officials said the 
attacks involved long-range 
missiles. 

It was not immediately 
dear which sites were tar- 
geted and if the attack 
accomplished its mission. 

But President Bill Clin- 
ton. in a nationally televised 
address, said he ordered 
airs trikes on military and 
security targets, saying that 
if left unchecked Iraqi Pres- 
ident Saddam Husseui 


would use chemical and 
biological weapons. 

“I have ordered a strong, 
sustained series of air 
strikes against Iraq,” he 
said. 

Clinton said he had acted 
quickly to avoid launching 
military action during the 
Holy Month of Ramadan. 

Clinton, speaking from 
the Oval Office, said he 
acted “to protect the nation- 
al interest of the United 
States” and Iraq's neigh- 
bours in the Middle East. 

“Saddam Hussein must 
not be allowed to threaten 
his neighbours with nuclear 
weapons, poison gas or bio- 
logical weapons,” he said. 

“Iraqi leaders were wrong 
if they thought the impeach- 
ment debate here would dis- 
tract U.S. officials from 
Baghdad's standoff with 
U.N. arms inspectors," 
Clinton said. 

Iraqi President Sad dam 
Hussein “may have thought 
the serious debate ... would 
distract America or weaken 
our resolve... but when we 
must act in America’s vital 
interest we will do so,” he 
said. 

Senate Majority leader 
Trent Lott criticised the mil- 
itary action even before it 
was formally announced. 

“While I have been 
assured by administration 
officials that there is no con- 
nection with the impeach- 
ment process in the House 
of Representatives, I cannot 
support this military action 
in the Persian Gulf at this 
time.” his statement said. 

“Both the timin g and the 
policy are subject to ques- 
tion,” he said in a statement 
British Prime Minister 
Tony BJair told reporters 
British involvement in the 
operation dubbed “Desert 
Fox” would be significant 

(Continued on page 12) 



of force against Iraq 


Unidentified UJN. weapons inspectors carry their belongings on their arrival in 
Amman. Twenty inspectors arrived here on Wednesday after the U.N. ordered them 
to leave Baghdad (Reuters photo) 

Jordan following crisis closely 


AMMAN (J.T.l — Prime Min- 
ister Fayez Tarawneh said Jor- 
dan was following the situation 
in Iraq with extreme concern. 

“We are following ibis morn- 
ing’s developments very close- 
ly and with the utmosr serious- 
ness,” said Prime Minister 
Fayez Tarawneh referring to 
the evacuation of UN. 
weapons inspectors from Iraq 
earlier Wednesday. 

Addressing a Lower House 
of Parliament session on 
Wednesday, Tarawneh told 
deputies he saw the evacua- 
tions very "worrying.'' 

Foreign minister Abdul Bah 
A1 Khatib said resating to mil- 
itary action would not resolve 
the problem of weapons of 
mass destruction. 

‘The best means to resolving 
tbe crisis would be to adhere to 
(resolutions of) international 
legitimacy to arrive at a com- 


prehensive review with the 
objective of ending tbe suffer- 
ing of the brotherly Iraqi peo- 
ple,” Khatib said in a statement 
carried by tbe Jordan News 
Ageny, Petra. 

The Lower House, mean- 
while. denounced renewed 
U.S. military threats against 
Iraq and called on the interna- 
tional community to intervene 
in order to stop the escalation 
of the latest UN.-lraq crisis. 

A statement issued by the 
House following a regular ses- 
sion said: ‘The Lower House 
of Parliament has been follow- 
ing with deep concern the Jaresr 
crisis and hopes the world 
community will step in and 
stop the escalation, which 
could lead to further suffering 
for tbe Iraqi people." 

‘The House believes that the 
use of force is not a way to set- 
tle disputes among nations and 


believes that no country is enti- 
tled to implement U.N. resolu- 
tions alone, since such a task 
falls within (he jurisdiction of 
the world organisation.” the 
statement continued 

Tbe House called on the 
world community "to con- 
demn any use of force against 
Iraq" while urging the country 
to be “fully committed to the 
requirements of (he interna- 
tional community.” It also 
asked U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan to undertake the 
task of sealing the dispute in a 
manner that would “safeguard 
Iraq’s sovereignty and territori- 
al integrity.” 

The statement demanded that 
the parliaments of Arab coun- 
tries adopt a unified stand in the 
face of any aggressive acts 
against Iraq and find a way to 
help the Iraqi people out of 
their present ordeaL 


Agencies 

CHINA CONDEMNED the 
use of force against Iraq 
Wednesday as an emergency 
meeting of the U.N. Security 
Council broke up alter reports 
that the U.S. had launched a 
bombing campaign against 
Iraq. 

A badly divided council had 
been discussing a report by 
chief UN. weapons inspector 
Richard Butler which conclud- 
ed that Iraq had not kept its 
promise to cooperate with 
inspectors during the past 
month. 

The council was expected to 
meet again late Wednesday 
after diplomats consult their 
capitals. 

Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan emerged from the 
emergency council meeting 
looking grim. Asked whether 
he had any comment on reports 
that Baghdad was being 
bombed, he replied: “No com- 
ment.” 

Iraq’s U.N. Ambassador 
Nizar Hamdoon met Annan 
before the attacks began and 
asked him "to uy to do what- 
ever in his capacity to dissuade 
certain members of the Securi- 
ty Council not to do anything 
that has not been adopted by 
the Security Council.” 

But it was too late and the 
Iraqi envoy appeared resigned 
to a U.S. attack. “It looks like 
the United Stales is determined 
to go tor a military' strike 
regardless of what the Security 
Council membership feel 
about it, and that’s very bad.” 
Hamdoon said. 

The United Stares and 
Britain called off ainmkes 
after Iraq promised on Nov. 14 
to cooperate ftiUy with the 


weapons inspectors and allow 
unfettered access to all sites 
and documents. But after But- 
ler reported Tuesday that “Iraq 
did not provide the full cooper- 
ation it promised" the prospect 
of military action intensified. 

The United States and 
Britain insist they have author- 
ity under previous Security 1 
Council resolutions to attack 
Iraq in an effort to force Bagh- 
dad's full compliance with the 
inspectors. 

But Iraq’s most vocal sup- 
porters on the council — Rus- 
sia, France and China — insist 
the Security Council must 
sanction any military action. 

China's UN. Ambassador 
Qin Huasen was visibly angry 
when he emerged from the 
meeting. "There is absolutely 
no excuse or pretext to use 
force against Iraq,” he said. 
“The use of force not only has 
serious consequences for the 
implementation of Security 
Council resolutions but also 
poses a threat to international 
as well as regional stability.” 

The council is also divided 
over the negative tone of But- 
ler’s report and his decision to 
evacuate all inspectors from 
Baghdad without consulting 
council members. 

In his report Tuesday to 
Annan. Butler said Iraq had 
imposed new restrictions on 
the work of the UN. Special 
Commission, known as 
UNSCOM. which he heads. 
And he said Iraq's conduct 
over the past month “ensured 
that no progress was able to be 
made in either the fields of dis- 
armament or accounting fa its 
prohibited weapons pro- 
grammes.” 

(Continued on page 12) 


Government to issue decision on 
IPC pipelines case on Saturday 


BY Caroline Faraj 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment is to decide the fate of 
the Iraqi Petroleum Compa- 
ny (IPC) pipelines sale next 
Saturday, Minister of Water 
and Energy Hani Mulki said 
Wednesday after submitting 
an official report on the case 
to the Parliament. 

“The government’s deci- 
sion on the IPC case will be 
clear on Saturday, but after 
we look into the report” 
Mulki told tbe Jordan Times. 

Mulki w<ho yesterday sub- 
mitted to the Lower House 
Committee for Energy and 
Natural Resources the full 
report of the official investi- 
gation on the IPC. hoping to 
get their evaluation soon. 

■*We gave the Lower House 
committee the full report 


with all the investigation 
committee comments on it,” 
Mulki said. “Then the gov- 
ernment will make tire prop- 
er decision based on all par- 
ties' views,” he added. 

“We cannot confiscate 
opinions... Each one has the 
right to have his own evalua- 
tion. and to decide who is 
right and wrong,” Mulki said. 

The final 27- page report 
included all comments and 
evaluations, in addition to a 
supplementary report of the 
Audit Bureau member in tbe 
official committee. 

Deputy Ali Abu Rbaiha, 
head of the Lower House 
Committee for Energy and 
Natural Resources, com- 
mented on the report after the 
meeting, saying,” It is clear 
that there are differences in 
the views of the official 


investigation committee, 
especially in the value and 
the possible uses of the 
pipelines.” 

“We need to study the 
report carefully, although it is 
clear that there was negli- 
gence and squandering of 
public funds." said Abu 
Rbaiha, 

He pointed to die reserva- 
tion raised by the Audit 
Bureau member about the 
report. 

Mulki, however said the 
government gave the full 
detailed report to the com- 
mittee, “ because we wanted 
the report to list every mem- 
bers' reservation a evalua- 
tion on fair grounds. We can- 
not confiscate opinions,” he 
added. 

( Con tinned on page 12) 


Netanyahu to call early polls unless 
Knesset backs his peace policy 


tel AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu announced 

Wednesday that he will call 
esiriy elections unless parity 
ment gives its formal support 
Mondav to his tough stance in 
peace negotiations with *e 
Palestinians. 

Netanyahu said he would 
ask his cabinet on Sunday and 
tbe Knesset Israel's parira- 
ment on Monday to approve 
five conditions he has set 
down for implementing lur- 
ther West Bank withdrawals 
required by *e recent Wye 
River accord “If ^ Kl J? set 
doesn't approve this on Mon- 
will have to go to early 


elections,” he told a meeting of 
his right-wing Likud Party. 

Netanyahu made the sur- 
prise announcement as he 
faced a parliamentary motion 
of no confidence scheduled for 
Monday which politicians 
from both the right and left 
said he would likely lose. 

Hardline nationalist parties 
which theoretically have the 
votes in parliament to defeat 
Netanyahu have vowed to 
bring him down unless he 
definitively abandons the Wye 
River land-for-security accord. 

A quick straw poll by Israel 
television said 65 of the Knes- 
set’s 12) MPs planned to vote 
against supporting his policy. 


thereby ensuring early elec- 
tions. 

Given the likelihood he will 
go down in defeat one way cm* 
another in the Knesset on 
Monday, most politicians 
viewed Wednesday’s 

announcement not as a gen- 
uine plea for policy support 
but instead as the opening 
salvo in an election campaign. 

“Since there is virtually no 
chance that parliament backs 
his motion, it is clear that on 
Monday we will announce 
early elections,” said Meir 
Shitreet the Likud parliamen- 
tary whip. 

(Continued on page 12) 


Lower House refers request to lift Deputy 
Abbadi’s immunity to its legal committee 


By Fairooz Abu-Ghazaleh 

AMMAN — Lower House 
Speaker Abdul Uadi Majali on 
Wednesday asked the House 
Legal Committee to look into 
a written request by tbe prose- 
cutor general to lift the immu- 
nity of Deputy Ahmad Oweidi 
AbbadL The prosecutor gener- 
al at the Criminal Court sent 
the request to Majali on Tues- 
day asking the House to lift the 
immunity of Abbadi to face 
charges of sexual a&saulL 
According to House regula- 
tions, cases concerning immu- 
nity of deputies are referred to 


the Legal Committee, which 
reviews them and issues its 
recommendations to the 
House in a period not exceed- 
ing two weeks. 

Abbadi could not be reached 
for comment yesterday. How- 
ever, before attending 
Wednesday’s session. Abbadi 
told the press that the allega- 
tions levelled against him were 
not true and said he felt that he 
was being “framed.” 

The Constitution stipulates 
that “senators and deputies 
cannot be detained or prose- 
cuted while Parliament is in 
session unless an absolute 


majority’ of the chamber to 
which the deputy or senator 
belongs finds enough evi- 
dence to detain or prosecute 
tbe member." 

One deputy said that 
although Abbadi is not very 
popular among his colleagues, 
he did nor believe the House 
would vote to lift his immuni- 
ty- 

Since 1989. the House never 
lifted the immunity of any 
deputy; it turned down two 
similar requests involving for- 
mer deputies Yaqoub Qarrush 
and Jamal Khrcisliah. 

Informed sources told the 


Jordan Times that the woman 
who has pressed charges of 
sexual assault against Abbadi 
allegedly had an affair with the 
deputy after he promised to 
many her. 

Upset by a news report car- 
ried by the Joniui News 
Agency. Petra, which on Tues- 
day said the speaker received a 
written request involving 
Abbadi’s immunity from the 
prosecutor general. Majali told 
the House at the opening of 
yesterday’s session the Petra 
report was ‘inaccurate." 

(Continued on page 12) 


Arafat denounces Israeli 
suspension of pullback 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat denounced as 
“dangerous" an Israeli 
decision Wednesday to 
delay a further West Bank 
pullback required this week 
under the Wye River peace 
accord. 

But a senior official of his 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA)said their 
side would continue to hon- 
our its commitments under 
the Wye agreement despite 
Israel’s backtracking. 

“This is an obviously 
dangerous violation of the 
agreement and I don’t think 
the American government 
or President Clinton will 
agree io this,” Arafat said 
of the Israeli decision after 
returning from talks in 
Egypt with President Hosni 
Mubarak. 

Nabil Shaath, a PNA min- 


ister who was standing by 
Arafat’s side, then denied 
comments by another 
Palestinian official who had 
threatened to suspend its 
side of the Wye agreement. 

“I’d like to make it very' 
clear, we’ve carried out ali 
our commitments and we 
shall continue to carry out 
all our commitments with- 
out any limits.” Shaath told 
reporters as Arafat listened 
on. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu told 
a cabinet meeting earlier 
Wednesday that the PNA 
was still not honouring its 
commitments under the 
U.S.-brokered Wye agree- 
ment and as a result there 
would be no further land 
transfer on Friday as 
required by the accord. 

(Continued on page 12) 


JORDAN 

DIARY 

1999 


iP=>r£EH] 

kps 

lafej 


Tk- of Jcria*M 


pRoditffl) fey rhe InT«iM7i0flflI Press Of pee of The 
Royal Hiisfet’ffliTts Court 

Now available at bookshops in 
Amman, Aqaba and Petra 






2 Home & Middle East News 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, December 17-18,1998 


Big increase in Jewish 
settlement construction, 
Peace Now says 


TELAVTV ( AP) — Israel has 
allowed the construction of 
housing in Jewish settle- 
ments in the Wesr Bank to 
more than double. Peace 
Now said Wednesday, an 
assessment likely to further 
anger Pal estinians already 
frustrated with the peace 
process. 

There were 1,420 homes 
started in the settlements in 
the first half of 1998, the 
leader of the peace activist 
group said in a statement, 
136 per cent more than in the 
same period last year. 

In the second half of 1998. 
construction of 640 homes 
began in the settlements, 121 
per cent more than in the 
same period of 1997, Mossi 
Raz said. 

The figures were obtained 
from a report of the Israeli 
government's Central 

Bureau of Statistics, Raz 
said. 

Only a minority of the 


houses were being built by 
the government itself, but 
private construction requires 
government approval. 

Settlers have placed mobile 
homes on eight new sites in 
the vicinity of the settlements 
since US. -brokered negotia- 
tions at Wye River. Mary- 
land, revived the peace 
process between Israel and 
the Palestinians in October. 

Foreign Minister Ariel 
Sharon has called on the set- 
tlers to seize the hilltops to 
ensure that they do not come 
under Palestinian control. 

Peace Now said that its 
officials spotted 43 trailers on 
hilltops in a helicopter flight. 

The Pales tinians , who wish 
to establish an independent 
state in the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip, say settle- 
ment expansion violates the 
1993 Oslo accords because it 
is a unilateral act which 
threatens to predetermine the 
final outcome of negotia- 


tions. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyarain Netanyahu main- 
tains that expansion of the 
settlements is not prohibited 
by the Oslo accords and that 
the settlements should be 
expanded to accommodate 
“natural population growth." 

The Palestinians accused 
Netanyahu this week of not 
being serious about the Wye 
accords because of his 
refusal to move ahead with a 
scheduled troop withdrawal 
from the West Bank and with 
prisoner releases. 

Netanyahu says he wants 
to see solid evidence that the 
Palestinians are containing 
incitement and collecting 
illegal weapons. 

Peace Now leader Raz said 
the trailer parks are illegal 
and called on the Israeli Civil 
Administration in the West 
Bank to enforce the law and 
evacuate the settlers with 
their trailers. 



PALESTINIAN HOUSE DEMOLISHED IN JERUSALEM: Hafez Abu Baba’at watches Wednesday as Ms home 
is demolished in an Arab east Jerusalem neighbourhood. Baba ’’at said the Jerusalem municipality issued an 
order for Israeli police and border police to destroy the home, saying it was built without a permit. Baba’at and 
two brothers along with their families totalling 35 people lived in the home. Police arrested one of Baba’at’s 
brothers while the demolition was taking place (Reuters photo) 


Uproar in Israel over Clinton comparison 


Militants in PNA 
jail announce 
hunger strike 


JENIN (AFP) — Eight 
Islamists jailed in this 
Palestinian-run town 
announced Wedneday that 
they had started a hunger 
strike in protest at their 
detention and in solidarity 
with Palestinians impris- 
oned in Israel. 

The eight, all members of 
the radical Islamic Jihad 
movement and the only 
political detainees in the 
Jenin jail, announced their 
strike in a message sent to 
reporters from the prison. 

The militants complained 
they had been held without 
trial as part of a crackdown 
by the Palestinian National 
Authority on Islamic radi- 
cals and other opponents of 
peace accords with Israel. 

“We call on our people to 
support our request for 
release since we have all 
been freed from Israeli jails 
and have been rearrested 
on orders from the 
Israelis," they said in their 
statement. 

They also said their 
protest was a show of soli- 
darity with the more than 
2,000 political detainees in 
Israeli jails who ended a 
10-day hunger strike of 
their own Tuesday. 

The prisoners in Israel 


had been protesting against 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamiii Netanyahu’s 
decision to free mostly 
common criminals rather 
than political detainees 
among the 750 Palestinians 
he agreed to release under 
the October Wye River 
peace accord. 

Netanyahu has firmly 
refused to release the vast 
majority of political prison- 
ers on the grounds they 
have Israeli “blood on their 
hands." even though a large 
number of the detainees 
were arrested prior to the 
Oslo peace agreements and 
belong to groups which 
signed onto the accords. 
*His decision sparked a 
wave of violent protests in 
the Palestinian territories 
which led to an Israeli deci- 
sion last week to suspend a 
further West Bank with- 
drawal required by the Wye 
accords. 

Netanyahu confirmed 
Wednesday that he would 
not order the new pullback 
by Friday as required by 
the Wye agreement, saying 
the Palestinians were not 
living up to their obliga- 
tions under the accord, 
notably by allowing the 
recent protest violence. 


TEL AVTV (AP) — It was 
meant as a reconciliatocy 
moment: a husky- voiced Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton describing 
“profoundly emotional’* meet- 
ings with Palestinian children 
with fathers in Israeli jails and 
Israeli children whose fathers 
were killed in die conflict with 
Palestinians. 

Instead, die comment 
touched a raw nerve in Israel, 
triggering an outcry over what 
was perceived as too close a 
parallel drawn between the suf- 
ferings of Israeli tenor victims 
and Palestinian attackers. 

The uproar; which dearly 
caught the Americans by sur- 
prise. illustrates how even 
someone who knows die 
Mideast minefield as well as 
Clinton does can easily make a 
misstep. 

On both sides, certain topes 
— and die code words for them 
— are so emotionally freighted 
that the simplest and most well- 


meaning observation can ignite 
a firestorm. 

■*I thought it was a very pow- 
erful way of making a point that 
people here have suffered on 
both sides," Clinton's national 
security adviser, Sandy Berger, 
told reporters in response to the 
Israeli criticism. 

The incident occurred as 
Clinton appealed for Israel and 
the Palestinians to press ahead 
with the land-for-security 
accord signed Oct 23 in Wash- 
ington. 

Addressing a historic session 
of the Palestinians’ parliament- 
in-exiJe in Gaza City on Mon- 
day, he described separate 
meetings with Palestinian chil- 
dren whose fathers were 
imprisoned for anti-Israel activ- 
ity and Israeli youngsters 
whose fathers had been tolled. 

'Those children brought tears 
to my eyes," Clinton said, his 
voice nearly cracking. “We 
have to find a way for both sets 


of children to get their lives 
back and to go forward." 

Within hours, Israelis from 
across the political spectrum 
were voicing objections. Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu’s assessment — 
though subdued compared to 
his broadsides of recent days — 
was nonetheless a rebuke. 

*1 don’t know what foe presi- 
dent meant by it, but it came out 
as though there's a comparison 
between foe suffering of foe 
children of foe murderers and 
the children of those who were 
murdered," the prime minister 
stud at a news conference. 

Even former Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres, a strong sup- 
porter of Clinton and the peace 
process, said the president had 
“slipped up. ... He made a mis- 
take in foe comparison." 

Press commentary reflected 
the widely held Israeli view that 
outsiders simply do not under- 
stand what it is like to live in a 


country burdened by rite daily 
threat of suicide bombings and 
other attacks aimed at civilians. 

Clinton's “equation of chil- 
dren whose parents are in 
Israeli prisons and children 
who lost their parents in acts of 
terror is unjust,” commentator 
Nahum Bamea, whose son 
died in a bus bombing Heady 
three years ago. wrote in Tues- 
day's editions of foe Yediot 
daily. “Clinton is too intelligent 
not to know that not all tears are 
equal." 

Outside Clinton's hold, rela- 
tives of the victims of Palestin- 
ian attacks staged a protest 
Tuesday to denounce the 
remarks. West Bank settler 
Yoel Tznr. whose wife and son 
were killed in a shooting near 
foe town of RamaHah two years 
ago. said the comparison 
reflected a ‘lack of balance." 

In talking about how the 
Israeli and Palestinian children 
affected him, Clinton might 


have thought he was making a 
point about common experi- 
ence that few would quarrel 
with — especially his conclu- 
sion that “neither side has a 
monopoly on pain or virtue." In 
fact, forrxjgfaocr decades of 
conflict both Israel and foe 
Palestinians have always resist- 
ed acknowledging the other's 
s uffering . Many Palestinians 
speak slightingly of the Holo- 
caust; Israel this year celebrated 
the 50th anniversary of its inde- 
pendence with little mention 
that their new state spawned 
hundreds of thousands of 
Palestinian refugees. 

For their part, the Palestinians 
see anyone jafled in foe struggle 
against the 30-year Israeli mili- 
tary occupation — even those 
who carried out killings — asa 
fighter for the national cause, 
not a criminal. Hardly a Pales- 
tinian family has not had a rela- 
tive jailed at some point during 
foe Israeli occupation. 


Iran reformers say killings could spark crackdown 


TEHRAN (R) — Reformers backing 
Iranian President Mohammad Khatami 
cautioned on Wednesday that recent 
political murders could provide a pretext 
for a hardline crackdown, as the govern- 
ment told writers it was doing all it could 
ro end the killings. 

Officials have announced several 
arrests in connection with foe murders 
that have so far claimed at least three sec- 
ularist writers and two political dissi- 
dents. but tiie failure to provide details or 
to identity foe alleged killers has raised 


deep suspicions among pro-Khatami 
forces. 

The new Islamic Iran Participation 
Front, founded tins month by key pro- 
Khatami figures, challenged foe conserv- 
ative-run judiciary and security services 
to find tiie killers. 

The group did not overtly question the 
official view, expressed by Iran’s 
supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
that the murders were tied to hostile for- 
eign powers out to undermine the Islam- 
ic republic. But it said conservatives 


were exploiting the resultant fear and 
uncertainty for their own political aims. 

“The mysterious role of some dogmat- 
ic and totalitarian media, who have 
directed their explicit attacks at the presi- 
dent_indicates a calculated plan fix the 
suppression of civil liberties and creation 
of an atmosphere of panic,’’ the front said 
in a statement published on Wednesday. 

A coalition of moderate student groups 
demanded to know why the murders of 
figures associated with foe cotservatives, 
such as former prison chief Assadollah 


Lajevanh, were resolved quickly while 
officials appeared at a loss to halt the 
killing of dissident secularists. 

Some moderates have expressed con- 
cern that foe spate of killings could be 
part of a campaign by conservatives 
opposed to Khatami's liberal reforms to 
undermine his government 

But top conservative figures reiterated 
on Wednesday that only enemies, includ- 
ing Israel and foe United States, could 
benefit from a tenor campaign burring 
Iran’s national security. 


Ecevit dose 
to failure in 
bid to form 
Turkish 
government 

ANKARA (R) — Turkish 
leftist Bulem Ecevit appeared 
dose to failure on Wednesday 
in his efibns to fora foe coun- 
try s sixth government in three 
years. 

President Suleyman 
Dernirel nominated Ecevit 
earlier this month to form an 
administration that ootid 
shore up an ailing economy 
and steer the country to an 
early general election next 
April. 

But his attempts to glue 
together different shards of a 
parliament divided by person- 
al rivalries has gene badly and 
successive plans have been 
dashed. 

On Wednesday a conserva- 
tive who had trade up a sec- 
tion of Ecevit’s planned gov- 
ernment said the leftist should 
give up his hopes of bidding 
an administration and teU 
Dernirel he had failed. 

“Every 10 days he pulls a 
new government formula out 
of his hat_. It is clear Ecevit 
must hand back foe mandate,” 
former Prime Minister Tansu 
CiDer told her deputies in par- 
liament 

Parliamentary sources say 
Ecevit is likely to vish Dernirel 
on Friday amid uncertainty 
over whether be plans to throw 
in the towel or persevere. 

If Ecevit yields the mandate, 
Dernirel must find another 
prime minister-designate- if. 
by Jan. 10, no government has 
been found, the president is 
empowered to appoint aprime 
minister: Ministerial posts 
would have to be parodied out 
according to parties' parlia- 
mentary strength. 

Turkish shares ended the 
day 6.5 per cem down on pes- 
simism that a government 
would be formed in the near 
future. 

Political instability has 
plagued Turkey since 1995.. . 

Corruption charges downed 
the last government in 
November, just as signs began 
to emerge of a drastic slow- 
down of die country's econo- 
my. 

The caretaker govexnmen 
last week announced mea*. 
sures designed to shield foe' 
economy and boost stagnant 
exports but big business has 
called fix a stronger adminis- 
tration. 

Thritey is also embroDed in a 
dispute with Italy over Kur- 
dish rebel leader Abdullah 
Ocalan. An Italian court on 
Wednesday freed Ocalan, 
wanted in Turkey for treason 
and murder in his Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) cam- 
paign for Kurdish seif-rule. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 4773 III- 19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
Thursday Programmes 

15:10 Canton — Superman 

15:30 Science fiction - Space 
Precinct 

I6i30 Doc. -Science Show 

17:00 French Programme 

18:15 Drama — Sparks 

19:00 — Le Journal 

19:15 .French Programme 

19-J0 News Headlines 

19i35 -Comedy — Family Matters 
20:00 Doc. - Museums of the World 
20:30 Drama — Dr. Quinn the 
Medicine Woman 

21:10 Oprah Winfrey Show 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 -—Feature film — “Percy 

and Thunder" 

23:59 .Cbmedv— Dudiy 

OOuM) End of TX. 

Friday Programmes 
15:10 Cartoon — The Hunch- 
back of Notre Dame 

15:30 -.Treasure Hunt 

1&30 Feature film 

18:00 .The Simpsons 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 French Programme 

19:30 News Headlines 

19-J5 ...Comedy —The Fresh 
Prince of Bel-Air 

2(fc00 ... Cinema, Cinema 

20i30 -Drama - “Babylon - 5“ 

21:15 -Doc. - Every Man 

22:00 ....News m English 

22:30 .Drama — The X files 

23:10 Drama -The Preppie Murder 
23:59 J5nd of T.X. 


PRAYER TIMES 



11:32 

14:16 

16:39 

18:01 — 


Dhuhr 

‘Asr 


Maghreb 

'Isha 


05:02 

06:24 


Eajr 

(Sunrise) Duha 


CHURCHES 

Sl Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh. Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

SL Joseph Church TeL 4624590 

Terra Sanda Church TeL 4622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/4624811. 

SL Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 4771751. 

Amman International Church 

Tel. 5865897 

German-sp eaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 5811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
SaHe College TeL 5661757 
Church of tire Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fieh TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 

Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

Hie Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 4771331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Relative cold weather condi- 
tions will prevail and skies 
cloudy to partly cloudy. Scat- 
tered showers are expected in 
the northern and central parts 
of the Kingdom, and winds 
southwesterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, it will be moderate, 
winds northerly moderate, and 
seas calm. 

Amman 05/14 

Aqaba 10/21 

Deserts 03/17 

Jordan Valley 10/22 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 15. Aqaba 20 
Humidity readings: Amman 
51 per cent. Aqaba 44 per 
cent. 

Following are the tempera- 
tures expected today in the fol- 
lowing areas: 

Ajloun 04/10 

Jerash 10/16 

Urn Qays 08/15 

Madaba 05/13 

Petra .04/15 

Dead Sea 12/23 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dc 


Afif 


Sbukri .4898863 

Dr. NidalDahk-h 5827195 

Dc Yousef Naser 4751144 

De Hanna Mansour. — 4750197 

AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy 5661912 

AI Sal am Pharmacy 4636730 
Mayadab Pharmacy ...5537004 
Rukn AJ Datva Pharmacy 5536169 

IRBED: 

Dr. Issam Saffli_ _.{02)24685S 

Fou'ad Pharmacy .(02)275.160 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ratib Atallah (09)994424 

Palestine Pharmacy..(09)9S3562 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre..-.4637I 1 1 . 
Gvil Defence Deportment .5661 1 II 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue ... 4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Ftalice 1 92 . 462? 11 1.4637777 

Fire Brigade .4617101 

Blood Bank. 4775121 

Highway Police. 5343402 

Traffic olice. .4896390 

Public Security Dept.... .4630321 

Hotel Complaints 5605800 

Price Complaints. .5661 176 

Viter & Sewaag? GvnfLifffc 4897467 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints .‘4787111 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) .. _ 121 

Overseas Calls ...» .0132 

Central Amman Telephone Repairs 

.4623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs 5661 101 

Ionian Television 4773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 4774) 1 1 


Water Authority .5680 1 00 

J. Electricity Authority .5815615 

Electric Power Co 4636381 

RJ Flight Information 44-53200 
Queen Alia IniLAiipon ...44-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921199 

The Islamic, Abdli ...-»5666l31/7 
Hussein Medical Centre.,5856856 

luzmila 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity -4644281/6 

Akileh Maternity —4642441/2 

JabaJ Amman Maternity.^ 4642362 
Malhas. J. Amman. ._..4636140 
Palestine, Shrrsasani -...560707 1 
Shmeisara Hospital J56G743 1 

Jordan Hospital „56Q7550 

l/niveoiity Hospital — .5353444 
Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahli, Abdali .5664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 4777101/3 

Al-Bashir. —4775111/26 

Army. Maria .489161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital S157100 

Amal Hospital 5607155 

AI Amal Cancer Centre >5353000 

ZARQA: 

ZarqaGovt Hapital {W)983323 

Zaiqa National Hospital ..(09)9005(30 

Ibn Sina Hospital (Wj986731 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
-(09)990990 

IRBED: 

Princess Basma Hospital 402)275555 
Roman Caholic Hospital (02)272275 
Ibn AJ Nofees Hospital 

- 402)7101372, (02)7103101 

Rosarv Sisters Hospital 

- -402)7 1 02831, (02)7 10201 1 

Speciality Hospital — 402)7)03100 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)2014111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian {RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL . 
{44)53200-5, when it should 
always be verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 44 (52700). Irfomadm m 
Royal Wings flights can be sup- 
plied on phone 4875201-5 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08.-00 — Sanaa (RJ) 

(Hk25 Bombay iTU) 

08:50 — Dhahran, Riyadh (RJ) 

09 JO New Delhi (RJ) 

l(fc05 Beirut (RJ) 

10c05 — Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 
10:15 — Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

1035 — Colombo (RJ) 

15:00 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

16:25 London (RJ) 

18:05 Kuwait (RJ) 

18KB Athens (RJ) 

19:00 Abu Dhabi, AI 'Ain (RJ) 
15fc05 Bangkok, Calcutta (RJ) 

22£0 Laroaca(RJ) 

01:40 .Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


14:05 .Rome (AZ) 

14:10 .Shari qah (AH') 

14:45 DohatQRl 

15:55 Dubai (EK) 

17:25 .Muscat, Dubai (GF) 

18:40 Beirut (ME) 

19:05 Paris CAF) 

20:25 Tel Aviv (LY) 

20:40 : Cairo (MS] 

23:10 Istanbul (TK) 

(KH25 Moscow (SW 

01:15 Amsterdam(KL) 

W:10 London (BA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
For Thursday 

09:30 Aqaba ( arriving at QAIA1 
(KW) 

A0: 10. .Aqaba (arriving at Marita 
Airport) (RW) 

16iOO.Aqaba (arriving at Markn 
Airport) (RW) 

22^50 Aqaba (arriving at Morka 
Airport) (RW) 

00:15 Tel Aviv (arriv ing at 
QAIA)(KW) 

For Friday 

09i30 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA) 
(RW) 

10: 10. Aqaba (arriving at Marita 
Airport) (RW) 

16:OO.Aqaba (arriving at Marita 
Airport] (RW) 

18:45 Tfe) Aviv (arriving at 
QAIA)(RW) 

2250 Aqaba (arriving at Marfca 
Airport) (RW) 


Other Flights 

13:15 


* — 


-jL 



DEPASTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06 JO . Beirut (RJ) 

...Riyadh (S V) U :00 — Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 


. 10*35 Abu Dhabi. Al ’Ain (RT) 
11:25 — Tunis, Casablanca (RT) 

12.-05 Kuwait (RJ) 

12:10 Paris (RJ) 

12:15 London (RJ) 

12:15 Athens (RJ") 

19:35 Lamaca (RJ) 

20:10 Cairo (RJ) 

20:45 Jeddah (add) (RJl 

00:10 Kuala Lumpur; Jakarta (RT) 
0(h50 Jeddah (RJ) 


Other Flights 

06:35 .Damascus, London (BA) 

07:10 .Frankfurt (LH) 

I4ri5 Riyadh (SV) 

15:00 —Annabah, Algiers (AH) 

■ 15 JO Home (AZ) 

15 J5 — Doha (QR) 

17.-00 .Damascus, Dubai (EK) 
18:15 Abu Dhabi Muscat (GF) 

20:00 Beirut (ME) 

21:10 Tel Aviv (LY) 

21:40 Cairo (MS) 

01:55 Moscow (SU) 

02:15 Amsterdam (KL) 

04:45 Alexandria (BA) 

Royal Wings (KW) fights 
For Thursday 

07:00 Aqaba (from Marita Air- (. 
pcxt)(RW) S 

0S£0~Aqaba (from Marka Air-v^ 
pat)(RW) 

20130 -Aqaba (from QAIA) I 
22ri)0 Tel Aviv (from Q/ 

(RW) 

For Friday 

07:00 Aqaba (from Marita 
portHRW) 

0&30~Aqaba (from Marita 
port)(RW) 

lik30 Td Aviv (from Marita 
ponxRW) 

20-30 _Aqaba (from QAIA) 
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Spanish Prime Minister Jose Maria Aznar (right) speaks with the Bosnian three-men presidency represented by 
Bosnian-Serb Zivko Radisic (second right) and his copresidents, Bosnian-Muslim Alija Izetbegovic (left) and 
Bosnian-Croat Ante Jelavic prior to the start of the International Conference on Bosnia-Herzegovina in Madrid 
(AFP photo) 

Chechenya declares 
emergency over rebel warlords 


GROZNY, Russia (R> — 
Chechens awoke 

Wednesday to a state of 
emergency in the break- 
away Russian region, but 
there were no signs of any 
increased security in the 
capital Grozny. 

Parliament declared the 
30-day state of emergency 
Tnesday to take effect 
overnight in response to a 
wave of lawlessness that 
culminated with the behead- 
ing of four Western 
hostages last week. 

A Reuters correspondent 
on the spot said there were 
no additional checkpoints or 
military on the streets. 

President Aslan 

Maskhadov appealed to 
Chechens in a televised 
address to gather in Grozny 


Thursday morning at a mass 
meeting to protest the vio- 
lent activities of warlords he 
accuses of leading the kid- 
nap ring. 

Maskhadov. seen as a rel- 
ative moderate, is facing a 
challenge to his authority 
from renegade guerillas 
who call for a tougher line 
Towards Moscow and 
stricter Islamic rule. 

Tuesday, he said, he want- 
ed the Chechen people to 
give him firm backing for 
his plans to clamp down on 
the warlords, who he said 
were based in various areas 
of the mountainous 
Caucasus republic. 

He said they were bent on 
fomenting Afghan-style 
chaos in Chechenya. 

Chechenya has been virtu- 


ally lawless since its 1994- 
96 war for secession from 
Russia. Moscow withdrew 
its troops and now exercises 
no influence in the region, 
but no state has recognised 
Chechenya’s independence. 

Three Britons and a New 
Zealander taken hostage in 
Grozny in October were 
beheaded last week. The 
men. telephone engineers, 
were installing a mobile 
phone system in Grozny. 

Another Western hostage. 
French aid worker Vincent 
Cochetel, was freed 
unharmed from a nearby 
region by Russian comman- 
dos in a raid Saturday morn- 
ing. 

Maskhadov called 

Saturday for a mobilisation 
of forces to combat the 


crime wave. But it was not 
clear what precise effect the 
mobilisation or the state of 
emergency would have in a 
region where almost the 
entire male population is 
already armed. 

Russia's Nationalities 

Minister Ramazan 

Abdulatipov told Interfax 
news agency that the decla- 
ration of a state of emer- 
gency meant little, because 
Chechenya has already been 
in a de facto state of emer- 
gency since the war ended 
in 1996. 

Maskhadov called another 
mobilisation and state of 
emergency in July and 
August this year, but the 
moves did not lead to any 
major arrests or military 
operations by his forces. 


Police fire tear gas at stone-throwing 
protesters, dozens arrested 


JAKARTA (AP) — Police 
fired tear gas and used batons 
to beat protesting students 
who threw rocks at soldiers 
near Jakarta's presidential 
palace Wednesday. 

Hundreds of students in 
three groups tried separately 
to march on the ornate white- 
columned mansion, but were 
blocked by security person- 
nel. 

At least three students were 
hospitalised and dozens were 
arrested. Some were bleed- 
ing as they were dragged into 
military trucks and taken 
away, witnesses said. 

The protest took place even 
though President BJ. 
Habibie was in Hanoi attend- 
ing a meeting of the 
Association of South East 
Asian Nations. 

Police fired tear gas and hit 
the members of one group 
.after they threw rocks near 
(he defence ministry head- 
quarters about 400 metres 
from the palace. 

Some students smashed 


street lamps and street signs 
and overturned large orna- 
mental potted plants on the 
roadside. 

One witness said police 
fired rear gas canisters when 
the students refused to dis- 
perse. 

The protesters, from sever- 
al universities, had demand- 
ed that Indonesia’s powerful 
military get out of politics. 

They also wanted ex- 
President Suharto to be pm 
on trial for corruption. 

A wave of student protests 
and riots forced Suharto to 
quit in May after 32 years of 
autocratic rule. 

Graft allegations against 
him are now being investi- 
gated by state lawyers. But 
he has ” not been charged. 
Suharto has denied any 
wrongdoing. 

Wednesday’s violence was 
the latest in a series of clash- 
es between students and 
security forces in recent 
weeks as political turmoil in 
the world’s fourth most pop- 


ulous nation continues to 
boil. 

On Nov. 13 security forces 
opened fire and shot nine stu- 
dents to death when thou- 
sands of protesters tried to 
march on to the parliament. 

Earlier Wednesday soldiers 
and police in anti-riot gear 
blocked another group of 
150 students from marching 
to the palace. 

Security personnel placed 
razor wire on a street behind 
the building. 

Four armoured vehicles 
were moved into position 
and six military trucks 
unloaded guards equipped 
with shields and batons. 

A banner unfurled by the 
students said; “Put Suharto 
on trial. Form a new govern- 
ment.” The students also 
repeatedly chanted "reform 
or revolution.” Later several 
hundred students congregat- 
ed near the heavily guarded 
National Monument in a 
park adjacent to the palace. 
But they were corralled by 


security forces. 

In another pan of Jakarta, 
about 500 students shook the 
wrought-iron gales of 
Indonesia’s attorney gener- 
al's office demanding that 
Suharto be taken to court 
immediately. 

Some students threw 
garbage at police guarding 
the building. 

But officers did not 
respond. 

The office is in charge of 
investigating Suharto. 

Last week state prosecutors 
questioned the 77-year-old 
ex-leader about his wealth. 

Suae lawyers quizzed 
Suharto soon after his resig- 
nation six months ago. but 
said they failed to find any 
evidence againsr him. 

Habibie. Suharto's succes- 
sor, ordered a new investiga- 
tion be launched amid accu- 
sations that the initial probe 
had been too soft. 


Adopted blueprint urges 
lasting Bosnia peace 


MADRID (R) — ■ More 
than 40 countries sponsor- 
ing efforts to rebuild 
Bosnia adopted a sweeping 
plan Wednesday, calling on 
the leaders of the war-tom 
Balkan nation to take 
urgent action to achieve a 
lasting peace. 

The Peace 

Implementation Council, 
meeting for the third time 
since the end of the 1992- 
95 Bosnian war, issued a 
detailed blueprint designed 
to bridge the country’s eth- 
nic divide after the conflict 
involving its Muslim, Serb 
and Croat communities. 

Delegates urged Bosnia 
leaders to stick to their 
commitments under the 
U.S. -brokered 1995 

Dayton peace accord 
requiring them to allow the 
return of hundreds of thou- 
sands of refugees and help 
in the arrest of indicted war 
criminals. 

They also warned that 
reconstruction efforts 
could collapse unless the 
Bosnian government 
undertook drastic econom- 
ic reforms to reduce the 
country’s dependence on 


massive international assis- 
tance. 

"A lasting peace within 
Bosnia and Herzegovina is 
starting to take root,” the 
council said in its final dec- 
laration. "But there is still 
much work to be done.” 

The two-day conference 
rook place against the 
backdrop of renewed eth- 
nic bloodshed in neigh- 
bouring Serbia’s troubled 
Kosovo province. 

More than 40 people 
were killed Monday in the 
worst violence in Kosovo 
since Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic, under 
the threat of NATO air 
strikes, agreed in October 
to end a bloody crackdown 
by Yugoslav security forces 
against ethnic Albanian 
separatists. 

While Kosovo was not 
listed on the official agen- 
da. the simmering conflict 
which has killed about 
1,500 people and created 
250,000 refugees cast a 
shadow over the confer- 
ence. 

In Madrid, the council — 
made up of the Haired 
States and other Western 


powers plus countries from 
Africa and Asia — 
approved measures aimed 
at pushing the Bosnian 
peace process forward. 

Delegates urged Bosnian 
leaders to do more to get 
war refugees back to their 
homes and provide (hem 
protection. 

Three years after the war 
ended, some 860,000 peo- 
ple remain displaced in 
Bosnia, many of them too 
afraid to return. 

The council, made up of 
foreign ministers or their 
deputies, also warned 
Bosnian leaders that they 
must learn to survive on 
their own after a S5.1 bil- 
lion international aid pack- 
age runs out next year. 

“Bosnia and Herzegovina 
must use the time that 
remains to prepare for life 
without total reliance on 
foreign aid and to face up 
to the challenge of trans- 
forming the economy.” the 
final declaration said. 

But. even while calling 
on Bosnia to assume 
greater responsibility for 
its own affairs, donor coun- 
tries made clear that the 


U.N. launches $11 5m 
appeal for Afghanistan 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) 
— The United Nations 
Wednesday launched a 
$115 million appeal for 
Afghanistan to save 
lives, ensure human 
rights and build sustain- 
able livelihoods in the 
war-ravaged country, 
U.N. officials said. 

The consolidated 
appeal reflects a “new 
unified approach” to aid 
activities in 

Afghanistan, they said, 
adding it was endorsed 
by a donors meeting in 
Tokyo last week. 

Bronek Szynalski, 
acting U.N. coordinator 
for Afghanistan, told 
reporters here the 
appeal this year was 20- 
30 per cent less than the 
request for funds the 
U.N. had made last 
year. However. he 
stressed “for the first 
time” the appeal 
emphasised respect for 
human rights in 
Afghanistan. U.N. 
sources said response to 
consolidated appeals 
had declined over the 
past three years. 

Reasons cited by the 
donors included the 
continued conflict in 
the country, widespread 
gender discrimination, 
violations of human 
rights and interference 
of the Afghan authori- 
ties in the operation of 
aid agencies, they said. 

Thif hardline TalebaD 
Islamic militia, after 
seizing the capital of 
Kabul two years ago. 
banned employment 
and education for 
women in the more than 
two-thirds of 

Afghanistan under its 
control. 

U.N. sources said the 


last appeal had asked 
for $157 million and by 
Nov. 28 around $53 
million, or 34 per cent 
of the total, had been 
pledged. 

A U.N. statement said 
the funding this year 
had been requested for 
“lop priority projects” 
including demining, 
preventive health care, 
community-based devel- 
opment projects and 
emergency food aid. 

The U.N. agencies 
acknowledged that 
while peace continued 
to elude the people of 
Afghanistan, where war 
has now entered its 20th 
year, “progress has 
been made which 
requires continued 
international support to 
sustain.” 

The U.N. and other 
international agencies 
and non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs) 
have “saved millions of 
lives threatened by 
poverty, war and natural 
disaster by supplying 
food, medical assis- 
tance and shelter.” it 
said. 

Two major earth- 
quakes in northern 
Afghanistan this year, 
as well as flooding and 
internal military block- 
ades. prompted multi- 
agency emergency 
operations. 

While increased fight- 
ing created new 
refugees and displace- 
ment, poor harvests and 
impenetrable front lines 
put “hundreds of thou- 
sands at risk extreme 
hunger,” it said. 

Aid groups this year 
helped Afghans to 
rebuild Kabul's sanita- 
tion system and to 


reconstruct and rehabil- 
itate hospitals, schools, 
agricultural systems 
and roads around the 
country. 

The United Nation’s 
mine action programme 
in Afghanistan, “the 
largest in the world,” is 
clearing land and hous- 
ing for rehabilitation 
and the return of 
refugees. 

International agencies 
have also worked “to 
ensure the protection of 
human rights and gen- 
der equality as Afghans 
knit their societies 
together again,’’ it said. 

“The international 
community must 
remain engaged in these 
activities, not only to 
save lives but to assist 
Afghans to build a sus- 
tainable future.” U.N. 
humanitarian coordina- 
tor Erick de Mull said 
in a statement. 

“We are also working 
to prevent future crises, 
to promote and protect 
human rights and to 
help the Afghans to 
help themselves.” 

Aid programmes have 
continued despite the 
withdrawal of most 
international workers 
from Afghanistan since 
U.S. cruise missile 
strikes on alleged ter- 
rorist Saudi dissident 
Osama Ben Laden’s 
headquarters in the 
country in August. U.N. 
sources said negotia- 
tions were underway 
with Taleban authorities 
on creating a “secure 
environment” for the 
return of all staff. 


Banana under house arrest, complains of ‘political assassination’ 


HARARE (AFP) — 
Former president and 
convicted sex-criminal 
Canaan Banana, who 
was placed tsnder 
house arrest 

Wednesday after 
returning 

Zimbabwe, claimed he 
bad been subjected to 
“political assassina- 
tion” 

The former head of 
state told reporters 
after a court appear- 
ance that he had fled 
the country in mid- 
November £ ‘be cause 1 
was in possession of 
dangerous informa- 
tion, so I had to share it 
with my real friends." 

“My political assas- 
sins have been more 


brutal than Brutus,” he 
said, refusing further 
comment. 

The 62-year-old 
Methodist clergyman, 
who was Zimbabwe s 
head of state from 
1980-1987, met with 
two southern African 
presidents after jump- 
ing bail: Botswana s 

Festus Mogae and 
South Africa's Nelson 
Mandela. 

Rat Wednesday he 
was back in the dock at 
Harare's High Court 

where he was convicted 
in absentia last month 
on 10 charges involving 
sodomy and indecent 
assault and one count 
of common assault. 

Judge President 


Godfrey Chidyausiku 
ordered that he remain 
at his luxurious subur- 
ban home in Harare 
under police guard 
until the next court 
hearing on Dec. 23. 

Banana arrived from 
South Africa at the 
Beitbridge border post 
in a chauffeur-driven 
Mercedes Benz late 
Tuesday and was then 
escorted by a team of 
detectives to the capital 
Harare. 

Legal sources suggest 
his surprise return may 
have been prompted by 
assurances that he will 
not serve a term in 
Zimbabwe's jails, 
which are notorious for 
homosexual assault 


and AIDS among pris- 
oners. 

They point out that 
President Robert 
Mugabe has the power 
to pardon his predeces- 
sor, or vary any sen- 
tence imposed by the 
court. 

Mugabe discussed the 
case of the fugitive for- 
mer president with 
Mandela at a meeting 
in Harare Sunday, and 
the two men said they 
had reached a “com- 
mon position,” but 
refused to give details. 

Lawyers suggest that 
those talks led to 
Banana's return. 

He was convicted in 
absentia on Nov. 26 of 
using his position as 


president to force his 
sexual attentions on 
male aides, body- 
guards, a cook and a 
gardener. 

While Mugabe is 
internationally known 
for his hatred of homo- 
sexuals, whom he has 
described as ‘'pigs,” 
there have been signals 
in government-con- 
trolled media that be 
may be prepared to be 
lenient with Banana. 

A rare front-page edi- 
torial in the main state- 
run daily, the Herald, 
said Friday last week 
that Zimbabweans 
should “extend the 
band of understanding 
to Reverend Banana, 
ask him to come back 


home and be one of 
us.” 

In an apparent refer- 
ence to former Prime 
Minister Ian Smith and 
whites who fought 
against black majority 
rule in Zimbabwe, the 
Herald said “we have, 
after all, forgiven 
worse monsters/' 

The paper said there 
were many reasons to 
forgive Banana, includ- 
ing the fact that he had 
“made sacrifices for 
the liberation of this 
country.” 

State prosecutors told 
reporters after the 
court bearing 

Wednesday that under 
normal circumstances. 
Banana would face fur- 


ther charges for having 
skipped the country 
illegally, but said “this 
is up to the police.” 

It is still unclear how 
the white-haired 
Banana, dressed 

Wednesday in his 
trademark Mao-style 
suit, managed to travel 
to both Botswana and 
South Africa without 
his passport, which had 
been surrendered to 
the state as part of his 
bail conditions. 

The hearing on Dec. 
23 is expected to con- 
centrate on arguments 
from the prosecution 
and defence on the 
question of sentence 
for the sex-crime 
charges. 


international community 
must stay involved in the 
Balkan country for some 
time to come. 

The conference rook 
place amid growing 
Western frustration with 
leaders of Bosnia’s main 
ethnic factions over delays 
in free-market reforms and 
the failure to clean up cor- 
ruption and clamp down on 
criminal gangs. 

Much of "the progress 
achieved so far, including 
the introduction of a com- 
mon currency and a car 
licence plate, had to be 
imposed by Western peace 
coordinator Carlos 

Westendorp. 

Apart from financial aid, 
some 32,000 troops of the 
NATO-led Stabilisation 
Force (SFOR) help secure 
inter-ethnic peace. 

NATO Secretary General 
Javier Solana said defence 
ministers had decided that 
SFOR troop levels should 
not be significantly 
changed for now. “There 
will, however, be small 
reductions in size that will 
not affect capabilities,” he 
said. 


India’s 
nuclear 
deterrent a 
matter of 
policy, not 
numbers 


NEW DELHI (AP) — India’s 
prime minister refused 
Wednesday to detail his nuclear 
capabilities, but said they consti- 
tuted the minimum necessary 
defence. 

Prime Minister Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee’s speech to the upper 
house of parliament Wednesday 
reiterated much of what he said a 
day before in the lower house to 
update lawmakers on his negoti- 
ations with the United Stales 
over India's nuclear arsenal. 

Wednesday, be noted lawmak- 
ers had pressed him to elaborate 
on what he has called India's 
"minimum credible deterrent” to 
threats believed posed by neigh- 
bours China and Pakistan. 

"It is not a question of num- 
bers. but of a policy approach,” 
he said. 

Vajpayee said India needs no 
more tests after exploding 
nuclear devices under its west- 
ern desert in May. The focus 
now is on missiles to deliver 
nuclear warheads. Viypayee said 
work on extending the range of 
India’s Agni missile was contin- 
uing. 

The United States is pushing 
India to adopt limitations on 
missile development, as well as 
sign onto the Comprehensive 
Test Ban Treaty and ban produc- 
tion of fissile material. Six 
rounds of U.S.-lndian talks have 
been held since May, and a sev- 
enth is scheduled in late January. 

The two countries launched 
negotiations after Washington 
slapped economic sanctions on 
New Delhi for its series of 
nuclear weapons tests in May. 

Neighbouring Pakistan, in 
response to arch-rival India, con- 
ducted its own nuclear tests and 
it too is now under sanctions. 

Foreign Minister Jaswant 
Singh. Vajpayee's envoy in the 
US. talks, was quoted by local 
news agencies as adding in an 
address to parliament 
Wednesday that nuclear powers 
such as the “sanctions crazy” 
United States demonstrated 
“astonishing and unacceptable 
arrogance" in preaching to India 
the opposite of what they prac- 
tised. 

Washington lifted some sanc- 
tions this month after India and 
Pakistan announced a moratori- 
um on further testing and 
promised lo adhere to an interna- 
tional test ban treaty by 
September, as well as to control 
the production and sale of 
nuclear materials. 

Aside from the long-range 
Agni still under development, 
India also has a force of 20-50 
nuclear-capable medium-range 
ftjthvi missiles, according to the 
London defence journal Jane’s 
Intelligence Review, 
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Death toll in 
Rome building 
collapse rises 



ROME (R> — At least 13 
people died and about 20 
were missing after a five- 
storey Rome apartment 

block collapsed early 

Wednesday as its occupants 
slept 

“There are 13 dead, 10 of 
them adults," Luigi Abete, 
head of the fire brigades 
squad at the scene, told 
reporters. 

He said he held out little 
hope of any survivors being 
found, adding that he feared 
the final death toll could be 
between 30 and 35. 

“Hope is the last thing to 
die but I don't think that we 
will find anybody alive," he 
said nearly 12 hours after 
the collapse of the building 
which was home to 16 fam- 
ilies in the Italian capital’s 
southwestern district of 
Portuense. 

The collapse occurred at 
around 3 a.m. (0200 GMT) 
when most residents would 
have been in beds. It was 
first thought to have been 
caused by a gas explosion 
but fire chiefs said later that 
subsidence or structural 
faults were more likely to 
blame. 

The block, built in the 


1950s, also contained 
offices and had a print shop 
in the basement. 

Abete said he believed 
rescue workers would have 
to dig for at least two more 
days before they reached 
the bottom of the rubble, 
which filled the building's 
basement and rose little 
more than a metre (three 
feet) above street level. 

“What residents heard 
was a big thump, not an 
explosion, but something 
like distant thunder," Abete 
said. 

Politicians and priests 
arrived to pay their respects. 
“This is an enormous, 
incomprehensible tragedy, 
especially coming in the 
period before Christmas.” 
said I Interior Minister Rosa 
Russo Jervolino. 

Many relatives and 
friends converged on die 
scene, seeking news of vic- 
tims. They were comforted 
by neighbours from three 
nearby blocks who were 
awakened by the noise and 
had joined in the frantic 
hunt for survivors. 

“Which building is it? 
Where is it? Oh God, my 
sister is in there," cried one 


Firefighters search through the debris of a five-storey apartment block that collapsed early Dec. 16 in Rome (AFP 
photo) 


grief-stricken woman. 

A young firefighter col- 
lapsed in shock when his 
parents and one of his 
brothers were found among 
the victims. 

The dead were carried on 
stretchers to a nearby 
garage for identification. 

Dining his weekly general 
audience at the Vatican. 
Pope John Paul said he was 
“deeply saddened" by the 
news and expressed his 


condolences to the families 
of the victims. Italy's upper 
house of parliament held a 
minute's silence for the vic- 
tims. 

The Italian soccer federa- 
tion said a minute's silence 
would be called ahead of an 
Italy vs. Rest of the World 
match at Rome's Olympic 
stadium at 9 p.m. (2000 
GMT) Wednesday. 

Fire service inspector 
general Salvatore Fiadini 


said the building looked as 
if it had been swallowed up 
by the ground and the col- 
lapse could have been trig- 
gered by a landslip. 

“1 have never seen any- 
thing like this before 
because usually when a 
building collapses some 
part of the structure remains 
standing.” he said. “This is 
a complete levelling.” 

‘The surprising thing is 
that the volume of the rub- 


ble is so low. So much has 
appeared to have gone 
underground,’* said civil 
protection chief Franco 
Barberi. “The chances of 
finding anyone alive is 
remote.” 

Some residents who have 
lived in the district for years 
said they had heard that the 
area had once be£n mined 
for a substance known as 
“pozzolana” — volcanic 
ash used in making cement 


Schroeder heads to eastern 
Germany to learn region’s problems. 


DRESDEN. Germany 

(AP) — Chancellor 
Gerhard Schroeder head- 
ed with most of his cabi- 
net to the former 
Communist east 

Wednesday to show soli- 
darity with the economi- 
cally troubled region. 

Since taking office in 
October. Schroeder has 
been eager to dispel crit- 
ics' charges that he had 
taken little interest in east- 
ern Germany’s problems 
— high unemployment 
tops the list — since unifi- 
cation in 1990. 

Now he is launching a 
series of regular talks with 
eastern governors by 
meeting Saxony's Kurt 
Biedenkopf. whose area 
leads the four other east- 
ern states in closing the 
economic gap with richer 
western Germany. 

To add weight to the 
effort, most Cabinet mem- 


bers are accompanying 
Schroeder for the after- 
noon meeting in the state 
capital Dresden. 

The chancellor promised 
in his inaugural address 
last month to hold special 
Cabinet sessions in the 
east every two months. 

He has also appointed a 
minister for eastern 
German affairs, and has 
promised to continue mas- 
sive doses of government 
aid. 

Schroeder’s bid to reach 
out to eastern Germans, 
who make up about a fifth 
of the population, is part 
of a historic eastward shift 
of the nation’s centre of 
gravity brought on by uni- 
fication. 

Next fall, with the gov- 
ernment's move from 
Bonn in the west, 
Schroeder will be govern- 
ing a united Germany 
from Berlin for the first 


time since the Nazi defeat 
in World War II. 

Eastern Germans helped 
lift Schroeder and his 
Social Democrats into 
power by turning against 
Helmut Kohl in 
September elections, their 
gratitude for the chancel- 
lor who unified Germany 
worn out. 

But a poll published last 
week by the Leipziger 
Volkszeitung newspaper 
showed barely half of all 
easterners think the 7- 
week-old centre-left gov- 
ernment is doing a good 
job. 

Topics for Wednesday’s 
talks include Saxony's 
economic situation and 
ways to put young people 
to work, the future of gov- 
ernment aid to the east 
and the continuing 
cleanup of polluted indus- 
trial sites left over from 
Communist times. 


Swiss president in Moscow 
for talks with Russian leaders 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Swiss 
President Flavio Coni arrived 
here Wednesday for meetings 
with top Russian officials, 
including President Boris 
Yeltsin and Prime Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov. 

Cotri. accompanied by his 
wife Renata, arrived .from 
Saint Petersburg, where he had 
attended a roundtable of Swiss 
and Russian businessmen. 

The Kremlin said Coni 
would Thursday meet Yeltsin, 
who is making a slow recov- 
ery from a bout of pneumonia. 
Yeltsin, 67, returned to the 
Kremlin Tuesday from his 
country residence for a proto- 
col meeting with foreign 
envoys. 

Tbe Russian leader was hos- 
pitalised on Nov. 22 and has 
been dogged by ill-health 
since undergoing a quintuple 
heart bypass operation in 
November 1996. 

During the first day of his 
two-day visit. Coni was 


expected to give assurances 
that Swiss investors are still 
interested in the Russian mar- 
ket despite the current crisis. 

As well as the president and 
premier. Com is to have talks 
with Moscow mayor Yuri 
Luzhkov, one of the most seri- 
ous candidates for the presi- 
dential elections due in 2000. 

In an interview with the 
newspaper Nezavisimaya 
Gazeta, Cotti said he did not 
expect immediate results from 
his visit, which was “rather 
aimed at creating a spirit of 
long-term cooperation and 
mutual trust. 

This trust already exists. 
And by saying this I particu- 
larly think of Yevgeny 
Primakov,” he said. 

“We have long worked 
together when we both were 
foreign ministers and I am 
very happy to see him again 
and discuss many things with 
him. including the big prob- 
lems Russia is facing up to.” 


Cotti said he was satisfied 
with the state of cooperation 
between the two countries. 

“We Swiss believe in 
Russia’s huge economic 
potential” be said. “Our 
industries are definitely inter- 
ested in the Russian market 
and they are currently among 
the principal investors. in the 
world." 

Cotti also expressed support 
for political economic and 
social changes in Russia to 
strengthen democracy and the 
market economy. 

There will be no large-scale 
security in Europe “if one of 
Europe’s principal powers, 
Russia, is not involved in the 
process,” be added. 

Several documents are due 
to be signed during Cotti’s 
visit, Interfax said. 

According to Russian fig- 
ures, Switzerland was the sec- 
ond biggest foreign investor in 
Russia after the United States 
in 1997, at $1.32 billion. 


Death toll from 
S. African 
storm put at 1 8 


UMTATA, South Africa (R) 
— The death toll from a 
freak tornado which tore 
through the southeastern 
South African town of 
Umtata during a visit by 
President Nelson Mandela 
has risen to 18, police said 
Wednesday. 

Rescue workers discovered' 
a body under rubble 
Wednesday and police 
spokesman Mzukifi Fatyela 
said two people died in 
Umtata General Hospital 
during the night from injuries 
suffered when the storm hit 
Tuesday afternoon. 

He said 163 injured were 
being treated in the hospital. 

Local reporter Stan 
Mzimba said the small farm- 
ing town looked like a battle 
zone after the tornado swept 
through around 3 p.m. 
Tuesday. 

“Half of the hospital’s roof 
was blowp off and the casu- 
alty department, intensive 
care unit and maternity ward 
are damaged,” he told 
Reuters. He added that the 
injured were being treated in 
the undamaged section of the 
hospital. 

Fatyela said initial esti- 
mates put the cost of the 
damage at more than one bil- 
lion rand ($165 million). 

Presidential spokeswoman 
Priscilla Naidoo said 
Mandela, who is holidaying 


at his birthplace in nearby 
Qunu. returned to the town 
Wednesday to view the dam- 
age. He had been at a phar- 
macy in Umtata when the 
tornado struck. 

Witnesses said his body- 
guards appeared confused by 
the noise and threw the 80- 
year-old president to the 
ground and lay on top of him 
until it was clear what was 
happening. 

After that. Mandela was 
taken to a room in the store 
and later to the town’s police 
station. 

Local officials said 
Mandela was expected to 
visit the town again later 
Wednesday with provincial 
Premier Mkhenkesi Stofile. 

Seven street hawkers were 
killed when the wall of a 
store collapsed on (hem and 
others were killed by flying 
debris and by lightning. 

Mzimba said municipal 
workers began clearing the 
rubble Wednesday, using 
forklift (rucks and bulldozers. 

“It’s quite calm now with 
people just passing by and 
Stopping briefly, whereas 
yesterday the police strug- 
gled to control the crowd.” he 
said. 

He said police, soldiers and 
security guards were guard- 
ing the damaged stores. Four 
youths were arrested 
Wednesday for looting. 


Lott could face tough choice 
with impeachment trial 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The growing possibility 
that the House will 
impeach President Bill 
Clinton means Senate 
Majority Leader Trent 
Lott may ultimately have 
to risk the wrath of con- 
servatives and decide 
whether to short-circuit a 
Senate trial. 

The Mississippi 

Republican has already 
said that should the 
House of 

Representatives vote to 
impeach Clinton, the 
Senate would hold a trial 
to decide whether he 
should be removed from 
office. The House 
impeachment vote is 
expected to occur soon. 
A Senate trial would 
probably begin no earlier 
than January. 

With Republicans hold- 
ing a 55-45 edge in the 
Senate, it currently 
seems unlikely that there 
will be the constitution- 
ally required two-thiids 
majority — 67 votes — 
to oust Clinton. If Lott 
concludes that Clinton 
will not be convicted and 
if the trial threatens to 
last months and obscure 
the Republican legisla- 
tive agenda. Republican 
leaders may have to 
decide whether to let the 
proceedings continue or 
pursue a lesser punish- 


ment like censure. 

The peril for Lott is 
that he has already drawn 
the ire of conservatives 
several times in his two- 
and-a-half years as 
majority leader. Being 
blamed by them for let- 
ting Clinton slip off the 
Senate’s hook could be a 
fatal blow to his ability 
to continue to lead 
Republican senators. 

“The overwhelming 
consensus among conser- 
vatives is to not go for 
censure,” said Tom 
Katina, executive direc- 
tor of the American 
Conservative Union. 

“He’s going to have a 
rebellion in Ins own cau- 
cus if he were to try to 
cut it short here. That 
didn’t happen on the 
House side.” 

Conservative Sen. Jon 
Kyi, an Arizona 
Republican, said shorten- 
ing the proceedings if the 
67 votes fail to materi- 
alise is “a horrible idea.” 

“You don’t decide that 
because trying people 
takes time and costs the 
citizenry money, you 
don’t do iL There are 
very few things more 
important in this country 
than upholding the rule 
of law,” he said. 

Lott has said he 
believes a trial could last 
several days or weeks. 


and Kyi agrees. But 
some members of both 
parties say it could last 
many months, thanks to 
the vagueness of the 
Senate’s little-used 
impeachment rules. 

Should that occur, 
some Republicans are 
sure to worry if their 
plans for tax cuts. Social 
Security, health care and 
education fade into the 
background. Last 

Election Day, many 
Republicans attributed 
their party's poor show- 
ing to their lack of a pos- 
itive, assertive legislative 
message. 

On the other hand, an 
impeachment trial need 
not drag on indefinitely. 

At any point, a senator 
can move that the trial be 
terminated. It would take 
only 51 votes — a simple 
majority — for that to 
occur. Some argue that if 
there are insufficient 
Senate votes for convic- 
tion, it would also be in 
the administration's 
interests for a quick trial 
and early vote. 

Spokesman John 
Czwartacki said Lott will 
not comment further on a 
Senate trial until the 
House completes its 
work. 

But Senate Majority 
Whip Don Nickles of 
Oklahoma, the Senate’s 


No. 2 Republican, said 
he has thought a lot about 
what to do if it becomes 
apparent that Clinton 
will not be convicted. 

While declining to dis- 
cuss specifics, he made 
clear that he believes a 
lengthy trial would not 
serve Republican pur- 
poses. 

“You’d think the man- 
agers of the trial would 
think. ‘Do we help our- 
selves by going on for 
three months or not?' It 
probably wouldn’t,” said 
Nickles, one of the 
Senate’s leading conser- 
vatives, in an interview 
Tuesday. 

But cutting a trial short 
would leave conserva- 
tives with feelings “that 
would range between 
ambivalence and fierce 
opposition,” said Ralph 
Reed, the consultant and 
one-time executive 
director of the Christian 
Coalition. 

Lott cannot afford that. 
His tenure as majority 
leader has already seen 
him clash occasionally 
with conservatives over 
issues ranging from his 
support of the adminis- 
tration’s chemical 

weapons treaty to the 
$520 billion, pork-filled 
spending bill Congress 
approved before adjourn- 
ing in October. 


Australia combating racism' 

CANBERRA (AFP) — An anti-racism campaign launched by 
the government in response to the rise of extremist groups had 
beat a huge success. Immigration Minister Philip Ruddock 
said Wednesday. Ethnic groups had complained that Asians 
and Aborigines w ere being made scapegoats by Pauline 
Hanson and her far-right One Nation party and the government 
was not doing enough to hdp. But Ruddock told a Press Club 
function here that since the campaign was launched in July 
fears had diminished. “Earlier this year I embarked on an infor- 
mation campaign aime d at correcting some of the myths and 
misinformation surrounding the immigration debate,” he said. 
T took the campaign around the country to evoy state aid Ter- 
ritory. It was well received everywhere as a positive step 
towards rebutting The divisive and intolerant views then being 
propounded by a few pros p ective, and now fa iled, politicians.” 
He called for Australians to join together on March 21 next year 
to celebrate “Harmony Day”. “It will bean expression of com- 
munity harmony and acceptance of our cultural diversity by the 
Australian people" he said. There will always be people who 
will cry to undermine the harmony of the Australian communi- 
ty T but they will not succeed because the Australian spirit has an 
instinc t for acceptance and goodwill which has always sur- 
vived, and which will take us confidently into the next centu- 
ry.” One Nation scored eight percent of the vote, or oik million 
people, in October elections but Hanson lost her Senate seat 
The party woo just one parinroenlaiy seaL 

Former Albanian president 
summoned on coup charge 

TIRANA (AFP) — Former Albanian president Sali Berisha 
has been summoned by the Tirana district prosecutor to face 
indictment Biday over abid by his supporters to overthrow the 
government a statement by the prosecutor said Wednesday. 
Berisha, who heads the opposition Democratic party (PD), is 
accused of “fomenting a coup” on SepL 14 in which four peo- 
ple were killed and 80 were injured in Tirana, when his sup- 
porters tried to storm fee seat of government, prosecution 
spokesman Atdian V Lsha told reporters. Berisha condemned 
the procedure, describing it as an act of “revenge against the 
opposition," PD spokesman Arta Saiga said. The prosecutor 
has die right either to arrest Berisha or to leave him free until a 
possible trial a legal expert who requested anonymity said. If 
the indictment for inciting a coup is sustained, the former 
Albanian president could face the death penalty. On Sept. 18, 
the Albanian parKanv»nt lifted Berisha’s parliamentary immu- 
nity. paring the way for ins arrest and prosecution on the charge 
of leading an attempted coup by inciting violent anti -govern- 
ment protests in Tirana. The anti-government violence erupted 
after the murder of a PD official and deputy. Azem Hajdari. 
Berisha and other PD officials have reftised so far to attend 
court as witnesses for the assassination of Hajdari, who was 
killed by unknown gunmen on Sept 12 in front of the PD 
offices. The party has called on its supporters io hold a protest 
demonstration in Tirana Thursday, against “political crime and 
tenor committed by the (Socialist Party) regime against the 
opposition.” 

Le Pen purges rivals far-right 

PARIS (R) — Embattled French far-right leader Jean-Marie 
Le Pen Wednesday pinged 14 regional party leaders who 
sided with his rebel deputy Bruno Megret in a bid to oust him. 
The Front press office, firmly in the hands of Le Pen loyal- 
ists, issued a list of the sacked rebels and their replacements. 
Another party statement said the rebels’ call for an extraordi- 
nary party congress, which could vote Le Pen out of his office 
as party chairman, was “a subversive operation which 
National Front members cannot accept” The Front split in 
two this month over preparations for next June’s European • 
Parliament elections, and latest public opinion surveys say its , 
usual 15 per cent of the vote could be slashed in half because 
of the feud. Le Pen, who barred ringleaders of the rebellion 
from a party strategy session Monday, has declared them 
expelled from the anti-immigrant movement he founded 25 
years ago. Among the regional leaders replaced were Sage 
Martinez, the first rebel to call for a congress, the Paris region 
leader Jean- Yves Le Gallou and Megret ally Frank 

T immerman s 

Chernobyl reactor shut down 
for repairs 

KIEV ( AP) — The only operational reactor at the Chernobyl 
nuclear power plant was shut for lengthy repairs that have been 
delayed because of energy shortages, officials said Wednesday. 
Reactor No. 3 was stopped late Tuesday and is expected to stay 
idle until Feb. 16. the state nuclear energy company 
Eneigoaiom said. The repairs will include replacing some of 
the reactor's safety equipment and checking its other compo- 
nents to make sure the reactor can operate safely until April 
1999. when it is to undergo additional repairs, a spokesman at 
Chernobyl said. Ukraine's nuclear authorities originally 
ordered die reactor shut fcr repairs by Dec. 1, but the Energy 
Ministry asked for a two-week delay, until another nuclear 
reactor was restarted, because it could not compensate for the 
energy loss otherwise. Two nuclear reactors woe restarted this 
week, allowing energy officials to finally stop the Chernobyl 
reactor, where frequent malfunctions this year have a gain 
raised concerns over its safety. The reactor underwent major 
repairs between July 1997 and May 1998, but has been stopped 
many times since. Reactor No. 3 has been Chernobyl’s only 
working reactor since 1996, and plans call for the plant to be 
shut down entirely by 2000. Another of Chernobyl’s fair 
Soviet-designed reactors was dosed in 1996, the third has been 
inactive since a 1991 fire, and foe fourth was destroyed in a 
1986 explosion and fire, the world's worst nuclear accident 
Ukraine has five nuclear power plants that account for more 
than 40 per cent of the country's electricity production. 

China executes 7 for armed robbery 

BLUING (AP) — Authorities in southern Guangdong 
province have executed seven gang members who were con- 
victed for dozens of armed robberies and possession of and 
trafficking in guns and ammunition, accor ding to a report 
seen Wednesday in Beijing. The members of what was 
known as the "two gun, one axe” gang were executed 
Tbesday after Guangdong’s highest court rejected their 
appeals, foe local newspaper Yangcheng Evening News 
reported. It said foe group’s members w ere found guilty of 
killing three people and committing about 50 armed rob* 
b® 1 ®® or burglaries as well as traffickin g in weapons. A court 
in Beijing, meanwhile, has sentenced to death a man con- 
victedof selling boom, foe official newspaper China Daily 
reported Wednesday. Ma Yong, an unemployed man from 
Gansu province — a drug trafficking cbmdorm north west- 
em Chma — was caught selling 299 granBnes of heroin in a 
Beijing park last May, foe report said. The Beijing No. 1 
Intermediate Court, which sentenced Ma Monday, also sen- 
tenced an accomplice, Yao Yiling, to life imprisonment, it 

said. The court also ordered the confiscation of all of Ma and 

Yan s property. The report said foe two could appeal to a 
higher court within 10 days after the verdict. The severe sen- 
tences were cited as evidence of foe government's determi- 
nation to curb the fast-growing trade in illegal drugs. 
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PRINCESSAISHA OPENS i HALL: On the occasion of His Majesty King Hussein's 63rd birthday. Her Royal 
^hpes Pnncess Aisha on Wednesday opens the Hashemite Hall at Princess Taghrid Girls School in Qweisraeh. 
Princess Aisna toured I the haU s various sections, which include pictures of Hashemite family members, old and 
recent photographs of King Hussein, and books and manuscripts about the Great Arab Revolt (Petra photo) 

Jordan urges Iran to support peace process 


AMMAN (Agencies) — 
foreign Minister Abdul Ilah 
Khatib on Wednesday held 
talks with visiting Iranian 
Minister of Industry Gbolam 
Rida Shafi’i on bilateral and 
iegipoal issues. 

In then - talks. Khatib urged 
ban to support the Arab- 
Isradipeace process. 

Khatib stressed “the need 
for our brothers in Iran to 
support die Arab negotia- 


No evidence of bakeries using suspect substance’ 
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tions [with Israel], which will 
serve the interests of both the 
Arab and Islamic nations,” 
-AFP quoted the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra, as reporting. 

The minister, who was 
briefing Shafi'i. currently on 
a three-day visir to Jordan, on 
the latest developments in 
the peace process, pointed 
out “the importance that they 
understand the difficulties of 
the process.” 


Khatib told Shafi’i that Jor- 
dan backs the resumption of 
negotiations on the Syrian 
and Lebanese tracks and reit- 
erated Jordan's support for 
the Palestinians. 

The minister also 
expressed- hope that Jordan- 
ian-lranian political and eco- 
nomic ties would be a model 
for other Arab and Islamic 
countries. 

For his pan. Shafi’i pre- 


sented a briefing on Wednes- 
day’s meeting of the joint 
Jortianian-Iranian commit- 
tee. which discussed oil. 
petrochemical, agricultural 
and banking issues. 

Shafi’i also held meetings 
with Lower House of Parlia- 
ment Speaker Abdul Hadi 
Majali and relayed greetings 
from the head of the Iranian 
Islamic Shura Council. Ali 
Akbar Nateq-Nouri. 


sion. 

“Importing potassium bro- 
mide is banned because it 
causes cancer.” said Hourani, 
replying to criticism of the 
media’s handling of the issue 
levelled by Deputy Ghazi 
Obeidat. who called on the 
government to investigate 
recent media reports and put an 
end to the issue. 

Obeidat said there was no 
proof that the bakeries had 
used the banned substance, 
ailing chat no bakery owner 
would want to poison people. 

Obeidat, an oncologist also 
said the substance had not been 
proven to cause cancer. 


“Nobody exactly knows the 
root cause of any type of can- 
cer, and if we knew we would 
have controlled it” he said. 

The issue was raised earlier 
this week when a local news- 
paper reported on a govern- 
ment move eight months ago 
to shut down three bakeries for 
allegedly using the banned 
substance. 

“The ministry asked the Cus- 
toms Department on SepL 30 
not to allow the entry of potas- 
sium bromide and confiscate 
any quantities carried in per- 
sonal luggage.” said Hourani. 

“The ministry will continue 
cooperating with the con- 


cerned parties to conduct spot 
checks on bakeries and will 
continue to test their products,” 
said the minister. 

He added that the ministry 
will not hesitate to apply the 
law and punish violators. 

According to the law, bakery 
owners can receive sentences 
of up to three months in prison 
and fines up id JD5.000 for 
using illegal additives. The law 
also stipulates that bakeries 
using such substances will be 
closed indefinitely until the 
bakery owner complies with 
the law, said an official ftom 
Ministry of Industry and 
Trade. 
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Purina meeting with Arab economic council official 

Regent calls for efforts towards 
Arab economic integration 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent. 
Wednesday received at the 
Royal Court the secretary 
general of the Council of 
Arab Economic Unity, Has- 
san Ibrahim, for talks on 
efforts to step up coopera- 
tion among Arab countries 
to achieve economic inte- 
gration. 

At the meeting, attended 
by Royal Court Chief 
Jawad Anani, the Regent 
called for further efforts 
towards achieving the 


aspired economic integra- 
tion among Arab countries, 
adding that such integration 
is a major factor in protect- 
ing .Arab economic inter- 
ests. 

After the meeting, 
Ibrahim told the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, that 
economic integration 
requires liberalising trade 
and ensuring the free move- 
ment of workers and per- 
sons. 

To achieve that, the Arabs 
should create an Arab com- 
mon market, plan for pan- 


Arab development and cre- 
ate a large production base 
to increase inter-Arab trade 
and help reduce high unem- 
ployment rates by creating 
job opportunities through 
joint Arab projects. 

Ibrahim noted that the 
Arab Economic Council 
has been trying to revive 
the Arab common market 
idea, liberalise trade among 
Arab states and create joint 
Arab projects. 

When the council took a 
decision in 1964 to create 
the Arab common market. 


five countries. Jordan. 
Egypt. Iraq, Syria and 
Libya, announced their 
intention to join and were 
followed later by Maurita- 
nia and Yemen, Ibrahim 
said. 

Noting that some 
progress was made towards 
realising this market during 
the 1960s and 1970s. 
Ibrahim said the idea was 
later abandoned because of 
regional and international 
circumstances and strained 
relations among Arab 
states. 


Government urged to release, protect 
women threatened by relatives 

Rights group submits memo over 50 women in ‘protective detention’ 


By Rana Husseini 

AMMAN — A human rights 
group is callin g on the gov- 
ernment to guarantee the 
freedom and security of 50 
women detained in prison 
for “administrative reasons.” 

In a memorandum deliv- 
ered to Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh recently, the .Arab 
Organisation for Human 
Rights called for the release 
of the 50 women ftom cor- 
rectional facilities “without 
any charges.” 

Many women are forced to 
spend indefinite terms in the 
country’s correctional facili- 
ties under what the state 
terms “administrative deten- 
tion.” but what is actually a 
system of protection so that 
they will not be killed by rel- 
atives for having “dishon- 
oured” the family. 

“It is the government’s 
responsibility to ensure these 
women's safety and life 
rather than place them in 
prison,’’ said Najib Rasbdan, 
president of the organisation. 

Hiam Kalimat- another 
organisation member, said 
“these women are kept in 
prison without any charges, 
and they do not deserve to be 


there. We are calling on the 
government to secure their 
safety and ensure better liv- 
ing conditions for them.” 

Kalimat told the Jordan 
Times that these women 
have no place to go because 
their families refuse to 
accept them or they are 
detained by the authorities 
out of fear that their families 
might kill them once they are 
released. 

“From my experience as a 
social worker, I came across 
many cases whereby 
women, who were not 
involved in immoral acts, 
were killed by their families 
after being released from 
prisons,” Kalimat said. 

In November, a 42-year- 
old father slit his daughter’s 
throat in Ghamadan Park on 
the outskirts of Amman for 
“honour reasons,” minutes 
after signing a guarantee in 
front of the Amman gover- 
nor that he would not harm 
his daughter. The daughter. 
17, had been in administra- 
tive detention for eloping 
with her lover. 

The government 

announced plans in May to 
set up the first centre in Jor- 
dan to shelter abused women 


and those whose lives are 
threatened by their relatives 
because of "family honour.” 

.Around 25 to 30 women 
are reportedly killed in Jor- 
dan annually by relatives for 
perceived "immoral acts," 
forcing human rights 
activists and many govern- 
ment officials to protest such 
inhuman practices a gainst 
women. 

According to KaJimaL the 
organisation has also called 
on the government to consid- 
er amending article 340 of 
the Penal Code, which she 
said discriminates against 
women. 

One paragraph in the code 
states that “He who discov- 
ers his wife, or one of his 
female relatives, in an adul- 
terous situation, and kills, 
wounds or injures one or 
both of them, benefits from a 
reduction in penalty.” 

On the other hand, if situa- 
tions were reversed and a 
woman found her husband 
with another woman and 
killed him. she would not 
benefit from any reduction in 
penalty, and would be sen- 
tenced to between five to 15 
years in prison. 

“We are calling for equali- 


ty in the law regarding 
imposing punishments 
against die perpetrators of 
such a crime.” Kalimat said. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
has asked the current and 
previous governments to 
prepare amendment, to cur- 
rent laws to address and rec- 
tify legal contradictions in 
the judicial process concern- 
ing violence against women. 

During the opening of the 
13th Parliament last Novem- 
ber. the King told parliamen- 
tarians that “we must pay 
serious attention to some of 
the dangerous phenomena 
that remain a source of 
women’s sufferings and 
which, unfortunately, consti- 
tute an inhuman violation of 
their basic rights." 

Also during a recent meet- 
ing with tribal leaders. HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan. the 
Regent, made similar pleas 
and called on all people con- 
cerned to work towards end- 
ing crimes of honour. 

“Let us remember that the 
honour of the whole Jordan- 
ian family is more noble than 
the loss of life of this genera- 
tion due to the trivialities of 
‘honour causes'.” Prince 
.Hassan said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


New rules on wastewater drainage 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Water and Energy Hani 
Mufld on Wednesday announced a three-month grace period 
.lor local industrial and trade institutions to adjust their situa- 
dms to meet regulations issued yesterday on draining waste- 
water into the sewage network. The regulations prohibit drain- 
ing Heated and uncreated wastewater from industrial and trade 
facilities into the sewage network unless permission is obtained 
fam the ministry. 

M^jaK receives message from Bern 

AMMAN (Petra) — Lower: House Speaker Abdul Hadi 
Majali on Wednesday received congratulations from his 
koanese counterpart, Nabi Beni on his election to the post 
Ban wished Majali success to helping the Jordanian people 
achieve success and in developing the two countries' relations. 

Jordanian elected to church committee 

HARARE (Petra) — Jordanian Awdeh Boutros Qawas was 
Wednesday as a member to the Central Committee of 
tysid Council of Churches during its ninth meeting, with 
4.000 participants representing 400 million Christians around 
world. Qawas, representing the Greek Orthodox church m 
the Kingdom, is the first Jordanian to join the 150 -member 
tifianhiee. 
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Survey finds support for family planning among religious leaders 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

AQABA — The head of Jor- 
dan's top population commit- 
tee Wednesday said a study by 
bis commission has revealed 
that over 80 per cent of reli- 
gious leaders support family 
planning. 

Nabih Salaraeh, secretary 
general of the National Popu- 
lation Commission, said the 
findings, outlined in a study 
conducted by the organisation 
this year, will help the King- 
dom support family planning 
programmes. 

“The NPC this year con- 
ducted research on the atti- 
tudes of religious leaders 
towards family planning, and 
over 80 per cent sad they 
believe that family planning 
does not contradict religious 
teachings.” Salameh said. 

“We are making use of this 
support to enhance die NPC’s 
programmes in family plan- 
ning.” Salameh told the Jordan 
Tunes on the sidelines of a 


five-day USAID-funded 
workshop on ‘Communica- 
tion, Research Management 
and Utilisation.” 

“It is very important to strike 
a balance between population 
growth in Jordan, which is 
standing at 3.6 per cent a year, 
and the gross domestic prod- 
uct which is rated at one per 
cent,” he added. 

Officials and sociologists 
have warned for years about 
the impact of Jordan’s rapid 
population growth, saying that 
it was placing massive bur- 
dens on the country’s already 
strained health, education and 
other services. 

But the vital issue of family 
planning remains a sensitive 
subject in conservative Jordan, 
where many of the 4.2 million 
people continue to see large 
families as a sign of fertility 
and a blessing from God. 

However. Jordan's fertility 
rare, among the highest in the 
region, is showing a steady 
decline, according to Salwa 


Bittar, senior programme man- 
aging specialist at die Popula- 
tion and Family Health Office 
at USAID in Amman. 

“In 1990, Jordan had a very 
high fertility rate of 5.6 chil- 
dren,” she said. “But recent 
statistics indicate a drop to 3.9. 
This is a very good improve- 
ment.” 

USAID is one of the key 
parties offering financial assis- 
tance to die NPC to help it 
carry out a sensitive family 
planning communications 
strategy. 

The NPC’s strategy has 
helped raise awareness on die 
impact of family planning on 
sustainable development in the 
country. 

It focuses on raising aware- 
ness on family planning 
among married couples, 
expanding the availability of 
family planning and primary 
health care services, and 
increasing the availability of 
modem contraceptives in the 
private sector. 


According to Salameh, Jor- 
dan has a high contraceptive 
prevalence rate, with 37 per 
cent of women between the 
ages of 15 and 49 using mod- 
em methods and 52 per cent 
using traditional methods. 

Salameh said the NPC strat- 
egy had eight domains with 
cximmunication at its core. 
“Each domain related to the 
activities of die most important 
institutions and ministries.” 

Johns Hopkins University 
offered financial assistance to 
support the strategy, which 
was rated by participants at the 
workshop as the most out- 
standing of its type in Asia and 
die Near East 

“The family planning pro- 
gramme has been based on 
proper research during all of its 
phases of evaluation and mon- 
itoring.” said Alfred Yassa. 
chief of the Near East Division 
ar the Center for Communica- 
tion Programs at Johns Hop- 
kins. 

‘This has enabled it to 


achieve its objectives,” he 
added. 

Yassa highlighted die impor- 
tance of props’ research in pol- 
icy formulation and in devis- 
ing strategies. 

"Research is an expensive 
tool, but by not carrying it out. 
you create even more expen- 
sive problems. Developing 
countries do not give priority 
to research. It is not well 
utilised, not well designed, and 
is not well funded there.” 

Over 20 participants from 
various ministries, NGOs and 
the media are attending the 
seminar, which ends on 'Thurs- 
day. 

The NPC the focal refer- 
ence and coordination point in 
Jordan for all population pro- 
grammes. activities and infor- 
mation, is located at the Queen 
Alia Fund for Social Develop- 
ment. 

“We use the fund's 52 devel- 
opment centres to promote 
population matters and ser- 
vices.” Salameh said. 


‘Complex’ Dutch film relies on dramatic details, scenes 


By Dima Hamdan 

AMMAN — “Karakter” (Character), 
from the Netherlands, was the winner of 
the most recent Academy Award for 
Best Foreign Film. Watching the fust 
seconds of the film immediately 
explained why it was a sure winner. 

Jacob, a young man in Rotterdam in 
the late 1920s, dressed in a fancy suit, 
barges into an old building by the har- 
bour and goes up to the attic where an 
old man, Reverdhaven. is doing his 
desk work- Jacob takes out a dagger and 
subs it into the desk, informing Reverd- 
haven that he has been sworn in as a 
lawyer and that their business relation- 
ship is over. Reverdhaven congratulates 
him but in a mocking manner, as if try- 
ing to provoke a fighL 

Jacob resists the provocation and 
leaves the building immediately. A few 
minutes later, he^nms up to the attic 
again where Reverdhaven is still at his 
desk, contemplating the dagger. Jacob 
jumps at him and the entire scene fades 
to black. 

Later on. Reverdhaven is found dead 


and Jacob is brought in for interroga- 
tion. The rest of the film is a flashbadc 
that tells the story, beginning with 
Jacob's birth and going through all the 
events in his life that finally led him to 
the inevitable confrontation with 
Reverdhaven friar we saw ar the begin- 
ning. 

REVIEW 

Reverdhaven is a blood-sucking 
moneylender who manipulates the law 
in order to enrich himself at the expense 
of the poor. Jacob is his son from a one- 
night stand with his former housekeep- 
er Joba. who proves to be the only per- 
son dial Reverdhaven could never tame 
or manipulate, as she refused all his pro- 
posals for marriage. Jacob lives through 
his difficult childhood with a complicat- 
ed mother who offers nothing more than 
basic shelter. 

During the early years of his adoles- 
cence, he discovers the identity of his 
fiaher, and one day, Jacob gets into trou- 
ble and attempts to seek his father's 
help. However, he is surprised when his 
father denies their relationship and 


realises that he is an even more compli- 
cated and sick parent than his mother. 

Jacob decides to forget about his 
father, but fate brings them into another 
confrontation when Jacob discovers that 
he borrowed a huge sum of money from 
his father’s bank. Knowing this, 
Reverdhaven insists on treating his son 
in the same manner be treats all the poor 
and drags him into court in order to get 
back at him and his mother: Jacob final- 
ly pays his debt, but he deliberately 
throws himself into another confronta- 
tion with his father and asks him direct- 
ly for another loan to fund his education. 

Years go by during which Jacob 
enduringly struggles to make his way 
through life, while Reverdhaven throws 
in the occasional trouble just to prove 
his dominance. During that time, there 
is very little confrontation between both 
men, and their exchange of words does 
not exceed a few abrupt sentences or 
threats. 

Finally, Jacob pays off the dels and 
becomes a lawyer at a prestigious firm 
only to realise that he gained nothing, 
and that his eternal torment has been 


enforced on him by both his parents, 
who created him more as a rival than a 
son. 

In turn, we see that, in a perverted 
way. there was a loving bond between 
all three characters: Reverdhaven's love 
for Joba and his frustration at his inabil- 
ity to many her is the main factor that 
brought on the misery plaguing his 
entire family. Furthermore, he is con- 
vinced that what he had enforced on his 
son what only done out of love: in his 
own words, he attests that he intends to 
“strangle him nine-tenths, and the last 
tenth shall make him strong.” 

Apart from all the basic elements lhai 
make a film successful, and the title 
which, in its simplicity, was very 
impressive, this was one of the very few 
films where all the scenes and details 
where constructed to serve the core of 
the ploL Every small detail in the story 
was constructed perfectly; in each 
scene, die viewer encounters a symbol 
or a sign that helps to further unravel the 
mysteries of the characters. The out- 
come was a complex and highly engag- 
ing film in all hs aspects. 


Environment 
society 
delivers 
message 
to children 
through theatre 

By Susan Resheq 

AMMAN — The Jordan 
Environment Society is using 
theatre to deliver its message 
about environmental protec- 
tion to children. 

The society on Tuesday 
presented a piny entitled 
"The Earth is Judging Man.” 
performed by students from 
Um Qosair and Al 
Muqablain schools. 

"We should use “new" 
methods to deliver ideas to 
children, and using theatre is 
one such method which 
could enlighten children,” 
said the director of the play. 
Maher Teshta 
The play focused on pollu- 
tion in general, desertifica- 
tion. waste and the dangers of 
the world's rising population, 
all of which can cause serious 
environmental problems and 
eventually threaten human 
life, according to the society. 

Specific topics targeted in 
the production were fertilis- 
ers in plant cultivation, burn- 
ing waste underground and 
excessive deforestation, 
which has depleted green 
areas and thus poses threats 
to wildlife. 

“Children shot d be aware 
of such problems so that gen- 
erations will think about their 
life and try to solve problems 
in a realistic way. 1 think that 
it is better than thinking of 
fictional matte's.” said the 
writer of the pay. Summar 
Salameh. 

TTie play was sponsored by 
the Jordan Environment 
Society and the Environment 
Committee at the Jordan 
Engineers Association. 
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Questions 

BARELY ONE day after U.S. President Bill 
Clinton left tbe Middle East following a historic 
visit daring which he was hailed as a peacemak- 
er, he beat the ploughshare into a sword and 
launched a military campaign in the region. 

World opinion, it seems, is expected to bow to 
the opinion of the U.S. National Security 
Council and disregard the strong objections of 
other U.N. Security Council members like 
France, China and Russia. The U.S. president 
says that the U.S. has nothing against the Iraqi 
people, but, sadly, a number of innocent people 
will have to die. The question is, why was such 
military action necessary now, or more to the 
point, necessary at all? 

Despite all of the well-phrased and logical 
assurances given by the U.S. administration and 
the military establishment, there were unfortu- 
nately not a few odd coincidences that keep 
rearing their ugly beads. The first is one that 
probably no one felt the need to say, bat thank- 
fully, Congress spared the world the effort: in 
the event of a military strike against Iraq, 
impeachment proceedings against the president 
would be suspended. As a number of American 
politicians could not help but point out the tim- 
ing was not exactly tbe stuff to dispel any lin- 
gering speculation. 

Another odd thing that none of the apologists 
really explained was the remarkable window of 
opportunity that opened up right before 
Ramadan. UNSCOM chief Richard Butler filed 
a negative report at a time that will allow just 
enough time, three days, to effectively “degrade 
and diminish” Saddam Hussein’s weapons 
capability in a manner that will not “impinge on 
the sensitivities of the Muslim and Arab 
worlds,” as if Iraqis or Muslims or humans 
anywhere in the world could feel grateful for 
such a “sensitive” gesture. Three days to do 
wbat eight years of sanctions and inspections 
could not, on an extremely precise timetable, 
with the added benefit of not offending anyone. 

The whole issue of the military presence in the 
Gulf region also merits scrutiny. How many 
cruise missiles were fired last night into Iraq? 
How many battle groups are on their way to the 
region? How much will this adventure cost? 

The fact of the matter, despite tbe claims on 
both sides, is this: after almost eight years of 
sanctions and inspections, Saddam Hussein is 
still in power. The U.S. and Britain, so they say, 
believe Iraq still has the capability of assem- 
bling weapons of mass destruction. Over one 
million people — mostly children — against 
whom no one held any grudge, are dead. When 
does it end? U.S. officials last night could offer 
us no assurances, while commentators last night 
expressed surprise that Iraqi people were mov- 
ing around Baghdad during the attack. It 
shouldn’t come as a surprise — after all, they 
are the only ones who have had to endure the 
last eight years. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

Al RaVs Raja Issa said that Monday will not be for- 
gotten by Palestinians; the PNA charter was amended. 
Gaza airport was inaugurated and both Arafat's and 
Clinton’s speeches will go down in the history of the 
nation's struggle as hugely significant. It was notable 
that Clinton did not disclose the amount of money the 
PNA might receive, even though he made public his 
request to Congress to allocate $1,300 million to Israel. 
Perhaps the most “beautiful" pan of Clinton’s speech, 
claimed Issa, was his affirmation of the legitimacy of 
Palestinians' rights on their own land. The question 
remains though, said Issa, where is that land? Let 
[Israel] give the land and then receive “legitimate prac- 
tices" in turn, he argued. 

Al Dustour’s editorial said the meeting of HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, with U.S. Secretary of State ! 
Madeleine Albright embodied the important role Jordan 
plays in the peace process. The visit was an acknowl- i 
edgeraent of the vital duties carried out by the ! 
Kingdom's leadership in line with diplomatic efforts j 
overcome obstacles facing the process, added the news- | 
paper. The timing of the trip, ahead of the conclusion of 
President Clinton's historical visit to Palestine and 
Israel, testifies to its significance and affirms U.S. com- 1 
mirmeni to the Wye Accord’s implementation. Despite 
Netanyahu's intransigence, which has hampered 
Clinton’s efforts in Gaza, claimed the paper, the 
Regent’s vision of final status issues have focused 
minds on the importance of the peace process. Prince 
Hassan talked about security, Jerusalem, water and 
refugees, while ail the time stressing Jordan's interest in 
finding a solution for these topics, which involve all 
parties in the region, said the paper. 


Higher education at a crossroads 


FOR ALL. higher education 
institutions in the Kingdom, the 
remaining year or so of the pre- 
sent millennium and the early 
years of the forthc oming are 
crucial indeed, or so it seams. 
Our universities in particular 
are passing through a very del- 
icate, sensitive transitional peri- 
od, one in whichmuch is being, 
and will continue to be. thor- 
oughly reconsidered, or so we 
like to believe. There is a wide- 
spread feeling (and at this level 
there is no doubt) among all 
students, faculty members and 
administrators — that though 
what we have achieved so far is 
something to be proud of. what 
is to come ought to be done a 
lot more carefully, efficiently 
and effectively. 

Why are the said years cru- 
cial and why is the said period 
delicate or sensitive? WelL for 
one tiling, a lot that is going to 
happen in the future (near or 
distant) depends to a remark- 
able degree on what we aim or 
plan to do about it now. For 
another, what we are up to (or 
up against, depending on how 
you look at it) is a lot It may be 
that in other parts of the globe 
what is being considered or 
reconsidered is a matter here 
and a matter there, a pro- 
gramme here and a programme 
there — no matter how sub- 
stantial tbe change that is taking 
place in die more developed 


part of tbe world is, much of it 
most probably lies under what 
you may cal] tbe icing on the 
cake. In our part of the world, 
the changes are (In most cases) 
fundamental and total -— we 
have not finished the cake yet, 
to start putting tbe icing on it 

For our public uravercmes. 
there is a third reason. Up until 
recently, all of our public uni- 
versities (or nearly all) have 
been working from tbe premise 
that the state is. or ought, to take 
care of their many nods, espe- 
cially tbe financial Such a 
premise no longer holds 
ground. At one point in time, 
there was one, two or three uni- 
versities to cater to. State sup- 
port was substantial. Today, the 
picture has changed remark- 
ably. The number of public uni- 
versities has doubled, tripled 
and quadrupled over the p3St 
two decades. The state, due to 
internal regional and global 
developments, is no longer able 
to support the universities in 
any substantial way. Since tbe 
late eighties, in particular, it has 
become apparent that tbe uni- 
versities must fend for them- 
selves in order to survive, thrive 
and exceL 

What I am saying is that our 
universities (and educational 
institutions generally) have, for 
some time, enjoyed a comfort 
similar to that enjoyed by 
human beings in tbe state of 


infancy or childhood, where 
one's every need is taken care 
of and where one feels secure 
in a state of total dependence 
on others. At present, the hon- 
eymoon is over. Our universi- 
ties are entering the state of 
adulthood where they must rely 
on themselves. 

This is not easy — though it 
certainly is inevitable and ulti- 
mately correct Wbat adds to 
tbe discomfort is that tbe shift 
— from childhood to adult- 
hood or from almost total 
dependence to almost total 
independence — has been 
somewhat too abrupt to digest 
and cope with. A spender is all 
of a sudden expected to be a 
provider, a consumer is expect- 
ed to be a producer, an executor 
is expected to be a thinker, a 
spontaneous organiser is 
expected to be a planner; and so 
forth- There is a big challenge 
here. 

The cultural context must not 
be ignored. Many of the 
philosophies from which our 
aims stem, our concepts spring, 
and our approaches are derived 
come firm outside our cultural 
baders. We are talking about 
partnership with industries, 
market-oriented programs, 
research tied to social needs, 
fundraising, quality education, 
TQM, ISO 9000, etc. Such 
concepts, and many others like 
iticrn, are still foreign to many 


among us. It is going to take 
time for them to sink into peo- 
ple’s psyches and time for peo- 
ple to start acting upon them 
seriously. 

These and other challenges, 
we should emphasise, should 
not put us down or frustrate us 
in any way. When we ate 
them, it is not to say that 
changes in our part of the wadd 
are impossible to effect. Rather 
h is to stress the crudal delicate 
and sensitive nature of the 
moment It is to stress the 
importance of the soundness, 
aptoess, and correctness of die 
decisions we make new about 
what to do in the future, foe 
plans we draw, the strategies 
we crystallise and the 
approaches we adept 

But just as there are chal- 
lenges and anxieties, there is 
good news. The first and free- 
most piece of good news 
enrages from tbe feet that we 
have trot been caught unpre- 
pared. Three has, since tbe 
1987 Education Reform 
Conference, been a growing 
interest in the lot of education 
and educational institutions in 
our part of the world Flans 
have been drawn up to tackle 
head on foe problems from 
which our system of education 
suffers, and the various imped- 
iments and ob stacles Standing 

in the way. 

More recently, and for tbe 
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NOW THAT tiie president and production manager of Jordan 
Tobacco Company have been arrested, maybe the company 
start making a good rigarette. The airrent levels eff nicotine 
and tar in their brand of Marlboro lights exceed tire levels 
found in tire same cigarettes, in other countries. Tar and nico- 
tine in Saudi Marlboro Lights are approximately 0.6mg and 0.5 
mg. In our cigarettes they are lOmg and 0.7mg. What is tire use 
of making tbe same brand of cigarette if its not tbe same qual- 
ity? In feet, the levels found in foe Jordanian Marlboro Lights 
exceed tbe tar and nicotine levels in tire Saudi, regular, 
Mariboro cigarette. 

Another strange tiling is that the company doesn't print foe lev- 
els of nicotine and tar cm any other brand of their cigarettes. Is 
it not required to do so by law? An advertisement in Newsweek 
about Marlboro f ights contains warnings about carbon 
monoxide. Saudi Mariboro Lights also state tbe level of carbon 
monoxide in their cigarettes. Why do Jordanian Mariboro 
Lights ignore the fact that carbon monoxide is dangerous and 
omit printing its level on tire box? Current warnings about the 
dangers of cigarettes are not enough. 

Finally, why are tire levels of tar and mcoture stated on apack 
of Cartier cigarettes manufactured in Switzerland but not on a 
pack manufactured in Jordan and available at Safeway? 

YasarAtiyeh 

Amman 
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Two-track liberalisation 


BEIRUT — Despite obvious problems. 
Lebanon can still be a model for the other 
states in the region. Particularly in this 
age of liberalisation, the Lebanese, hav- 
ing a freer economy and a more open 
society than many in the neighbourhood, 
can still show others the way to go. 

This is particularly true of the issue of 
press freedom. Not just a luxury, unfet- 
tered news media are increasingly being 
seen as essential to development and the 
best way for leaders and the public alike 
— local and foreign — to learn about the 
true conditions of a country and its econ- 
omy. 

The matter goes far beyond what is 
good for the madia themselves and their 
customers. As is being recognised by key 
economic players around tire world — 
including the International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank — sustainable 
development and steady growth are bet- 
ter achieved in the context of a democra- 
tic system with a free press. If policy 
makers can keep their fingers on the 
pulse of an economy and find out what is 
going on in the marketplace, the whole 
country could be better off. The Bretton 
Woods institutions learned this lesson, 
drawing the proper conclusions from the 
Asian collapse last year about what 
should have been tbe proper role of a free 
press. 

The bad news is that — Lebanon 
excepted — this attitude is not that of 
many in the region. In countries quite dif- 
ferent from each other and otherwise on 
the right track of reform in some ways, 
state officials continue to bully tbe press. 
Happily. Lebanon is going in the oppo- 
site direction, and may even review its 
imperfect media law. 

Obviously, more press freedom is not 
suddenly going to double ibe growth 
rate; but, it will help allow everybody 
concerned to take a closer look at how 
things are going in the economy and so 
give policy makers a better sense of 
direction. Press freedom is desirable in 
itself, but it should also be seen as a valu- 
able tool for economic development 
Democracy and development both 


require adequate levels of information 
and popular participation. This was one 
of the themes of the recent Roundtable in 
A mman on “Culture and 
Communication: A Global Information 
Society,” co-sponsored by the Jemstone 
program, the Jordan Institute of 
Diplomacy, and the McBride Round 
Table. The meeting focused on, among 
other topics, the relation between democ- 
racy and development Some participants 
rightly mentioned that a sort of develop- 
ment can take place without democracy; 
economic growth, more R&D, and better 
exports have sometimes been achieved 
under authoritarian regimes. Indonesia 
recently presented such a picture. 
However, for the Indonesians in particu- 
lar, it was reckoned that with enough 
democratic press liberty, the excesses of 
its 1997 collapse would have been avoid- 
ed. By allowing people to express them- 
selves freely about economic issues, the 
writing on the wall would have been leg- 
ible earlier, allowing the Bank, tbe IMF 

and others to help stave off a crash. A free 
press by itself will not prevent stock mar- 
kets or currencies from tumbling, but it 
can help by anticipating problems. 

Indonesia-style development models 
were supported by both supeipowers 
during die Cold War, giving succour to 
repressive regimes. However, (hough 
cold war may be a thing of the past for 
many countries, our part of the world still 
feels distinctly chilly. In foe case of most 
Middle Eastern and North African coun- 
tries, a land of transition towards democ- 
racy and free markets is taking shape 
while the region is still coping with con- 
flicts. However, it may be unrealistic to 
expea democracy and healthy develop- 
ment while the region is still highly pen- 
etrated by external forces and influences. 
South-east Asia and Eastern Europe were 
not able to begin the transition to free 
political and economic and market sys- 
tems until they ceased to be centres of 
competition by the big powers. Could the 
same be true for our region? To twist a 
famous phrase around, diplomacy still 
seems to be a continuation of economics 


by other means, particularly in foe 
Middle East and North Africa. The state 
of the region over the past few years can 
be better understood if we take into 
account post-Cold-War U.S.-European 
rivalry. Among notable U.S. economic 
successes have been inroads into Algeria 
and Egypt, not to mention foe predomi- 
nant American position in most of tbe 
Gulf Co-operation Council countries; on 
the other hand, foe Ell is stiH first in trade 
and investment in Tunisia, Syria, Iran and 
Lebanon. Tbe battle continues for our 
hearts, minds, and markets. 

True, such competition is peaceful, 
and anyway the Middle East and North 
Africa region as a whole is small beer as 
for as international business is concerned. 
Nevertheless, with global contraction 
Western countries will become even 
more aggressive as they compete among 
themselves in this part of foe world. 
Superimpose this on local problems, and 
tbe result is instability. 

Does this mean we should suspend lib- 
eralising until all of our regional conflicts 
are sorted out? Even if such an option 
were open — and in my opinion it isn't 
— we shouldn’t take it Fine tuning 
development and adjusting liberalisation 
to fit regional characteristics is OK, but to 
try to halt this process because this part of 
foe world is still a hotbed of local and 
international conflict would only make 
us more vulnerable to outside shocks. 
Tbe details of foe Lebanese model of a 
market economy and a liberal political 
system, both buttressed by a free press, 
may not be applicable in Sanaa or the 
Sudan, but the broader ideas are. As long 
as Israeli and other forces destabilize die 
region from foe inside, while tbe U.S. 
and EU businesses are competing more 
stridently throughout the Middle Fact 
and North Africa, it’s not going to be 
plain sailing in this part of the world. 
However, that doesn’t mean we should 
batten down foe hatches and head back to 
port, suspending political and economic 
reform, and casting the idea of a free 
press overboard. 


View from 
Academia 



Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 

universities in particular, foe 
good news cones from tbe 
series of important seminars 
which were held at many of our 
public imiversities, in which 
HRH Grown Prince Hassan 
took an active part. Several 
important opinions were 
voiced in the seminars and sev- 
eral i mp ort an t decisions were 
takes, among which is foe deri- 
sion to dismantle foe Ministry 
of Higher Education and 
endow universilies with boards 
of trustees. 

The good news for the 
University of Jordan — on 
which, as the oldest university 
in foe country, and foe role 
model in many ways, a great 
deal of pressure falls — lies in 
the feet that its administrator 
knows well wbat the problems 


and foe solutions are. and pre- 
cisely how to go about over- 
coming such problems and 
materialising foe solutions. 
More imponandy, U lies in foe 
administration's willingness 
wd enthusiasm to bring about 
change, lb our part of foe 
world, signals for change have 
to come from above, not from 
below. People at foe bottom of 
the ladder respond positively to 
signals from above, especially 
if These at foe top push for foe 
realisation of foe signals and 
keep the momentum going. 

But foe beauty of foe five- 
year development plan which 
foe University of Jordan is ays- 
tailising, in the drawing of 
which aQ fomlty members and 
employees are presently 
involved, lies in the feet that it is 
brin gin g foe ideas of those at 
foe bottom of foe ladder to 
those at foe top. Everyone Is 
taking part in the ddennination 
of what needs to be done, and 
how it should be d one. This 
collective brainstorming is a 
crucial step for foe university, 
one which will unavoidably 
yield positive results. This is foe 
way to go. 

The path is long and may be 
strewn with thorns; but tread it 
we must stick it out we will 
have to. 


The right to dream 


TWENTY FIVE years ago 
Israel's Prime Minister Golda 
Mrar questioned foe very exis- 
tence of Palestinians as a sepa- 
rate national entity. This week 
as Palestinians once again con- 
firmed their amendment of the 
PLO covenant, tbe Presdent of 
foe United States reaffirmed in 
word and in deed the existence 
of a distinctive national 
Palestinian identity. 

But as the leader of the west- 
ern world was encouraging the 
forward looking attitudes of die 
Palestinians, foe Israelis were 
looking back as they were dig- 
ging in their heels. Having 
amended all the clauses that 
contradict the Peace Accords 
back in 1996, tbe leaders and 
represoitatives of the 
Palestinian people raised their 
hands and stood up to tell foe 
world that they are turning a 
page in their hikory. 

Palestinians looked to their 
new-found American friend for 
help in getting their political 
prisoners released, their land 
liberated and their future 
secured. On tbe other side, die 
Israelis were crying over their 
dead, talking about Palestinians 
with blood on their hands and 
denying their supposed peace 
partners foe right to dream. 

Tbe Israeli prime minister 
spoke with arrcjgance aad defi- 
ance completely ignoring foe 
Palestinians' outstretched 
hands for peace. We wiD not 
move from our position until 
foe Palestinians stop talking 
about declaration a state in the 
future, he said. We will not ful- 
fil our part of foe deal until foe 
Palestinians stop talking about 
Jerusalem as their .capital foe 
Israeli prime minister insisted 
We will not carry out any fur- 
ther redeployments until the 
Palestinians declare their 
acceptance to our -criteria for 
the release of their prisoners, he 
insisted. Tbe Netanyahu argu- 
ment seems to be that some- 
how, if die Palestinian leader 
accepts the release of common 
criminals instead of freedom 
fig hters , this will end foe popu- 
lar protests against the Israelis. 

AD foe above conditions are 
presented in foe mafia as gen- 
uine commitments that the 
Palestinian National Authority 
made at the Wye Agreement 
None of them appear in foe 
Wye Memorandum. What 
dees appear in that agreement 
was foe need for Israel to make 
another redeployment from 
Palestinian territories on 
Friday. The safe passage road 
between Gaza and foe West 
Bank should have been opened 
by now and foe economic woes 
feeing the Palestinians were to 
have been resolved by the 
Israelis. 

What is troubling is not only 
the Mure to implement these 
specific obligations under the 
Wye Agreement but foe gener- 
al mood that has been project- 
ed. Palestinians and to a large 
degree die Americans, are now 
convinced that the present 
Israeli government is not inter- 
ested in a genuine-peace. Every 
possible excuse is found to 
defer carrying out what, is 
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Daoud Kuttab 

required to move the peace 
process forward. There are vio- 
lations not only of the letter of 
foe Agreement but more 
importantly of the spirit of 
peace. President Clinton talked 
about this when he spoke about 
the need far reconciliation and 
generous genuine peace. He 
specifically spoke against a 
“grudging peace.” Although he 
spoke these words to a 
Palestinian audience, there is 
no doubt be was talking to the 
Israelis and specifically to die 
Netanyahu government 

The most obvious difference 
in the attitudes of Palestinians 
and Israelis were seen in the 
itinerary of the first couple on 
Tliesday. Both Palestinians and 
Israelis were asked to recom- 
mend where they would like 
the U.S. President, his wife 
Hillary and daughter Chelsea 
to go on their last day in the 
region. 

Tbe Palestinians recom- 
mended Bethlehem and pro- 
vided a Christinas choir, deco- 
rating the Nativity tree and a 
visit to the birthplace of Jesus. 
The leaders and people of 
Bethlehem woe out in throngs 
fighting for a chance to take a 
glimpse of the U.S. president. 
U.S. and Palestinian flags 
decked the buildings and a spe- 
cial poster was created for the 
occasion. As children, sang 
Christmas carols, hundreds of 
posters spoke of the Palestinian 
dream of ‘freedom and inde- 
pendence.” On the other side, 
the Israeli choice was the com- 
plete opposite. They chose the 
desert castle of Massada. The 
symbolism of the location puz- 
zled the American visitors. 
After all this was foe sight of 
mass suicide by zealous Jewish 
radicals. Two contradictory 
symbols. One looking to the 
future and singing for peace on 
earth and goodwill to men: foe 
other presenting a fortress 
mentality. 

Hie balance of forces in foe 
Middle East is not in favour of 
the Palestinians. They are the 
weak party in a negotiations 
process where Israelis are try- 
ing to dictate every step. The 
political leadership of the 
Palestinian people will uy to 
obtain foe best possible deal 
considering their adverse nego- 
tiating position. But tiie feet 
that Arafet and his aides are 
forced to accept an inferior 
agreement, doesn’t mean that 
foe Palestinian people, includ- 
ing their leadership, should not 
be allowed to dream. 
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Regent: Jordan is central to the region and is fully committed 
to the removal of weapons of mass destruction 


Following are excerpts from Tues- 
day's joint press conference with His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san , the Regent, and U.S. Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albright, at the 
Royal Palace. 

.Regent: Ladies and gentlemen. I'd 
like to congratulate Secretary 
Albright on behalf of Hjs Majesty 
King Hussein, who stood so boldly by 
President Clinton, President Arafat 
and Prime Minisrer Netanyahu, only a 
few short weeks ago at the conclusion 
of the Wye River talks, to say on his 
behalf how deeply appreciative we 
are of the personal commitment and 
dedication of President Clinton and 
bdeed of Secretary Albright and the 
peace team, which I understand is 
now continuing with its commitment 
to work with speciaiised committees 
to see through what was agreed upon 
in the ongoing conversations yester- 
day and today. Welcome to Jordan 
and on behalf of all here may 1 thank 
you for your contribution in coming 
here to show visibly that once again 
Jordan stands out as a visible contrib- 
utor and a visible partner in our 
shared common search for peace with 
a human phase. Thank you. 

Albright: Thank you very much and I 
am very pleased to be in Jordan and*to 
have had the opportunity to meet with 
HRH Crown Prince Hassan and to 
discuss the many interests our two 
countries have in common. 

1 discussed President Clinton's his- 
toric visit to Gaza and his productive 
meetings [with both sides], I also took 
the opportunity to reiterate our admi- 
ration for the courageous role played 
by His Majesty King Hussein and the 
government of Jordan in support of 
the Middle East peace process, in 
fact, without King Hussein’s presence 
at Wye. I think we would not have 
gotten as far. He provided us with a 
very moving and magic time. By 
striving to heal the divisions that have 
tormented the region for so long, Jor- 
dan has made many friends in the 
United States and earned the admira- 
tion of the world. The admiration cer- 
tainly extends to Crown Prince Has- 
san because of the superb leadership 
he has shown both domestically and 
internationally during the King’s ill- 
ness. We will pray for the King, for 
his health and for his return to his 
people here in Jordan. But we are also 
very grateful for the Crown Prince’s 
experience, strength and vision. I 
must say that in the months tbar^J 
have known him, we have engaged in 


some very interesting and productive 
discussions and we were able to con- 
tinue that this morning. Although 
much changes in the Middle East, the 
tradition of effective leadership in 
Jordan carries on. 

On behalf of President Clinton, 1 
have assured the Crown Prince of 
America's ongoing commiunent to 
help bring grearer economic opportu- 
nities to the people of Jordan and to 
help Jordan meet its security needs. In 
that regard. I discussed with the 
Crown Prince our intent to work with 
Congress to obtain S200 million in 
additional security assistance to Jor- 
dan in addition to our annual econom- 
ic and military assistance programme 
for which we will seek S225' million 
in the coming year. 

We are encouraged that Jordan's 
economic team is" working closely 
with the World Bank and the IMF to 
provide a strong foundation for future 
growth, and we remain the largest 
cash donors to the United Nat Tons 
agency that provides for Palestinian 
refugees throughout the region. More 
broadly, we retain our deep interests 
in helping the peoples of the Middle 
East to break down the remaining bar- 
riers to mutual trust and cooperation. 
The government of Jordan has been a 
leader in this effort. On the funda- 
mental issues of trade, tourism, 
investment and the stewardship of 
water and natural resources, the path 
of cooperation is the sure way to a 
brighter future. In closing, let me just 
say again that the United States is 
very pleased to count among its clos- 
est friends and allies the Kingdom of 
Jordan. And 1 am very pleased to have 
the opportunity to meet once again 
with as distinguished a leader as His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san. And finally let me wish everyone 
a blessed Ramadan and a happy holi- 
day season. 

In reply to a question on a statement 
issued by the Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu on Tuesday that 
his government would not carry out a 
second troop redeployment scheduled 
for Friday under the Wyv River 
accord, the Regent said: 

Well, if I may just say that the Secre- 
tary emphasised a very important 
word: trust. 'And in terms of the com- 
munications that we have seen over 
the past few r days, indeed with Prime 
Minister Tarawneh visiting Gaza. I 
would like to emphasise the impor- 
tance of the achievement in demysti- 
fying some of the issues: the question 
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of prisoners fur example. The ques- 
tion of security, us 1 said once again... 
is noi only the vitality of projects, the 
airport and the industrial estate. Peo- 
ple want to know, mothers want to 
know whai is the future of their chil- 
dren. And I think that with all due 
respect to the achievement today it 
has been a human achievement. What 
is important to see in terms of the 
committees and their work is how 
they will contribute to institutionalis- 
ing this conversation and this new 
reality. 

Albright: The president and the dele- 
gation came to the region as pan of 
the fulfillment of Wye. The president 
had said that he would come Jto] 
Gu7.a to be present at what really did 
turn out to be a histuric occasion and 
fan| opportunity to turn a page and 
move away from the ideological 
underpinnings of struggle, to u time 
where the peace process is the guid- 
ing light, and I think it is very impor- 
tant to understand the importance of 
what did happen yesterday at the PNC 
meeting, because there have been a 
number of statements and letters in 
the past years that abrogate the parts 
of the Palestinian covenant rhat were 
offensive to Israel, but this was a pub- 
lic meeting that allowed the people of 
Israel to hear the message, and that is 
a point that President Clinton made 
[about) a people to people message 
and the desire to move into a different 
atmosphere. We came also to Israel 
and Gaza in order to be able to restore 
communication and get the peace 
process back on track and moving 
forward and the first phase of the 
implementation had actually worked 
well because the rwo parties were 
talking to each other. In recent weeks, 
there has been a breakdown of com- 
munication. I think primarily over the 
prisoner issue, and this morning, in 
the discussion lhat the president held 
in the trilateral meeting, it was decid- 
ed that there were a number of ways 
the peace process could get back on 
track and one of them was that there 
is a chance for dealing with the pris- 
oner questions. The Israelis did what 
they said they would do as far as pris- 
oner releases were concerned, but 
dearly this is an issue of great sensi- 
tivity for the Palestinians, and so 
there was a plan made to deal with 
those problems on a case by case 
basis through this channel, and there 
is a hope that will indeed work. 

We’ve said all along lhat there are 
mutual obligations on both sides — 
this is the key to Wye. Deployments 


cannot be off the table. There are 
parts of the agreement that the Israeli 
government signed, and they have to 
go forward, as the Palestinians have 
to fulfil their obligations. It would be 
unfortunate if there were delays. [Ji is 
important! to have negotiations take 
place in good faith and move it for- 
ward. We have the ability to work 
very hard and push the process for- 
ward. The U.S. will do what we can, 
but leaders have to make the deei- 


Regenf; If l may just follow on the 
question of final status in the Ameri- 
can football idiom, we are not talking 
here of quarterfinal, semi and possi- 
bly final and final final status. When 
we speak about overarching issues, 
quite frankly, with all due respect to 
President Clinton, to the American 
administration, to the government of 
Israel and indeed to our Palestinian 
brethren, when you talk about issues 
such as refugees, water, security, 
Jerusalem, you are by definition talk- 
ing about overarching issues. The Jor- 
danian peace treaty calls upon us to 
involve and invoke Jordanian inter- 
ests when it comes to many of these 
issues. So I would like ro point out 
that the process of conversations is 
important but in terms of the map of 
the region for comprehensive peace to 
be truly comprehensive, then you 
have to encourage the involvement of 
ail parties concerned, including clear- 
ly. the role of Syria and Lebanon, at a 
given moment. 

In response to a question on what 
measures have been taken to ensure 
Jordan's interests will be taken into 
account in final status talks, the 
Regent said: 

1 think that we obviously play a role 
at the level of His Majesty’s states- 
manship in terms of contributing to a 
vision of peace. And once again, we 
do not see final status as accumula- 
tion of events. We see next year as a 
new chapter in terms of discussing, 
not the interim, but in discussing the 
future of this region into the next mil- 
lennium. 

Albright: Could [I] just add that there 
is no question, as His Royal Highness 
said, that Jordan is very much a part 
of this, and we will be coordinating 
with our Jordanian friends as we 
move forward on final status, because 
a lot of these issues are larger than 
just between the two parties. 

In reply to a question on whether 


Clinton’s three-day visit marked a 
change of attitude in relations 
between the U.S. and the Arab World, 
and what it meant vis-a-vis Iraq. 
Albright answered: 

Well, first of all let me say that 1 do 
think it was an historic visit and an 
historic speech. I visited Gaza myself 
a few months ago. Prime Minister 
Netanyahu was also there, and I think 
there is an increasing sense that it is 
important for there to be a sense of 
understanding [from] both parties, 
what ro/e will they play, what are 
their aspirations, and so the visit, 1 
think, was a very appropriate one in 
terms of making more concrete, even 
in the airport itself, [that] which is 
concrete in terms of what was accom- 
plished at Wye. and 1 think... the pres- 
ident’s visit there was very symbolic 
of that. The president has for some 
time been trying very hard to express 
to the Arab World and to Muslims that 
the United States has the highest 
respect for the Islamic religion. There 
has been a tendency among some to 
not understand fully what the religion 
is about, and as the president said in 
his U.N. General Assembly speech, [it 
isj a simplistic approach that some 
times equates Islam with terrorism... 
he stated many times now that the 
Koran talks about reconciliation and 
friendship and peace, and that is a pan 
the American people need to know 
more about in terms of Islamic reli- 
gion. He reiterated that notion again 
in his speech in Gaza. I would hope 
very much, that having the president 
of the U.S. make those statements so 
clearly, that it would be recognised by 
Muslims and the Arab countries that 
we want to have a relationship of 
respect and [the understanding] that 
all of our religions are looking for 
peace, and the president’s trip here 
symbolised that. We have talked 
about Iraq a lot. I do not think that 
they are representative of the Arab 
World. I think that their desire to evi- 
dently keep threatening neighbours 
and the region and our interest has 
nothing to do with the majority of the 
people that live in this region/and we 
are united. His Royal Highness can 
speak for himself, in terms of trying 
to deal with the threat of weapons of 
mass destruction posed by Saddam 
Hussein’s activities and intentions. 

Regent: Well, if I may, on the ques- 
tion of weapons of mass destruction 
and with reference not only to Iraq 
but to the broader region from Mar- 
rakech to Bangladesh, if you will, we 


are speaking of weapons of mass 
destruction and delivery systems in a 
number of countries, the most recent 
dismay to all of us was the nuclear 
explosions in both India and Pakistan. 
So I want to say char this country is 
centra] to the region, we live in a 
killing zone. I watch with interest our 
Israeli interlocutors talking about the 
distribution of new gas masks. We do 
not even have old gas masks! So 
clearly any use of nuclear, biological 
or chemical weapons is going to be a 
direct menace to the people of Jordan. 
W'e are fully committed to the 
removal of these weapons. We have 
made our point clear time and again 
to the Iraqi government that the full 
respect and compliance with interna- 
tional resolutions is essential. And 
that the point of regional thinking is at 
the top of our agenda in our conversa- 
tion with the secretary, is basically 
determined by the fact that we are a 
lynch pin. We do live in a rough 
neighbourhood. 

Turning to Arabs and Muslims, let 
me just cite two points about terror. 
Jews and Muslims were targeted in 
Sarajevo. Jordan was represented by 
15,000 peace keepers in the Balkans 
as were moderate Muslim countries 
from Morocco to Bangladesh. No one 
in the press ever referred to them, no 
one referred to the fact that we 
worked with Jews against anti-Semi- 
tism in the understanding that they 
would work with us against Islamo- 
phobia or fear or hate of Islam. I was 
privileged only a few short months 
ago to receive an honorary degree at 
the University of Ulster, a Jewish 
chancellor, a non-denominational uni- 
versity and a Muslim recipient. And 
when they started talking about terror, 

I said please bear in mind that terror 
when used in the context of Islam is 
adjectival, and I would like to ask you 
is there such a thing as a Christian ter- 
ror. So I hope that we can talk about 
the majority of Muslims, the majority 
of Christians. Incidentally, there is 
less than one per cent Christian Pales- 
tinian presence in historical Palestine 
today, there are more Christian Arabs 
in Sydney Australia than there are in 
Jerusalem, so 1 think that referring in 
civilised terms to a people and recog- 
nising their antecedents and their 
commitment to peace on the basis of a 
shared value system, Christian, Mus- 
lim and Jewish, is what we need to 
focus on. and in that I make a new 
plea to the press to focus not only on 
the sensational, but to focus on the 
human. 


Eastern friends and eastern scenes 




AFTER A LONG wail the Romanian embassy 
in Amman has a new ambassador He is Vasile 
Sofineti, 49, and a one-time journalist. Sofineti 
obtained his BA in Persian language and liter- 
ature ai Tehran University in die early 70s. 
After graduation and uniil 1990, he was editor 
of Radio Bucharest, programmes for abroad. 
Iran desk. He then decided on a carver change 
that had long been his desire and became a 
diplomat at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
Sqfinalwas quickly appointed first secretary at 
the Romanian embassy in Tehran that same 
year. During his four years in the Islamic repub- 
lic, he may named charge* d’affaires for one 
year. From 1994 to 199S he served as director 
at die Directorate of Press Relations at his for- 
eign ministry until his appointment to Amman. 
Sofineti has published his translations of Per- 
sia n prose and poetry in literary magazines. He 
an d his wife Gheulnar, who also speaks Turk- 
ish . have a 19-year-old daughter. Sofineti suc- 
ceeds loan Agaficioaia who returned to Roma- 
nia earlier this war. 


Diplomacy and business was a common ntix 
hat week on die entertaining scene of friendly 
Arab countries. 

* On Friday visiting Egyptian Prime Minister 
Kama! Ganzpuri was accompanied to a lun- 
cheon bv Minister iff Information Nasser Judah 
at the residence of Egyptian Ambassador Hatii 
Riyad The guest list included Prime Minister 
Fayez Tarmvneh, Interior Minister Nayef Qadt. 
wd several other politicians, businessmen, ana 
Journalists. The event was a social culmination 
l fihe meetings of the Higher JonJanian-Egypt- 
bn Committee which ended in the signbig ff I J 
QgKanents between the two countries. 

* To celebrate Bahrain s national day Ambas - 

Mohammad Bin Seif Jaber Al Musallem 
hosted a reception at the Inter. Continental 
Hotel on Tuesday. Also hosting a party for the 
occasion, but inviting Ambassador A ^ 
MusaUem as guest of honour, mis Jordan Duty 
ffc* Shops Company Director naitham 
Mqjali While the recently opened dtay F** 
shop, heated cm the north side of Jabal Amman 
between the fourth and fifth circles, is stocked 
- Xv uh all sorts of luxuries and spirits, tire fare at 
^ reception was a spread of sobering sweets, 
fait juices and Ann Soda. 

*Jhe President ff Jordan Kuwait Baltic Abdul 

K °tim Kabariti and bank board members host- 

ed their annual celebration this year at Dunes 


Club. Looking more and mom like bunking 
agrees with him and even sporting Ixmkers 
pinstripes, former Prime Minister Kahuriti wel- 
comed his guests who included ministers past 
and present . Lower House deputies, managers 
ff other banks, businesspersons and newspa/vr 
editors. 


JAPANESE FRIENDS: Sharif Jamil Bin Nass- 
er. president of the Jottkm-Japan Friendship 
Association hosted a dinner on Tuesday to cel- 
ebrate the 25th annnvrsary of the iissorialian. 
Addressing the guests, who included Japanese 
Ambassador to Jordan Koichi Matsuniuio and 
association members, Sharif Jamil said he iiw 
deeply grateful to HRH Cnnvn Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, for his support for and encourage- 
ment of the association. He also paid tribute to 
His Majesty King Hussein and Emperor Him- 
hitoff Japan, saying tlutt “the foundation upon 
which the association striws to build, in how - 
ever a humble manner, is the result of the 
friendship and mutual respect" herween these 
two leaders. Sharif Jamil counted several 
t T ents and projects as examples of the “•nil- 
standing development of common bonds, objec- 
tives and understanding between the two coun- 
tries. ” Among them were the exchange oj visits 
between the Crown Princes of both countries. 
Jordan Week in Japan. Japan Hi «* in JonJan. 
and the considerable assisuutcc Japan has pro- 
vided JonJan over the lust two decades. In ivftiy. 
Ambassador Matsumoto noted that among the 
associations members were several persons 
who have held senior government posts or arc 
active in the world of business. On the pence 
process he said tlutt when Jordan is mentioned, 
the people of Japan automatically nxntt the 
Kingdom ! s role, and especially the naive ivlc of 
His Majesty King Hussein in bringing the 
recent Palestinian-lsraeli agreement at the W Ke 
Plantation to success. The ceremony ended 
with Sharif Jamil presenting the association 
shield to veteran businessman AH Dujuni and 
Ambassador Matsumoto. 


MORE FROM JAPAN: The Japan Foundation 
presented 62 books on JajHUt Tuesday to the 
Institute of Diplomacy. During a ceremony held 
at die ID on the occasion. Ambassador Mat- 
sumoto explained rhat the Japan Foundation 
was a national cultural institution which aims 
to expand other countries' knowledge of Japan. 
Receiving the books was ID President Kamel 
Abu Jaber. ex minister of foreign affairs 



The first prize win- 
ning artwork of Mari- 
na Jouri of the 
Amman National 
School, selected by 
the Intercontinental 
Hotel school compe- 
tition with the theme 
'The Worid’s Envi- 
ronment’. Eight- 
year-old Marina’s 
drawing is being 
used as the 
InterContinental’s 
holiday greeting 
card this season. 
Nice work Marina!!!! 


EASTERN SCENE: The soon to be soft opening 
of the Grand Hyan Amman will unveil the com- 
missioned work of London-based Iraqi artist 
Dia Azzuwi in grand style. The work is afive- 
mettv long wall relief which the artist calls 
Mashhad Slump (Eiisrem scene). It has been 
installed in the Grand Lobby of the hotel Azza- 
wis Mashhad Shan/i is a two-dimensional 
composition, cut aiul reassembled into a three- 
dimensional wall relief of ten overlapping 
pans, creating on an ltiit cntruf construction 
that rakes die shape of its slightly convex hack- 
gmund. The abstract comptrsition reveals geo- 
metric patterns inspired by Arabic folklore, 
arabesque design and old stained glass. Bom 
and educated in Iraq. Azw'i is a 1962 gradu- 
ate of archaeology from Baghdad University, 
and also Iwx a degree in fine an. obtained in 
}9&4. He has lived in London since 1976. His 
work is well-known in Europe and throughout 
the A nib \M./rfJ, and his numerous public col- 
lectors ant the Victoria and Albert Museum, 
London: the British Museum, London; the Bib- 
limeque Nationalc. Paris: and the Gulbetikian 
Collection. Barcelona. The Grand Hyan 
Amman, the Midille East’s first Grand Hyatt, 
opens ro the public on Dec. 26. It promises an 
array of services to guests and the public from 
food, beverages and entertainment, to a health 
spa. business cennv and deli Now if only some- 
thing could he done nlvntt that unsightly build- 
ing across the road 
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BAZAAR JAM: Al Hussein Stxiety for the 
Habiliumon/RehabiUiation of the Physically 
Challenged Annual Bazaar mas another jam- 
packed success. The one-day pre-holiday 
bazaar feantres tables of national products 
from the cotumies of most of the diplomatic 
corps stationed in Amman as well as local 
NGOs. This year the table to clean up first was 
that of South Africa, which featured hand-made 
mahogany bowls. Perhaps the largest display 
table was that manned by the Israelis — and it 
was quite flocked with holiday shoppers check- 
ing out everything from cotton undies to Israeli 
mamtfactured sweets. Manning the tables we 
spotted Sitfania Khatifeh for Scandinavia. 
Dodi Tabba for Pakistan, Flora Abu Ktshek for 
Greece. Gheulnar Sofineti for Romania and 
Anomie Voght for Belgium. 


WATER DUNK: Teaming up for an unusual 
match are basketball arch rinds Al Orthodati 
and AlAhti on Tuesday (Dec. 22) at the Ortho- 
dox Club. The open imitation to the march is 
sponsored by the Jonian Environment Society, 
rite Ministry of Wtter and the U.S. Agency for 
International Development. The event is held in 
support ff the importance of public awareness of 
Jordan ’s water situation. 


— Jennifer Hamameh 


Balance 
your act 

By Jean-C!aude Elias 

WITH THE current craze, 
which consists of upgrad- 
ing an existing PC to bring 
it up to the latest standard! 
the danger of creating inef- 
ficient systems is real. At 
the beginning of the 
nineties users of personal 
computers started to realise 
that their machines were 
but an assembly of discrete 
components, each having a 
life of its own. The hard 
disk drive, the monitor, the 
memory chips, the CD- 
ROM drive, and the other 
elements of the PC can be 
chosen, replaced, removed 
and added separately, 
somewhat like the compo- 
nents of a stereo system, 
albeit nor with the same 
simplicity. 

Tlie speed of change that 
is sweeping the world of 
small computers has accel- 
erated the phenomenon, 
and the typical user bravely 
undertakes to upgrade his 
PC once or even twice a 
year. Apart from the risk of 
introducing or replacing 
parts that" simply won’t 
work at all with the others, 
the less obvious pitfall is 
creatine a system that 
would be out of balance. 

The principle is not dif- 
ferent from any other 
upgrade we would do to 
equipment like cars or 
stereos for instance, though 
things may be a bit hidden 
when it comes to comput- 
ers. Even without being a 
specialist in acoustics, one 
wouldn't connect say a 300 
watts amplifier to a pair of 
speakers designed to with- 
stand 50 watts. Similarly it 
doesn’t take a degree in 
automotive engineering to 
know that a KOOOcc engine 
can’t deliver the same air 
conditioning power as a 
3,000 or 4.000cc car. 


chip talk 


The new types of comput- 
er hard disc drives not only 
give us more srorage capac- 
ity, they also offer faster 
transfer rates of data. The 
two characteristics go 
together. In other words, a 
new 8GB (eight billion 
characters) hard disc can- 
not only store eight times 
more inform alien than a 
1GB disc, it also moves 
data (in and out) much 
faster than the older model. 
But of course, to deliver at 
peak performance, it will 
need ro be working under 
the control of a faster com- 
puter too, overall. 

Therefore, replacing an 
old 1GB disc with an 8GB 
model, on a computer fined 
with a 486 processor is not 
a recommended operation 
(it’s not "forbidden " 
either), unless one also 
replaces the 486 chip with a 
newer one. 

The same applies to the 
other elements like the 
memory, the CD-ROM. 
and so forth. The basic, 
essential principle behind 
any good upgrade is bal- 
ance. There’s no point 
bragging about the new 
Pentium 11 450 processor 
you just acquired if the rest 
of your machine is not at 
the same level in terms of 
memory, disc drives, etc. 
Usually, the problem does- 
n't exist when one buys a 
completely new computer, 
for the vendor, assumed to 
be an honest professional, 
would have done the home- 
work for the client by con- 
figuring a balanced system. 
The difficulty mainly 
occurs when upgrading an 
existing PC. The simplest, 
safest method is to look at 
the specifications of the lat- 
est models in a computer 
magazine and find your 
■'inspiration” there. It’s 
almost foolproof. 
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Egypt targets 7% growth in 1999/2000 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt’s 
Prime Minister Kama] Gan- 
zouri said Wednesday he 
expected the economy to 
grow a record seven per 
cent in fiscal 1999/2000, up 
from 6.2 per cent forecast 
this year and 5.7 per cent 
last year. 

Ganzouri told parliament 
in an annual speech setting 
out his government’s plans 
that Egypt had sound eco- 
nomic fundamentals and 
was pressing ahead with 
big desert development 
projects. 

He said the government 
was determined to develop 
19 new areas in the desert 
to relieve population densi- 


ty in the NiJe Valley, where 
almost all Egypt's 62 mil- 
lion people live. 

“Our flight out of the nar- 
row valley is not optional 
nor is it a desire to get into 
huge projects. We want to 
redraw the map to boost the 
inhabited area five-fold in 
20 years," he said. 

Egypt has already 
launched several large- 
scale industrial, agricultural 
and housing projects, 
including a major irrigation 
and fanning scheme in the 
southern desert area of 
Toshka. 

Ganzouri said Egypt's 
average per capita income 
had doubled to about 


$1,464 since it launched 
economic reforms in 1991. 
He said unemployment in a 
workforce of 18.3 million 
had fallen to 7.9 per cent 
this year and would drop to 
7.4 per cent next year. 

Ganzouri said the privati- 
sation programme begun in 
1991 had covered 314 com- 
panies. of which 119 have 
been sold partially or total- 
ly for receipts of nine bil- 
lion pounds ($2.65 billion;. 

He said no workers had 
been fired in the process. 
“This never happened in 
the world's privatisation 
programmes.” 

Ganzouri said the govern- 
ment had held the budget 


deficit at one per cent of 
gross domestic product 
(GDP) for the past three 
years after slashing it from 
24 per cent in 1991/92. “We 
need to work hard to main- 
tain it," he added. 

Inflation plummeted from 
27 per cent in 1991/92 to 
four per cent this year, Gan- 
zouri said. Foreign reserves 
of more than $20 billion 
were also worth twice local 
currency in circulation. 

Ganzouri said the 
exchange rate was stable, 
although bankers have 
complained in recent 
months of dollar shortages 
that have stifled the inter- 
bank pound/dollar market. 


"Foreign currency is used 
to power the national 
econonmy in terms of what 
it needs from foreign com- 
ponents. It is not and will 
not be an object for trade," 
Ganzouri said 
He said Egypt’s foreign 
debt stood at $2S.l billion 
this year from $28.8 billion 
last year. “This a very limit- 
ed burden... Short-term 

loans are only six per cent 
of that figure and 75 per 
cent are rescheduled for 
payment by 2029,” he said 
Ganzouri said local debt 
was 49 per cent of GDP. 
comfortably below an inter- 
nationally accepted rate of 
60 per cent. 


OECD sees less interventionist mood among Asian governments 


PARIS (AFP) — Asian 
governments are taking a 
more balanced view of 
their role in the financial 
markets in the wake of the 
regional financial crisis. 
OECD and World Bank 
officials said here Wednes- 
day. 

ft was clear from com- 
ments by Asian delegates 
at a seminar here on securi- 
ties markets in emerging 
economies that there have 
been some “major para- 
digm shifts” in the view of 
the government’s role 
since the Asian crisis, Hans 
Blommestein, head of the 
OECD’* financial affairs 


division, told a news con- 
ference. 

In the past. governments 
tended to see their role as 
one of intervention in mar- 
kets when they saw some- 
thing happening they did 
not like, rather than acting 
as a catalyst to ensure 
healthy development of a 
debt market. Blommestein 
said. 

But it was clear this week 
that they “have come clos- 
er to what is common poli- 
cy thinking in the OECD,” 
that governments should 
act as a “catalyst” and reg- 
ulator to ensure develop- 
ment of n broad-bioed. 
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healthy and transparent 
debt market OECD and 
World Bank officials said. 

“Nobody suggested that 
capital controls were an 
appropriate policy 

response” to financial 
problems. Blommestein 
said. But Malaysia, one 
Asian country which has 
suggested such moves to 
protect its economy, was 
not represented at the 
three-day seminar here. 

Participants agreed that 
governments have a key 
role to play in developing 
strong financial markets, 
but the crucial issue is 
defining that role. 

Governments should be 
in the securities market 
both as an issuer of bonds 
and a regulator of the debt 
market because a govern- 
ment which is also a mar- 


ket player will be closer to 
the market and react more 
quickly to the need for any 
changes to its operation, 
said Clemente de Valle 
Borraez of the World 
Bank. 

At the same time, the 
existence of zero risk gov- 
ernment debt instruments 
establishes a yield curve 
and makes risk assessment 
easier, said Borraez, prin- 
cipal financial specialist in 
the bank’s capital markets 
department. 

The absence of such 
instruments in several 
Asian markets made it dif- 
ficult for investors to 
assess the correct pricing 
and risk levels for private 
debt instruments on offer. 

Government must take 
care not to “crowd out” 
other operators in the debt 


market, as a wide spread of 
instruments and maturities 
is also a key to a healthy 
market officials said. 

The need for strong, 
transparent debt markets in 
emerging economies is ail 
the greater because of their 
traditional high dependen- 
cy on foreign capital, the 
officials said. 

The Russian financial 
crisis, for example, bad 
sparked a liquidity prob- 
lem even in the U.S. mar- 
ket, said Paul Malvey, 
associate director of the 
U.S. Treasury market 
finance office, who chaired 
the three-day seminar here. 

“Trading in outstanding 
issues was virtually mori- 
bund” and new debt issues 
ground to a halt in the U.S. 
market, Malvey said. 


ASEAN leaders move 
to get recovery under way 


HANOI (AFP) — 
Southeast Asian leaders 
approved a combination 
of immediate and medi- 
um-term measures 
Wednesday to spur 
trade and investment 
flows and promote 
closer economic cohe- 
sion into the next cen- 
tury. 

Plans spelled out by 
the Association of 


South East Asian 
Nations ( ASEAN) at 
the end of a two-day 
summit here also 
marked their first coor- 
dinated effort . at the 
highest level to breathe 
new life into comatose 
regional economies. 

Sultan Hassanal 
Bolkiah of Brunei said 
the programmes reflect- 
ed ASEAN's “strong 


determination to regain 
business confidence, 
enhance economic 
recovery and promote 
growth. 

“All of these will give 
new momentum to the 
region’s growth and 
development,” he said. 

ASEAN leaders 

adopted a Hanoi Action 
Plan spelling out eco- 
nomic measures the 
group intends to take in 
the six years to 2004 to 
create an integrated 
market of more than 
500 million consumers. 

Separately, they gave 
the green light to a 
package of “bold mea- 
sures” including accel- 
erated tariff cuts and 
incentives such as tax 
breaks to attract foreign 
investors. 
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HSBC BritishBank MasterCard Dream Holiday Prize Winner 


HSBC BritishBank is pleased to 
announce that the winner of its 
MasterCard dream holiday 
draw is Mr. Awwad Rasbed. The 
prize was handed to the winner 
by Mr. Robert Bray, Chief 
Executive Officer in the pres- 
ence of Mrs. Diana Nassar, 
Credit Card Executive, Jordan. 
The prize is a five day trip to 
Bali for two including airfare 
and accommodations. Mr. 
Awwad Rashed is the first Jor- 
danian national to win such a 


prize from HSBC BritishBank. 

The raffle was devised to give 
the opportunity to all HSBC 
BritishBank customers to win 
one of 15 dream holiday prizes 
to Venice, Rome, Bali and Istan- 
bul. For every $100 the card- 
holder spent on his MasterCard 
to pay for goods and/or services 
during the months of June, July 
and August 1998, the customer 
was automatically entered into 
the draw to win one of the 15 
fabulous prizes. In addition 


cardholders who use their Mas- ,4 
terCard cards for purchase:? 
and/or services totalling $2,500 
or more were entered in a sec- 
ond draw for the Grand Prize of 
a South East Asian Cruise. The 
actual draw took place on Octo- 
ber 31. 1998 in the HSBC 
BritishBank Card Centre 
Regional Office in Sharjah, 
UAEJEmer the next raffle and 
you can also be a fabulous prize 
winner. 
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ACROSS 
1 Emblem 
5 Tossed 

10 Comic Johnson 
of ‘Rowan and 
Martin's Laugh- 
in’ 

14 Not In favor of 

15 Already up and 
about 

16 Gas used for 
lights 

17 Lose direction 

20 Bad mouth 

21 Cat on the 
prowl 

22 Sicilian volcanic 
mountain 

24 Disorderly 

25 Put up with 

29 Saw logs? 

32 Bronco-busting 
events 

34 Mai _ cocktail 

35 Alleviate 

39 Lose patience 

42 Were it not that 

43 Have financial 
obligations 

44 Making 
missteps 

45 Soothsayers 

47 Mom's sister, 
informally 

48 Tantalize 

52 Planted 

54 Canadian 

province 

57 Finery 
62 Lose control 

64 Skin problem 

65 Furiously 
enraged 

66 Quench 

67 Take Her. _ 
Mine* 

66 Encumbrances 

69 Son of 
Aphrodite 


DOWN 

1 Heroic tale 

2 Baseball's 
Slaughter 

3 Over and 
above 

4 Existence 

5 Chilly coating 

6 Bed sheets and 
tablecloths 
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By James E. Buell 
Fort -Washington, HD 

7 Member of 
NATO 

8 Profits 

9 Pesky Insect 

10 Viewpoint 

11 Really stinks 

12 Shadings 

13 Way In 

18 No longer 
subject to 

19 Make reference 
to 

23 Buck racks 

25 Jason's galley 

26 Blessing 

27 Heartthrob 

28 Challenge 

30 Lummox 

31 Wedding 
shower? 

33 Wing-tip or 
oxford 

35 Very fight 

brown 

36 Related (to) 

37 Transmitted 

38 Uptight 

40 Reverence 

41 Mandarin or 
navel, e.g. 
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45 Indentured 
servant 

46 Wretched 

48 Forum 
garments 

49 Son of Cain 

50 Make amends 

51 Vaults 

53 Garden pests 


55 never fly 

56 Buckeye State 

58 Church recess 

59 Regan's father 

60 Fascinated by 

61 Summer 
coolers 

63 One of tee 
Gabors 


Peanuts 
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HE SHOULDN'T EVEN V-x 
BE HERE ..HE SHOULD/ | LL 
BE OUT CHASING/ 60 
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HEY, YOU. 1 YOU 
SHOULD BE OUT 
CHASING RABBITS' 
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“You’re a child at heart, a toddler 
at muscle tone, an infant at hair 
1 and a dog at breath.” 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to 
form (our ordinary words. 


RAWLI 

D. 


\ 

t 


□ 


n 

n 

01696 Tnbuna IMa S 

■mess, Ino. 


ROPAN 



— 


□ 

DROAFE 


IE IE 



KUP 

HOO 

_ 

_ 

''■■V 


n 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and MUce ArglHon 



Gimme the 
section with 
the 'Jumble' 


POIN© THE PUZ- 
ZLE AT THE 
OFFICE © THIS. 


Now arrange tee circled letters to 
form Die surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by trig above cartoon. 


Answer: f'T Y YT HTT 

. N. A. ^ A. 


Saturday's 




(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: HOVEL BASIN INJURE - WIZARD 
Answer. No question about It, tee reporters dog was 
considered a real — NEWS HOUND 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, December 17-18, 1998 




A review of news from the Arabic Press 


‘High profitability of banks reflects 
negatively on the economies of the region 
represents barrier to activating investments 9 


** ACCORDING TO Kemal Dervis, vice 
president far the Middle East and North Africa 
at The Worid Bank, countries in the region 
implementing economic adjustment and 
restructuring programmes should strive to 
achieve a growth rate of no less than 5.5 per 
cent a year to face population growth and 
'counter poverty and unemployment. 

Speaking during the regional journalists’ 
workshop held in Cairo recently, Dervis indi- 
cated that major and real difficulties face the 
development plans of the Middle East coun- 
tries which haw recorded tow growth rate. He 
called for continued efforts, higher productivi- 
ty and improved investment climate as they 
are the bases for progress and development. 

The senior Worid Bank official said the 
Middle East region was not affected directly 
by the Asian crisis which, however, had some 
impact on the oil producing countries with 
respect to lower demand for oil from South 
East Asia. Dervis indicated that the growth rate 
in average for the Middle East and North 
Africa was about 3.4 per cent in 1997. The 
growth rate in the Arab Gulf oil countries did 
not exceed the 2.7 per cent level compared to 
a n average growth of around 4.4 per cent for 
ooo -oil countries, the senior World Bank offi- 
cial explained. 

Praising tbe non-oil countries which adopt a 
diversified production base. Dervis said the 
decline in oil prices has grossly damaged the 
plans and programmes of oQ countries and 
negatively reflected on their growth. He high- 
lighted both the poverty and the unemploy- 
ment as being the most pressing challenges for 
tbe region. “Coordination between tbe educar 
tic® and training programmes, on the one 
hand, and tbe requirements of the market on 


the other, would contribute to finding a way to 
remedy these phenomena,” he stressed. 

John Page, chief economist for the Middle 
East and North Africa, told the journalists from 
Algeria, Jordan, Egypt Lebanon, Morocco. 
Saudi Arabia. Tunisia, the West Bank and 
Gaza and the United Kingdom that Arab 
countries should open up more to the worid 
and that it is not enough to concentrate on 
group accords and the Arab Free Trade Zone. 
However, Page stressed that working through 
a regional contexi is important if it can bring 
benefits and openness to the work like the 
European experience. 

He indicated that inter-Arab trade has 
increased if oil exports are excluded. Further- 
more, he highlighted the need to reduce cus- 
toms duties between Arab states, to remove 
trade barriers and to curb routine and bureau- 
cracy in order to boost inter-Arab trade. Page 
estimated inter-Arab trade (excluding oil) to 
be about 19 per cent of the total trade volume 
of the countries in the region. 

Noting that the banking sector’s contribution 
in the gross domestic product is weak. Page 
said the countries of the region need fewer pri- 
vately-owned banks with large capital. Tbe 
banks should provide comprehensive services 
to be able to compete with international bank- 
ing giants coming to the region within the 
framew ork of globalisation. 

He pointed out that the profitability of the 
banks in the region is high as a result of the 
high cost of financing. “This high profitability 
of banks reflects negatively on the economies 
of the region in general and represents a barri- 
er to activating investments," Page concluded 
(A1 Ra’i + Al Dustour + AI ArabAl Yawm). 



. ‘'-FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18, 1998 


By Undo C. Block, Tribune Medio Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Condi- 
tions are excellent for voyages of the mind 
as well as the body. If you can’t travel, at 
least start new projects. Just about any- 
thing you think of today will be success- 
ful. Its even a good day to form a business 
partnership or get married. If you’re trying 
to set a land speed record, try it again. 
You’ll be fast as greased lightning. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You’ve 
put in a hard week’s work, and this day is 
kind of a wrap-up. There are still decisions 
to be made, risks to be taken, treasures to 
be discovered and possibly an unexpected 
expense to deal with. That’s OK. You’re 
great under those conditions. If you’ve set 
ap the game so you’ll win. you have noth- 
ing to worry about. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Yours is a 
very intellectual sign, and a very argu- 
mentative one. Today, there’s no point in 
aiguing. Another person has you con- 
vinced you’re better off just to watch the 
show. Looks like somebody you respect 
and a dmir e is performing brilliantly. Its 
partly because of the attention you're pay- 
ing, by the way. Keep up the good work. 
CANCER: (June 22 to July 22) You’ve 
been going full speed ahead for the last 
several days. There's relief coming, 
although it may take until tomorrow to get 
here. That's like knowing the cavalry’s 
coining to the rescue, but its still 500 miles 
away. Don’t despair. Help will come in the 
form of someone who can take part of the 
load. 

LEO: (July 23 to August 22) You’re get- 
ting a lot of good attention. You’re bril- 
liant, you’re responsible, you’re making 
things happen. You’re effective and you re 
powerful. You’re the star of the show ? And 
you don’t even know it. because you’re 
paying so much attention to the other peo- 
ple in your life. That’s one of the things 
that’s making you look so good. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) 
You’re just about to complete something 
you’ve been working on for days. You re 
active. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 23? 
You can do just about anything, but one of 
your problems is that you lack patience. 
You’re about to get bored with some of the 


things you’ve taken on this week. so finish 
up quickly. You’re still learning very well 
today, and that gives you the edge. You're 
- performing -at -a-mueb-higher level than 
you were before. Isn't it fun?. 

SCORPIO: (October 24 to November 21 ) 
You have more ways to make money, and 
that's good. You have lots of ways to 
spend the money, and that’s OK. too. The 
one inspires the other. You can easily buy 
everything you need for the next few 
weeks with a little planning and training. 
Or you can fet over whether you’re doing 
it right. It’s up to you. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 

December 21 ) Just about anything you do 
today will tum out well. You could even 
try something you failed at before, and 
win this time. That’s especially true in 
romance. That same old line will work 
again, even on a person who’s heard it a 
thousand times. There’s lots of different 
kinds of love, but today old love is defi- 
nitely the best. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 
19) The deadlines are still looming. 
There’s more stuff than you can get 
accomplished by the end of the day. That’s 
OK. You’re going to have a huge burst of 
energy this afternoon, or sometime during 
the day. You'll feel like you’ve kicked into 
hyperspeed. Everything will be handled 
by the time you're through, so don’i 
worry. 

AQUARIUS: (January 20 to February 18) 
You love your friends dearly. You love to 
devote yourself to making sure they’re 
healthy, safe and whatever else they need 
to be. In other words, you're a fixer. Well, 
today, the tables are turned. Your friends 
are going to be fixing something for you. 
Isn’t that nice of them? Just relax and lei 
them. 

PISCES: (February 19 to March 20) 
You're drawing quite a bit of attention. No 
need to be shy. You're doing better than 
you thought you could, and probably bet- 
ter than you think you are. You tend to 
overlook your own magnificence and 
focus on your shortcomings. Thai’s a 
nasty habit* to get into, because it inter- 
feres with your fun. You’ve got what it 
takes, so flaunt it. 


Citigroup to cut 10,400 jobs 


NEW YORK (R) — Citi- 
group Inc., the newly 
formed financial services 
giant that is wrestling to 
integrate its businesses, 
said Tuesday it would cut 
10,400 jobs, or six per 
cent of its global work 
force, and take a restruc- 
turing charge of $900 
million. 

The company, formed 
by the recent merger of 
banking group Citicorp 
and financial services 
firm Travelers Group, 
said 35 per cent of the job 
cuts, or about 3,650, 
would come in its U.S. 
operations. 

The company previous- 
ly said it might cut 
around 8.000 jobs, or five 
per cent of its 160,000- 
strong global work force, 
by year-end. 


The higher-ihan-expect- 
ed job cuts and the after- 
tax restructuring charge 
— the bulk of which will 
be recorded in the fourth 
quarter — come as Citi- 
group is working to inte- 
grate its businesses, 
which vary from selling 
mutual funds and insur- 
ance policies to market- 
ing credit cards and mak- 
ing loans. 

“The job cuts are slight- 
ly higher than expected 
but that’s a function of 
what’s going on in the 
markets — a lot of busi- 
ness lines are not doing 
as well,” said banking 
industry analyst Michael 
Ancell of Edward Jones. 
“They are moving as 
rapidly as they can to 
achieve cost savings 
because revenues are not 


going to come through as 
they had hoped.” 

News of the restructur- 
ing measures helped push 
up Citigroup’s stock price 
by S2.25. to $48.31. in 
afternoon trading on the 
New York Stock 
Exchange. 

Merging its businesses 
has already led to the 
departure of several top 
Citigroup executives, 
including President Jamie 
Dimon. who headed the 
group's Salomon Smith 
Barney securities unit. 

After Cicigroup’s prof- 
its fell 53 per cent to 
$729 million in the third 
quarter due to global 
market turmoil, the com- 
pany had been expected 
to shuffle its management 
and restructure its busi- 
nesses. 


Citigroup said it 
expects the restructuring 
to save it S6S0 million on 
a pre-tax basis next year. 
It is targeting additional 
savings of S975 million 
annually by the year 
2000. including $525 
million from its con- 
sumer business. $350 
million from corporate 
banking, and $10U mil- 
lion from streamlining its 
asset management divi- 
sion and staff functions. 

“The numbers are a lit- 
tle better than I expected 
as far as cost savings, so 
that's a positive." Ancell 
said. “The jury is still out 
on the integration of the 
company but it does show 
they are seeing some tan- 
gible benefits on the 
expense side." 

In iis consumer busi- 


nesses. which includes 
retail banking and insur- 
ance. Citigroup said it 
plans to eliminate man- 
agement layers, consoli- 
date back office opera- 
tions and integrate over- 
lapping marketing units. 

On the corporate bank- 
ing side, which includes 
Salomon Smith Barney 
and Citibank's corporate 
bankers, the company 
aim* to consolidate 
offices and trading rooms 
and jettison certain busi- 
nesses. 

The company said 
merging its operations 
had "already led to cross- 
selling opportunities. 
Travelers has sold 3,000 
car and homeowner 
insurance policies 

through Citibank’s credit 
card hiisiness. it said. 


Mideast cooperation 
bank folds before 
official opening 


CAIRO (AFP) — The Bank 
for Economic Cooperation 
and Development in the 
Middle East and North 
Africa, dubbed the jewel of 
regional cooperation, is clos- 
ing its offices Thursday, even 
before its official opening, 
officials said Wednesday. 

“Tbe bank's very existence 
is closely linked to the 
(Arab-Israeli) peace process 
which is now facing difficul- 
ties and the United States is 
the key shareholder, but the 
U.S. Congress refused for 
the third consecutive year to 
unblock funds for the bank.’* 
said transitional team mem- 
ber Lorenzo Savorelli. 

"So we are closing our 
offices on Thursday although 
initially we expected to open 
for business on Jan. 1, 
1999," the Italian economist 
told AFP from Mena bank 
headquarters in a Cam? 
tower overlooking the Nile 
River. 

“We are very sad because 
we are convinced that this 
bank is necessary for the 
region, and we worked hard 
to set it up.” Savorelli said. 

Plans for the bank were 
announced at the first Mid- 
dle East and North Africa 
conference in Casablanca in 
1994, and it was formally set 
up in Amman in 1995. 

The bank was aimed at 
developing economic coop- 
eration in the Middle East in 
conjunction with Arab- 
Israeli peace efforts and was 
supposed to get $5 billion in 
capital. 

Seventy-five per cent of 
the bank s capital was spo- 
ken for and distributed 
among 1 9 countries of which 
the United States held the 


biggest stake, 21 per cent, 
followed by Japan with 9.5 
per cent and Russia with six 
percent. 

Egypt, Israel. Jordan and 
the Palestinian National 
Authority were to each own 
four per cent. 

The other shareholders 
were Algeria. Austria. Cana- 
da. Cyprus, Greece. Italy. 
Malta, Morocco, the Nether- 
lands, South Korea. Tunisia 
and Turkey. 

The remaining 24.5 per 
cent was set aside for coun- 
tries such as Britain. France 
and Germany and the Arab 
Gulf monarchies, which 
expressed reservations over 
the project 

“At the end of the summer 
we realised that the U.S. 
Congress, once again, would 
refuse to finance its share of 
the capital and that xve 
should therefore freeze our 
activities,” Savorelli said. 

Savorelli said the transi- 
tional team had prepared a 
600-page report detailing the 
bank's policies, future opera- 
tions and goals based on the 
European Regional Devel- 
opment Bank, which would 
be given to the 19 partners. 

The Italian expert said he 
was packing up and going 
back to work for the Work! 
Bank in Washington ne\i 
week. An Israeli colleague 
left this week and a Japanese 
expert was also getting ready 
to return to Tokyo. 

Everyone who worked on 
the transitional team has 
found a new job except for 
Hishani, the office boy 
whose task was to provide 
the architects of elusive 
regional cooperation with tea 
and coffee each day. 
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Asian Games Supercoach 

Farran misses bronze after injury by everyone 

Najjar competes in discus today S' 


Jordan Times, Thureday-Friday, December 17-18, 1998 ^ 


By Aleen Bannayan in A mman 
and Jordan sports media 
reporters in Bangkok 

JORDAN'S KHALIL Farran 
Wednesday lost the chance to add a 
bronze medal after the recurrence of a 
recent injury as he competed in the 
karate event at the 13th Asian Games, 
which conclude in Bangkok Dec. 20. 

Farran competed alongside 12 play- 
ers taking sixth place. "I would have 
done better but I had a really bad 
cramp,” Farran said following the end 
of Wednesday’s events. 

Teammate Butheina Mahsiri. a Pan- 
Arab Games bronze medallist, had 
finished fifth among nine players in 
the opening day of the karate event. 

On Thursday, Jordan resumes com- 
petition in the athletics event when 
Tareq Najjar competes in the discus 
hoping to better his own personal time 
of 52.60 metres. 

The only remaining medal hopeful 
in the athletics competition is 
Fakhreddin Fuad, who will compete 
Friday. A high jump gold medallist at 
the Pan-Arab Games. Fuad achieved 
215 centimetres, and just came short 
of his record of 222 at the team’s 
training camp in Qatar. 

Teammate Mohammad Abdul Baqi 
bettered his own record by 18 cen- 
timetres in Qatar setting a new 
Jordanian record in the triple jump 
with 15.53. 

Jordan is yet to win gold at the Asian 
Games, in the past two participations 
in the Seoul '86 and Hiroshima *94, 
Jordan's sole medals were achieved 
through taekwondo with three silver 
and five bronze medals. 

The Kingdom has so far won five 
medals. Four in taekwondo including 
silver by [brahim Aqel, Ala’ Kutkut, 
and Hussein Tahleh and bronze by 
Mohammad Fararjeh. Mohammad 
Abu Khadijeh added a bronze in box- 
ing. 

Abu Khadijeh, who lost the heavy- 
weight semifinal to a Pakistani boxer, 
Wednesday told reporters that there 
were many factors related to his unex- 
pected defeat after being cited as a 
gold medal hopeful. 

“My opponent was not qualified to 
beat me. I am still reviewing the 
videotape of my bout and I want to 
forget that match. I had defeated bet- 
ter opponents recently.'’ said Abu 
Khadijeh. 

Jordan has nearly completed partici- 
pation in the three-week event where 
the Kingdom had 19 officials and 37 
athletes in 11 sports: athletics, boxing. 


bowling, gymnastics, judo, karate, 
shooting. squash, swimming, 
weightlifting and taekwondo. 

Only Saudi Arabia and Afghanistan 
missed the Games as 41 countries 
took part in the last sporting event of 
the century. 

Although the Jordan Olympic 
Committee (JOC) tried to enlist the 
best athletes in each sport through a 
screening process, apart from taek- 
wondo, the rest of the sports produced 
below average results especially in 
athletics and swimming where ath- 
letes' finishing times did not even 
match their own records. 

A brief look at Jordan's participation 
shows the Kingdom easily eliminated 
in the bowling and shooting events. 

In athletics, Mohammad Shaman 
and Mohammad Mutari were elimi- 
nated from the 800 metres. 

Mutari came short of his Jordanian 
time and finished the event with a 
time of 1:55.20 while Shaman fin- 
ished with a time of 1:55.22. 

Mutari had earlier competed in the 
1,500 metres finishing with a time of 
3:59.30 short of his own 3:47.9. 

In the 400 metres. Shaman also 
came short of his own best time of 
48.28 finis hing last with a time of 
49.64. 

In swimming, Hana Majaj lagged 
far behind her local records finishing 
last in the 200-metre butterfly with a 
time of 2:40.85 while her local time 
was 2:26.00. 

Pan-Arab Games bronze medallist 
Majaj also came in 1 8th with a time of 
1:13.16 in the 100-metre butterfly, 
also way off her local time. 

In boxing, Jordan's top boxer Abu 
Khadijeh settled for bronze, after hav- 
ing won three gold medals within a 
year — at the 8th Pan-Arab Games, 
the West Asian Games in Tehran and 
the 1 8th Arab Boxing Championships. 

Basel Hindawi, bronze medallist at 
the Pan-Arab Gaines, and gold medal- 
list Ayman Nadi failed to earn medals 
for Jordan as they competed alongside 
180 athletes from 31 nations in the 
event 

In squash, the country's top player 
Mohammad Saeed lost to Pakistan’s 
top player — Zarak Khan. 

In taekwondo, Nancy Hindi, Zaha 
Talhouni, Luma Abu Judum, Ali 
Asmar, Alisar Matar, Mohammad 
Abul Ruz and Ahlam Bino lost their 
boms. The rest of their teammates 
secured four medals. 

In jndo, Mousa Khalaf, a silver 
medallist at the Pan-Arab Games, was 
eliminated, alongside Rami Dasouqi 


and Tawfiq Suleiman. 

In gymnastics. Jordan's Ahmad 
Abdo and Shadi Khouri obtained 45th 
and 47th places respectively. 

In weightlifting, Awad Aboudi com- 
peted in the heavyweight over 105- 
kilogramme class managing overall 
eighth place beating Arab competitors 
from Kuwait, Syria and Lebanon. 

On the other hand, the country's top 
weightlifter, Ayed Khawaldeh became 
the first athlete to test positive at the 
Bangkok Games after setting a new 
Arab record finishing seventh among 
fifteen participants in the 56-kilo- 
gramme class. 

The Olympic Council of Asia 
(OCA) reprimanded the Jordan 
Olympic Committee after Khawaldeh 
was found to have taken the diuretic 
Triamderene in a random test follow- 
ing which he was immediately dis- 
qualified and expelled from the 
Games Village. 

The OCA handed the matter to the 
sport's governing body to impose an 
international suspension which will 
bar him from the Pan-Arab Games. 

Khawaldeh also failed a second pos- 
itive test before Jordanian delegation 
officials ordered his return home. 

Khawaldeh, who was the first 
Jordanian to win three bronze medals 
in one event at the Sth Pan-Arab 
Games in Beirut last summer, said his 
Chinese coach has instructed him to 
take the medicine during the West 
Asian Games in Tehran and during 
another championship in Algeria last 
year, and did not know that it con- 
tained a banned substance. 

The Kingdom did not taking part in 
team sports — notably soccer, hand- 
ball and basketball due to reasons per- 
taining to their respective federations. 

The JOC has underlined the impor- 
tance of taking part in the Asian 
Games saying it was “an invaluable 
chance to assess our teams and pin- 
point our location on the map of Asian 
sports being part of plans of the 
Ministry of Culture and Youth to pre- 
pare teams for the upcoming Pan- 
Arab Games in Amman next summer 
and the 2000 Sydney Olympics." 


BANGKOK (AFP) — 
Athletics super-coach Ma 
Junren is sorely missed at the 
Asian Games by everyone 
— except the Chinese athlet- 
ics establishment with whom 
he is at loggerheads again. 

With Ma’s Army of run- 
ners, now led by 5,000m 
world record holder Jiang Bo 
and Dong Jianmei, forced 
into internal exile after fail- 
ing to compete in China's 
q ualificati on meetings, the 
country's hopes in the long 
distance races have been 
devastated 

Yuko Kawakami of Japan 
won the women’s 10,000m 
race 17.5 seconds ahead of 
Chinese entrant Zheng 
Guixia. 

Rival coaches in Bangkok 
say the Asian Games athlet- 
ics is suffering without Ma, 
who sprang to fame in 1993 
when his middle and long 
distance runners — fuelled 
by a concotion including 
fresh turtle’s blood — domi- 
nated the world champi- 
onships and smashed world 
records. 

Yasunori Hamada, Japan's 
national athletics coach, said 
the medals his runners have 
won in Bangkok have been 
demeaned by the absence of 
Ma's and China ’s best run- 
ners. 

“Personally, I'm very dis- 
appointed. Japan has sent its 
best athletes even thought 
it's the end of the season. We 
consider the Asian Games 
very important 

“We took pains to get our 
best athletes together here. 
We care about winning and 
losing but without the best 
runners we are not happy. 

“But I'm not in a position 
to discuss the selection poli- 
cies of other countries.” 

Chinese sports authorities 
have made it dear however 
that they believe Ma is too 
much of a star for their lik- 
ing. 

When asked whether about 
Ma’s absence, Wu 
Shouzhang, deputy secretary 
general of the Chinese 
Olympic Committee said: 
“We regret it and we don't 
regret it.” 


Tough new clamp down foils drug cheats 


BANGKOK (AFP) — New 
tough anti-drug measures 
by national sports federa- 
tions have lowered the num- 


ber of drug cheats at the 
Asian Games, a senior doc- 
tor said here on Wednesday. 
So far only one athlete, 


25-year-old Jordanian 

weightlifter Ayed 

Khawaldeh Jassar, has test- 
ed positive. He was 
expelled from the Games. 


Four years ago in 
Hiroshima 15 drug cheats 
caught from the 700 tested. 

“Maybe the controls 
imposed by the various 
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national Olympic commit- 
tees helped,’' said Ruengsak 
Siriphol, chairman of the 
Games sub-commitee on 
heath and medical services. 

“I know Thailand threw 
out athletes who had taken 
banned drugs and I hear 
other countries did the 
same,” he said. 

China, who had 12 ath- 
letes caught for drug abuse 
at Hiroshima, conducted 
tests on athletes well in 
advance of the Games. 

Siriphol added that all the 
1,800 women who under- 
went gender tests bad 
passed, unlike the 1990 
Beijing Games when an 
Indian hockey player failed 
the test and was thrown - out. 

Sheikh Ahmed Al-Sabah 
of Kuwait, the president of 
the Olympic Council of 
Asia lOCA), said the low 
doping cases underlined the 
sports administration’s 
determination to eradicate 
drugs 

“We are doing everything 
to stop cheating," the 
Sheikh said. “I hope this 
will be the last case.” 



China's Zhao Junzhe (L) tackles Iran's K. ETomammadali during semifinal football 
action at the 13th Asian Games in Bangkok. Iran won 1-0 to advance to the finals 
(AFP photo) 
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Prince Abdullah opens Games 
headquarters 

AMMAN — HRH Prince Abdullah, head of the 9th J 
Pan-Arab Games’ Higher Organising Committee, will V 
Thursday inaugurate the permanent headquarters of 
the Games at A1 Hassan Squash Centre. The Prince . ; 
will also head a committee meeting, as the first offi- - 
rial function of the headquarters. Minister of Youth 
Talal Sata’an A1 Hassan will give a comprehensive 
presentation on recent developments in the past three 
months regarding preparations for the Games which 
will be held here Aug. 15-31, 1999. 

Swimming federation to hold 
camp in Egypt 

v 

AMMAN — The Jordan Swimming Federation (JSF) 
in conjunction with Arab and Egyptian federations on '/ 
Wednesday decided to hold a training camp in Egypt • j 
••• for the national team during Jan. 10-20, 1999. The 
federation also reviewed recent amendments to the -- 
i Olympic swimming pool, currently under construe- ■ 
- lion. It was agreed that the pool be equipped with elec- J 
i tronic timing equipment so that it will be accredited as # 
an official Olympic- size in addition to the diving pool '!} 
. which will be amended in line with international laws. * 
The JSF is also discussed plans to cover the pool for rj 
; use all-year long. r*' 

•I Cyclists to train in Baghdad | 

j AMMAN — The Jordan Cycling Federation (JCF) - j 
' i will hold a two-week training camp for the national » 
j team in Baghdad, starting Jan. 26, 1999 after a similar & 

; one Egypt was recently cancelled. Meanwhile, the r 
■ JCF noted the postponed Arab Cycling Championship 
• j in Egypt which will be held in February 1999. >’J 

. 

. New sports facilities discussed 

KAFRAIN — A joint team from the Ministry of ■ ^ 
Culture and Youth and the Armed Forces Wednesday , 
paid an inspection tour to Marka, Tabarbour and 
Kafrain areas in order to study the possibility of con- 4 
. smicting sports facilities there. The facilities will .. 
include constructing a sports city in Tabarbour and a :. t . 
soccer and polo stadiums as well as youth training ■ 
camps in Kafrain, in the Jordan Valley. The venues 
will serve sports clubs of the Armed Forces and other ■ 
.T official institutions. Joint Committees will be formed . ; 
3 to supervise the projects. 

Compiled By Ahmad Khatib ■ ; 
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Robert Redford .. in 
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BANGKOK (AP) — Iran 
and Kuwait set up a Middle 
Bast final in Asian Games 
soccer with victories 
Wednesday. 

Iran won 1-0 against a 
Chinese side weakened by 
the absence of its star striker 
and coach. Kuwait scored 
less than 30 seconds into the 
game and went on to beat 
Thailand 3-0 in its semifinal. 

The Kuwait victory stunned 
a crowd that overflowed die 
60,000-sear Ratobamoogkala 
Stadium, blocking corridors 
and emezgency exits. Riot 
police stood by. 

English soccer great Sir 
Bobby Cbarieton was part of 
the crowd to cheer on bis 
good friend Peter Withe, the 
Thai coach, while Kuwait’s 
top official — Olympic 
Council of Asia President 
Sheihk Ahmad A1 Sabah — 
cheered cm his team. 

Thailand reached the semi- 
finals with a golden goal from 
its last kick of its quarterfinal 
against favoured South 
Korea, but its hopes of a gold 
medal soured even before it 
touched the ball in the semifi- 
nal against Kuwait. 

In the opening semifinal 
the Chinese exhibited more 
control at midfield t h a n in 
their previous 2-1 defeat 
against Iran in a group 
decider last Friday. 

The defeat leaves the 
Chinese still unavenged for 
the Iranian victory that kept 
China out of the World Cup 
finals The first half ended 
scoreless, with the Chinese 
containing Bayern Munich 
striker AH Daei, at one point 
bringing him down twice 
deep in their territory in the 
space of 30 seconds. 

Daei drew a yellow card in 
the 18th minute, eliciting 
boos to the referee from 
Iranian fans who were con- 
stantly in action, beating tam- 
bourines and dancing. 

In the second half, Daei 
showed why he is considered 
such a threat after scoring 
eight goals leading up to the 
semifinals. 

In the fourth minute, he 
played a 15-metre free kick 
directly at the feet of Sayed 
Ali Mosavi-Hasanzadefa. 
who shot at point blank r ang e 
op Chinese goalie Jiang 
Jin .The ball bounced straight 
back at Mosavi and he 
launched it again, this time 
beating Jiang. 

H i a h am Yanas fl a aatr a > \ 

HI: *<25155 J 


Watch out for 
the new play 


Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
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«eai.tiB! ti Taiwan pitcher Ming-Chieh Hsu hurls against Chinese batter Min Ren during the 
'u LiT'zrt 2nd inning action at the 13th Asian Gaines. Taiwan defeated China 10-6 and won the 
<ce bronze medal in Baseball (AFP photo) 
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' Kuwait strikes gold 

; i.ion w 

‘ as Middle East shines 


mount the top step of the podiuxn was Ryoki 
Abe in the kata demonstration event, while 
Middle Eastern fighters dominated the spar- 
ring events. 

Iran proved strongest across the board, 
taking a gold in the up to 75 kg class and 
silvers in the two other events. 

Iran’s Aii Reza Katiraei pummelled 
Japan's Takahiro Niki into second place in 
the up to 75 kg class, and fellow Iranian Ali 
Shaterzadeh took silver after losing the over 
75 kg final to Alhammad. 

Kuwait's Ahmed* Husain dashed 
Palestine's hopes of winning their fust 
medal in any event in their Games debut 
when he beat Hasan Abu Hajar in the 
bronze medal bout of the up to 75 kg class. 

Japan’s Yasumasa Shimizu was knocked 
our of the over 75 kg competition before the 
quarter-finals. 

Asked whether Japan was happy with 
their performance and Niki’s silver medai, a 
Japanese coach shook his head in despair. 

“Only gold is good,” he said. 


.BANGKOK (Ri — Kuwait's Jaber 
H Alhammad struck gold in the men's karate 
.V" at the Asian Games on Wednesday as the 
1 ^ Middle East outshone the powerhouse of 

Vim 5j Japan. 

•' hile “My body feels light, like I could fly." an 
— A’hE L pmitant Alhammad told reporters after win- 
fa® png the gold medal in the men’s over 75 kg 
j- Ai ^ Individual kumite — or sparring — compe- 

USTi JlitiOQ. 

a-hec The lanky Kuwaiti dominated opponents 
joldaipfl in every round with his versatility and light- 
,j m ning reflexes. Time and again he feigned 
uiuisd ^ with his left before letting loose a searing 
- right to the face. 

j ;*eo s* 5 ;. “At the beginning I was cold and heavy. 
1 Ji !?■ & & worrying about how I should fight each 
• u-.' an. opponent but by the final round 1 was feel- 
;-niri£ ! ® i ^- ing good and knew 1 could just be myself,” 
said Alhammad. who failed to make the 
riidriilo medals board at the 1994 Asian Games in 
><i' -■! ' Hiros hima. 

? v ’ - “Next I will become champion of the 
Fni) . i world.” 

tS A day after Japanese women swept up 

i I ^ Ee karate golds; the only Japanese man to 

iYK’O .j,r- 

riS &ZJk 


Voi Bangkok <afpj — a 

i ®^or row erupted at the 

oiioiii-- Asian Games on 

hi "^daesday when the 

^outh- Korean delegarion 
' H ,,- re fused to hand back an 

bronze medal 
organisers say 
Xiongs r<Tjapan. 

'. 'V , Ch °i Myuog-Jin came 
5 ' behind teammates 

* ■ r^ n K y un Shing 

a^v H^g-Moos in the eques- 

l? 30 individual dressage 
”’ :l ' j - vl 'inal, but fell victim to 

oew rules stopping one 
" lk ‘ ■ A r f country w inni ng all the 

nfcdals. 

Sonth Korea have 
«ready fost two other 
£0nze medals in tenpin 
fowling and archery 
^canse of the same rule. 
Following several heat- 
hs **- e ? meetings, the organis- 

es ruled that Japan’s 
'Oshihide Takechi, who 
fourth, should get 
to bronze. 

But the medal had 


South Koreans refuse 
to hand back medal 


federa- 


'V 1 ’"" /I 

»i . ! 

, > * 
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f( Jkeady been presented to 
Jioi, and the South 
Aorean camp refused to 
“aod it back. 


fcs 


A South Korean eques- 
official said; "We are 
going to return the 
ltie ^ a l- We have 
ad full consultations with 
Petals of the interna- 


tional equestrian^ 
tion on this issue.” 

The South Koreans have 
protested that the rule 
should not apply to the 
equestrian event. 

Japan’s equestrian team 
leader Hiroshi Watanabe 
refused to get publicly 
involved the medal storm. 

“If I say anything it is 
going to make the matter 
more confusing. I am 
leaving it to the Japan 
Olympic Committee. 1 am 
not in a position to deal 
with why there are two 
different rules,” Watanabe 
said. 

An Japan Olympic 
Committee spokesman 
said the future of the 
medal would be raised 
with the Bangkok Asian 
Games Organising 

Committee (BAGOCJ. 

South Korea have suf- 
fered a lot from the medal 

ruling- , 

On Tuesday Lee Mi- 
Jeong Of South Korea 
came third in the women s 
archery but lost the bronze 
medal to China s Lin 
Sane, who she had beaten 
i„ a playoff, because 
South Koreans took the 

‘TiTweeTcha Mi-jung 
came thin! in the women s 


tenpin bowling — behind 
two other South Koreans 
— but also lost the medal, 
which went to fourth 
placed Yap Mun-yee of 
Malaysia. 

Under rules introduced 
at Hiroshima four years 
ago, only two competitors 
from the same country can 
win a medal in an event. 

At the time, Wei 
Jizhong, chairman of the 
Olympic Council of Asia 
(OCA) insisted that every 
delegation knew of the 
rule. 

But when it was pointed 
out that the rule was not in 
the technical handbook of 
regulations for every com- 
petition. Wei sent a letter 
to the Asian Bowling 
Federation admitting ii 
was “unclear” and apolo- 
gising. 

The rule also caused 
chaos at the women's golf 
where where Taiwan’s Lin 
Yu-Ping lost her bronze 
medal for the same reason. 
The golf organisers, 
unaware of the regulation, 
had to ask the OCA for a 
final clarifying ruling. 


Japan 

leads 

all-time 

medal 

tally 


BANGKOK (AP) — 
While China has 
emerged as the conti- 
nent’s sports colossus, 
Japan srfli leads in the 
all-time gold medal 
race of the Asian 
Games. Thanks to poli- 
tics. 

As of early 
Wednesday. the 

Japanese had picked up 
673 golds in J 2 games, 
while China had col- 
lected 559. But China's 
radical Communist 
policies shut it out of 
the first six games, giv- 
ing Japan a big head 
start. 

South Korea is third 
on the gold medal chan. 

The most crushing 
domination of golds 
came at the 4th games 
in 1962, when Japan 
took 54 to nearest rival 
India's seven. 

The most humiliating 
games for the Japanese 
were those in Seoul, 
when they suffered 
their worst ever gold 
medal result compared 
to China. At that 1986 
event, China tallied 183 
to Japan’s 38. 

Looking at the bottom 
end of the chart, Laos is 
the only country to 
have won just one 
medal, a silver at the 
1990 Beijing games. 

And looking off the 
chart, Bhutan" Yemen, 
Palestine and the 
Maldives have yet to 
win a single medal. 

Singapore’s N.C. Kok 
is listed as the first gold- 
medalist. He won the 
1, 500-metre freestyle ■ 
event at the inaugural 
1951 games in New 
Delhi. 
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‘England still a 2006 contender’ 


LONDON (AFP) — Temporary 
Football Association (FA) supremo 
David Davies vowed on Wednesday 
that England’s bid to host the 2006 
World Cup finals will not be affected 
by the crisis at the top of the domestic 
game. 

Davies has promised ro maintain the 
campaign despite the resignation of 
FA chief executive Graham Kelly and 
a vote of no-confidence in chairman 
Keith Wiseman on Tuesday night. 

Kelly and Wiseman failed to con- 
vince the FA executive committee that 
they were right to offer a 3.2 million 
pound loan or grant to the Football 
Association of Wales (FAW ). 

It has been alleged that the loan was 
linked to the" FAW supporting 
Wiseman's unsuccessful attempt to 
join the FIFA executive — and that 
Wiseman and Kelly offered the money 
without prior consultation with FA 
committees. 

“It is clearly unhelpful at this time, 
but the fact of the matter is that (2006 
World Cup campaign boss) Alex 
McGivan and Sir Bobby Charlton are 
in Thailand furthering a World Cup 
bid which was launched 18 months 
ago, and all the evidence is it is going 


very well," said Davies. 

"Ultimately the bid will be decided 
on where are the best facilities, which 
is the country that could stage the 
World Cup best — and FIFA have said 
that only last night." 

Davies also rejected claims that the 
crisis at the FA is a gift to Germany 
and South Africa, who are fighting to 
host the World Cup bid themselves. 

"Germany have had their problems 
as well; South Africa have had their 
problems. We will overcome this, and 
I notice today that Franz Beckenbauer 
is heading Germany’s bid. Well. Sir 
Bobby Charlton, Sir Geoff Hurst and 
Gary Lineker have been travelling the 
world on behalf of the FA in recent 
times," he said. 

There are fears, though, that the 
mood of uncertainty caused by 
Wiseman’s refusal to quit will further 
damage the reputation of English foot- 
ball. 

Davies said: "No-one would pretend 
the situation is other than difficult. The 
fact of the matter is we have Christmas 
coming up and then the new year, and 
this matter will be resolved very 
quickly after that. The chairman’s situ- 
ation will be discussed fullv at an FA 


council meeting on January' 4.” 

With the search on for a successor to 
Kelly, Davies’ name has cropped up 
among a list of contenders. 

But he played a straight bat to ques- 
tions. saying; “l am delighted with 
some of the speculation of my former 
colleagues in the media. The fact of 
the matter is tilts has come as as big a 
surprise to me as it did to everybody 
over the past 48 hours and I have nor 
thought about it. That cannot be a pri- 
ority to somebody like me.” 

Rick Parry', a former head of the 
Premier League and currently 
Liverpool’s chief executive, is consid- 
ered one of Davies’ possible rivals for 
Kelly’s job bur said Wednesday that he 
is not interested in the post. 

Asked whether he has any intention 
of putting himself up as a future FA 
chief executive, he said: “No. 1 am not. 
1 have my dream job. thank you." 


Quebec feeling cheated from 2002 Games 


TORONTO (AP) — Members of 
the delegation for Quebec City’s 
2002 Winter Olympics bid feel 
betrayed in light of the scandal 
surrounding the successful bid by 
Salt Lake City. 

"You have to be disappointed 
when you realise that not all the 
players were playing by the same 
rules.” Quebec City ’2002 bid 
chief Rene Paquet said. “It’s real- 
ly unfortunate.” 

Quebec City lost out to its 
American rival for the 2002 
Games. The vote wasn't close, but 
it since has been revealed that Salt 
Lake City used nefarious means 
of winning the favor of some 
International Olympic Committee 
members. 

A $500,000 "humanitarian aid” 
programme was set up by the Salt 
Lake City bid committee, part of 
which paid for the education of 
six relatives of IOC members. 

One has been identified as Sonia 
Essomba, daughter of Rene 
Essomba, an IOC member from 
Cameroon who died Aug. 31. 

Swiss IOC executive committee 


member Marc Hodler called the 
fund nothing more than a bribe, 
and Salt Lake City organisers 
have since apologised tor the 
"embarrassment” caused by the 
scandal. 

What is particularly frustrating 
to Paquet and his colleagues is 
that the Quebec City group long 
held suspicions that some rival 
bids were using underhanded 
methods to sway fOC voters. 

“We had doubts that all the can- 
didate cities were playing 
absolutely by the rules," said 
Paquet, a Quebec City lawyer and 
businessman. "But having doubts 
is one thing and being able to pro- 
duce some specific facts is anoth- 
er.” 

Paquet said his group heard 
rumors that some of the rival bid 
groups resorted to devious means 
of winning votes, rumours that 
have beerTconfirmed at the IOC 
meetings in Lausanne, 
Switzerland, last weekend. 

He said the IOC has to get a bet- 
ter handle on how much each city 
spends in bidding for Games and 


where the money goes. As for Salt 
Lake City’s humanitarian aid 
package. Paquet said his group 
could not have set up such a fund 
even if it wanted to because every' 
dollar spent by Quebec City 2002 
had to be accounted for. 

"No bid city had more of an 
open budget than we did.” he 
said. "Because much of our bud- 
get came in the form of govern- 
ment and corporate grants, every- 
body knew where the money came 
from and where it went.” 

As with the case with Toronto 
1996 bid chief Paul Henderson, 
Paquet was approached by an 
“agent” offering to help sway cer- 
tain IOC members ro vote Quebec 
City’s way — for a price — dur- 
ing the bidding process for the 
Games. 

“My answer was quick and pre- 
cise," Paquet said. "We did not 
play that game." 


AFP Asian Games briefs 


Things go better with.-., not at these Games 
they don’t; the 1996 Olympic Games almost 
drowned in advertising for a famous Atlanta- 
based soft-drink company. The Bangkok Asian 
Games, however, is one of the few major sporting 
(events not to feel its fizzy tentacles — giving its 
major rivals a chance to hit back. 

Officials at the Asian Gaines Athletes’ Village 
estimate 590,000 C3ns of Pepsi will be consumed 
by competitors during the two-week competition. 

Overall, they expect athletes and officials to 
glug 1,69 million cans and bottles of drinks dur- 
ing the Games, which includes 600,000 bottles of 
water. 

In addition, 1,200 kilogrammes of ice cubes are 
available for athletes who wish to keep their 
drinks cool when they train and compete outside 
the village. 

Ramadan fast catered for; Muslim athletes at 


the Asian Games will be able to observe the fast- 
ing month of Ramadan thanks to special food 
arrangements. 

The dining hall at the Athletes’ Village will start 
serving food from 4am on Saturday morning for 
Muslims who intend to fast. It would be their last 
meal until dusk as they go without food and water 
during daylight hours every day during Ramadan, 
the ninth month on the Muslim calendar. 

Age is no barrier for Games footballers; 
While the Olympic Games is restricted to players 
under 23, no such ruling exists in the Asian 
Games, although teams prefer to send their 
younger stars. 

Kuwait’s two strikers are 17 and 18 years old 
while Iran are fielding several veteran World Cup 
players. 

The Olympic age limit was brought in at the 
1992 Barcelona Gaines after an agreement 


between football’s world governing body FIFA 
and the International Olympic Committee (IOC). 

However, it is unlikely that the regional body, 
the Asian Football Confederation, will seek a sim- 
ilar arrangement with the Olympic Council ofj 
Asia, the continent’s IOC equivalent 

Pep talk rebounds on Koreans: The head of] 
South Korea table tennis is convinced too much 
pep talk may have cost them the women ’s doubles 
title. 

"This morning they looked like robots." said 
Paek Myung-Youn, director general of the South 
Korean Tabletennis Association after Atlanta 
Olympic champion Ryu Ji-Hae and her partner 
Lee Eun-Sil went out in the semi-finals. 

“Every day the federation reminded them ofj 
their heavy duty and it might have caused them 
mental stress.” Paek said. "We tried to put more 
spirits into our players.” 


Our tours on the occasion ot the New Year to 



Apoltonta, Miramar, 
Golden Arches 


Marriott, Ubvenpfcfc, 
Dreams Beach 




Portemfllto 
Beverly Beach 

! Tel. 5539509/5539510 

eiuslw Of acKoia. oreaKiani, I Awaftino Your Oupries 
Eve dinner and transportation. , MWaiTing TOUT UUerieS 


Five, Four and Throe Star Hotels 
Prices Inclusive of tickets, breakfast. 
New Year's 


1992 NISSAN SUNNY SALOON FOR SALE 

47,000 Km, 1.6 LITER ENGINE, FULL OPTIONS, AUTOMATIC 
TRANSMISSION. DUTY UNPAID, EXCELLENT CONDITION. 
PRICE: JD3.000 

TEL.: 4642878 (OFFICE) OR 4645354 (HOME) 


Snnountement 


Entries for the Music Examinations of the Associated Board of 
the Royal Schools of Music will be accepted from 19 to 23 December 1998 

For registration and further information about syllabuses and regulations 
please contact the local representative: 

The National Music Conservatory/Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
Jabel Amman, Atiyat Buildg. Behind the Embassy of Kuwait 
P. O. Box 926687, Amman/Jordan 
TeJ. 5687620, Fax 5687621 
e-mail: nmc@go.com.jo 


ASSOCIATED BOARD 

OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 
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NEEDED 

Seamstress Mrh experier.ee and diploma. 
pre f erabie foreign. 

If interested, please call at. 

5931029 or 5156002. 



JORDAN TIMES E-MAIL: 
jotimes@go.com. jo 
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Beit Al Bawadi 

axmouces die opening of its 
Christmas & Ramadan Exhibition. 
Treat yourself and enjoy our unique 
selection of Ceramics > Embroideries 
Wail hangings and Rugs . 

Telefax: 5930070-5925841 
email: bawadi @ nets. com. jo 
Abdoun 
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Opposition considering pressing charges 
against government for barring activists 
from leaving for Damascus meeting 


By Caroline Faraj 

AMMAN — The opposition 
is considering pressing 
charges against the govern- 
ment after it barred political 
activists from leaving for 
Damascus to attend a confer- 
ence organised by Palestinian 
groups protesting the recent 
amendment to the Palestinian 
National Charter. 

The higher coordination 
committee for 13 opposition 
political parties had asked its 
legal committee Monday to 
study the possibility of filin g 
a lawsuit against die govern- 
ment, as well as the interior 
minis ter for that action. 

According to Salem ; 

Nahhas. secretary general of 
the leftist party, Hashd who 
chairs a committee represent- 
ing the 13 parties, “we are 
consulting with our legal 
committee whether to file a 


lawsuit or not within the 
coming week.” 

In a statement issued this 
week, the higher coordina- 
tion committee described the 
government decision to ban 
citizens from travelling to 
Syria as “a violation of 
human rights and law and 
also the Constitution which 
stipulates that every 
Jordanian has the right to 
travel.” 

On Friday police barred a 
group of 32 persons, which 
included members of leftist, 
Pan-Arabist and Islamic par- 
ties, from leaving the 
Kingdom to attend a two-day 
meeting in Damascus that 
began Saturday. 

Interior Minister Nayef 
Qadi stressed yesterday that 
the opposition has the right to 
file a lawsuit against him and 
the government. 

“tf the opposition are 


intending to file a lawsuit 
against the government and 
myself. I believe that they 
have die right to do so.” Qadi 
told the Jordan Times 
Wednesday. 

'The opposition has the 
right to express their views 
freely in Jordan,” he added. 

The minister reiterated the 
government's position that 
the decision to bar 32 persons 
from travelling to Damascus 
“came after having informa- 
tion that these persons will 
take part in a conference 
whose general objectives are 
levelled against Jordan, its 
policies and interests.” 

He also stressed that the 
government believes such 
participation could harm "the 
Kingdom's relations with 
some countries.” 

“All Jordanians are allowed 
to travel to any place they 
wish." according to the law. 


Qadi said. “But if we have 
information that a particular 
person's travel will endanger 
Jordan's interests and its rela- 
tions with some countries, we 
will never hesitate to (bar 
him/her from travelling)," the 
minister said. 

The opposition parties are 
also urging the government to 
release from detention seven 
persons who were members 
of the delegation that was 
barred on Friday from travel- 
ling to Syria to attend the 
conference. 

However, Qadi said earlier 
that “the detention is a pre- 
cautionary measure, and they 
will stay in custody for few 
days then will be released. 

During, Sunday’s session 
of the Lower House deputies 
criticised the government 
decision and said that it was 
“illegal" to ban the activists 
from travelling. 


Court frees Ocalan 


ANKARA (R) — A diplomat- 
ic crisis between NATO part- 
ners Turkey and Italy looked set 
to flare-up after an fralian court 
freed Kurdish guerrilla leader 
Abdullah Ocalan on 
Wednesday. 

Last month, the two govern- 
ments traded barbs and Turkish 
protesters smashed Italian 
goods in the streets in anger at 
Rome's refusal to extradite the 
rebel chief: 

Italian authorities gait! hey 
had only detained Ocalan 
because of a German arrest 
request. But when the 
Karlsruhe court withdrew its 
warrant, and with it a possible 


extradition request, the Kind 
rebel chief could no longer be 
held. 

Italian Prime Minister 
Massimo D’Alema said later 
Ocalan would be kept under 
police surveillance and could 
not leave Italy, despite the court 
ruling. “What happened this 
morning has not changed die 
scenario... A surveillance order 
will be maintained,” D’Alema 
told reporters after meeting 
party leaders to discuss the 
a flair. 

But D'Alema added that a 
decision over what to do with 
the Kurdish rebel leader could 
wait only a few days longer: 


China condemns use 
of force against Iraq 


(Continued from page 1) 

Qin said Butler’s report “is 
apparently one-sided and does 
not reflect the situation on the 
ground.” 

He said UNSCOM should 
have consulted the council 
before evacuating the inspec- 
tion team, a view echoed by 
Russian Foreign Minister Igor 
Ivanov. 

Meanwhile, France, in a till 
among Western allies, dissoci- 
ated itself on Wednesday from 
U.S.-led air strikes and said 
they could have grave conse- 
quences for die Iraqi people. 

A statement issued by the 
French authorities about an 
hour after the launch of the 
campaign against Iraq said: 
'‘France deplores the escalation 
which led to the American mil- 
itary strikes against Iraq and die 
grave human consequences 
which they could have for the 
Iraqi people." 

Turkey said on Thursday it 
was saddened by news of a 
joint American-British military 
strike against Iraq and 

expressed hope that the attack 
would be a short one. 

“The developments are very 
saddening," a Turkish foreign 
ministry spokesman told 

Reuters in Ankara. 

“We have always wanted the 
situation in Iraq to return to nor- 
mal and the embargo to be lift- 
ed by Iraq’s foil compliance 


wife United Nations resolu- 
tions,” he said. 

Canadian Prime Minister 
Jean Chretien said that 
“Saddam Hussein has brought 
this crisis on himself" 

The prepared statement was 
issued less than an hour after 
Washington and London 
announced they launched air 
strikes. 

Chretien accused the Iraqi 
president of “following a delib- 
erate strategy, at great cost to 
his country.” 

Germany said on Wednesday 
it was regrettable that there had 
been a military strike against 
Iraq but Iraq bad had plenty of 
chances to avert the use of 
force. 

‘The Iraq government was 
warned that the international 
community could not look 
away” from its failure to com- 
ply with UN. weapons inspec- 
tors, Chancellor Gtahard 
Schroeder's spokesman Uwe- 
Karsten Heye tokl German 
Radio. “The German govern- 
ment regrets that it had to come 
to the military measure.” 

Heye later added in a state- 
ment that the international 
community had repeatedly 
called on Iraq to comply with 
the U.N. Security Council reso- 
lutions. He said Iraq had not 
fulfilled a promise made on 
Nov. 14 to comply with U.N. 
demands. 


U.S. launches ‘substantial’ 
strikes against Iraq 


(Continued from page 1) 

The strikes came shortly 
after chief UN. weapons 
inspector Richard Butler 
issued a report on Tuesday 
complaining that Iraq was 
breaking a pledge made only 
last month to give the inspec- 
tors full access, and was 
pulling them out 

In Kuwait, residents spend- 
ing the weekend at beach 
homes in the south of rite 
country said they heard what 
sounded like the launch of 
missiles possibly from U.S. 
ships deployed offshore. They 
said the loud bursts were heard 
some 30 minutes after mid- 
night local time. 

Blair, in a statement deliv- 
ered outside his Downing 
Street residence, said: ‘‘We 
have exhausted all other 
avenues.” 


Describing British involve- 
ment as significam. Blair 
accused Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein of “constant 
lies, prevarication and breach- 
ing of the agreed conditions.” 
“We have, no option but to 
act,” he said, adding that the 
strikes were aimed at degrad- 
ing Saddam's capability to 
build and use weapons of mass 
destruction. 

The U.S. and Britain came 
within minutes of attacking 
Iraq when h last defied die 
inspectors just over a month 
ago. 

President Saddam Hussein 
put Iraq on a war footing on 
Wednesday and urged his peo- 
ple to defy the West’s attempt 
to make them “kneeL” 

The two came within min- 
utes of attacking Iraq when it 
last defied the inspectors just 
over a nmnfoaso. 


Israel pulls down 3 
Palestinian homes 
under construction 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israeli bulldozers 
tore down three Palestinian 
houses in various stages of 
construction in east 
Jerusalem Wednesday, a day 
after U.S. President Bill 
Clinton's visit, witnesses 
said. 

The bulldozers escorted by 
police demolished a house 
whose roof bad already been 
built and two others which 
consisted only of walls in the 
Jabal Mukabber neighbour- 
hood. 

Wael Abu Dabaat, who 
was building the houses with 
two of his brothers, said their 
30 family members needed 
new lodging but that the 
Israeli authorities had 
refused to give them a build- 
ing permit, as often happens 
in Arab east Jerusalem. 

“We will build again in 
spite of the demolitions ," he 
said. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
his government “don't want 
Palestinians to live here," be 
added 

Clinton said during his 
visit that he understood 
Palestinian irritation over the 
routine destruction of houses 
they are building. 

The Palestinians say that 
they are forced to build with- 
out permits because Israel 
rarely grants them in order to 


stop Palestinians from erect- 
ing new homes or expanding 
existing ones. 

Israel has destroyed nearly 
700 Palestinian bouses since 
the signing of the 1993 Oslo 
accords with the 
Palestinians, according to 
the Palestinian committee on 
land and the environment. 

About 2,000 other houses 
have been ordered demol- 
ished the committee said 
Under the kraeli- 
Ptilestmian accords, the fate 
of Arab east Jerusalem, 
which is claimed by both 
parties, is supposed to be 
decided in final-status nego- 
tiations set to begin soon. 

Israel occupied and illegal- 
ly annexed the eastern part 
of the Holy City in the 1967 
Arab- Israeli war. 

In another development, 
the Israeli army arrested 17 
Palestinians on the West 
Bank overnight on suspicion 
of involvement in “hostile 
activities,” an army 
spokesman said Wednesday. 

Fourteen of the suspects 
were picked up in a sweep 
through foe village of 
Harmalah near Bethlehem 
and three elsewhere in the 
West Bank, he said 
He said the 17 were 
detained "on suspicion of 
involvement in hostile activ- 
ities" but did not elaborate. 



The aircraft carrier USS Enterprise (CVN 65) prepares for flight operations 
with embarked Carrier Air Wing Three (CVW-3). The Enterprise heads a UJ5. 
naval armada poised in the Golf for strikes against Iraq on Wednesday fol- 
lowing a new U.N. report that Baghdad was not cooperating with arms 
inspections (Reuters file photo) 


Saddam puts Iraq under 4 commands 


BAGHDAD (AP) — 
President Saddam Hussein on 
Wednesday divided Iraq into 
fear military commands and 
handed their control to four 
trusted aides, state mr. Hia 
reported. 

The move was' apparently 
aimed at preventing any civil 
uprising against his rale in case 
the imminent U.S.-Britisb 
attacks deal severe blows to his 
authority. 

Saddam will, however, retain 
control over foe air force, air 
defence units and missile units, 
television and radio stations 
announced, intecrupting dot- 
mal programming 

The air defence, rather than 
ground forces, will be 

Saddam's best tope to counter 
any air strikes. 

The reports said Saddam 
issued a presidential decree to 
make foe changes. 

After the end of the 1991 
Gulf war that routed Saddam’s 
forces from Kuwait, 14 


provinces in the Shiite south as 
weft as Kurdish noth rebelled 
against the government, tut 
were put down brutally. 

The media reports said the 
Intelligence Department, con- 
trplled by a dose relative of the 
president, and 'the "Special 
Security, run by his son, 
Qussi. will remain untouched. 
Special Security is responsible 
for Saddam’s personal securi- 
ty 

The elite Saddam’s 
Commandos, run by Saddam’s 
other son Uday, will also stay 
with him, the media reported. 
The commandos help foe 
Special Security and the 
Intelligence in their work. 

Leaving foe three units in 
trusted hand s implied that in 
case of a personal threat to 
Saddam, he will continue to 
have foe support of key loyal 
forces. 

The media reports said the 
four new military commands 
set up in Iraq are: . 


The Northern Region, com- 
prising the three Kurdish gov- 
emorates of Sulemaniya, Ertril 
and Dohuk and the northern 
govemorate of Mosul The 
region will be commanded by 
|fae .vice chairman of the deci- 
sion-making Revolutionary 
Command Council (RCC), 
Izzat Ibrahim. 

The southern region consist- 
ing of Basra, DhJkar; Misan 
and Wiser to be commanded 
by an RCC member, Ali Hasan 
A1 Majid, a cousin of Saddam. 

The Central Euphrates 
region consisting of predomi- 
nantly Shiite areas of Babylon. 
Karbala, Najaf, Qadissiya and 
Muthana will be led by Deputy 
Prime Minister Mohammad 
Hamza A1 Zubekfi, an RCC 
member: 

The Central region of 
Baghdad, Salabdin. Anbar. 
Diyala will be commanded by 
Defence Minister Hashim 
Ahmad Sultan. 


Government to decide on I PC Saturday 


(Continued from page 1) 

But informed sources 
stressed that legal action con- 
cerning the IPC pipelines sale 
seemed unlikely since there 
was no evidence of embez- 
zlement or corruption , but 
rather some sort of flaw in bid 
procedures. 

The Lower House commit- 
tee is expected to reach a final 
decision about the IPC case 
during the coining few days. 

On Nov. 21, foe govern- 
ment halted all procedures 
related to the sale of 50 kilo- 
metres of 12-inch pipelines 
and 60 kilometres of 16-inch 
pipelines which formed part 
of a disused pipeline from 
Iraq to Haifa, and ordered that 
work on removing the seg- 
ments be stopped 

In earlier reports, sources 


told the Jordan Times, “It is 
clear that the sale of foe 
pipelines was worth up to 
JD1 million, and in any 
case definitely more than foie 
JD250,000 which the con- 
tractor bad paid for the 
pipeline." 

The bidding committee did 
not adhere to the procedures 
followed in such cases, foe 
report concluded 

As for the present condition 
of the IPC pipelines, foe 
report concluded that the field 
investigations showed foot 
about 50 per cent of the 12- 
inch pipelines and 25 per cent 
of foe 16-inch pipelines were 
worn out 

The government issued 
instructions to store- all IPC 
pipelines at foe Aqaba Region 
Authority pending foe con- 
clusion of the investigation. 


Mulki also sent two legal 
memoranda to Akram Amin 
Abu Amr, who won the bid 
on July 20. telling him to stop 
work immediately as he was 
violating the deal by taking 
parts of another pipeline that 
were not included in foe offi- 
cial bid 

The pipeline, linking Iraq’s 
northern city of Kirkuk with 
foe Mediterranean city of 
Haifa via Jordan, was totally 
shut down after the 1943 war 
that led to Israel’s creation. 

It was initially built by a 
British company in the early 
-1930s for foe Iraqi Petroleum 
Company. 

In a minor Jondanian-Iraqi 
’border demarcation in the 
early 1980s, Amman was 
eventually given additional 
parts of the pipeline which 
passed through the new areas. 


Arafat denounces suspension of pullback 


(Continued from page 1) 

“Until now the prime minis- 
ter said he was unable to tell 
the cabinet that the 
Palestinians have honoured 
their obligations and it is thus 
impossible to cany out the 
withdrawal scheduled for 
December 18," the govern- 
ment said in its statement 
“If they honour their com- 
mitments, we will honour 
ours." it added 
Another Palestinian minis- 
ter. Hassan Asfbur, had 
responded earlier to 
Netanyahu's decision by say- 


ing the Palestinians could sus- 
pend their implementation of 
security measures required by 
the Wye agreements. 

“If Netanyahu does not 
implement we will not contin- 
ue to implement'' he said 

While Shaath withdrew the 
threat he was scathing about 
Israeli efforts to evade their 
obligations under the U.S.- 
brokered agreement. “This 
cannot go on.- the burden is 
now on Netanyhahu’s shoul- 
ders to fulfill foe agreement" 
Shaath said, noting that the 
Wye accords committed not 
only foe government of Israel 


but the Israeli people to its 
laiKhfbr-security require- 
ments. 

Shaath also reaffirmed foe 
Palestinians' right to unilater- 
ally declare an independent 
state next May if negotiations 
with Israel foil to advance — 
an intention Netanyahu sin- 
gled out as one of the 
Palestinians worst violations 
of foe peace accords. 

“We will give all the time 
necessary to negotiations on a 
final status until May 4,” 
Shaath said referring to foe 
date with interim peace 
accords with Israel expire. 


Netanyahu to call early polls 


(Continued from page I) 

“Netanyahu's speech was 
the launch of the campaign,” 
he said Foreign Minister 
Ariel Sharon, speaking 
immediately after Netanyahu 
to foe Likud leaders, also 
said early polk were 
inevitable. 

“We cannot continue in the 
current situation and we have 
decided because we have no 
other choice, to move the 
elections forward,” he said 

Opposition Labour Party 
leader Ehud Barak ruled out 
any chance his party would 
back Netanyahu's motion or 
join in a national unity gov- 
ernment 

“We are going to elections, 
there can be no unity govern- 
ment,” be said 


Netanyahu’s initiative 
appeared above all aimed at 
avoiding defeat in Monday's 
no confidence vote, which 
would prdvoke new elections 
within 60 days. 

If be initiates foe early 
polk, he can seek a later date 
in agreement with the 
Labour Party and gain more 
time to prepare for the elec- 
tion. 

Israeli television reported 
that Netanyahu had already 
chosen a preferred date for 
the elections — April 27 — 
shortly after the patriotic 
annual independence day 
celebrations and ahead of 
May 4, when the Palestinians 
have threatened to declare an 
• independent state. 

Elections are not scheduled 
to be held until 2000. 


Request to lift Abbadi’s 
immunity sent to committee 


(Continued from page 1) 

“I was surprised on Tuesday 
by many local and foreign 
journalists who called me- 
inquiring about whether or not 
I received a letter from foe 
prosecutor generals,” Majah 
said. 

“I completely denied that 
because 1 bad not actually 
received anything relating to 
that matter. However; I found 
out foal [Petra] ran a report 
saying I had received such a 
letter." 


Mtyali stressed foai he only 
received the letter on 
Wednesday and has asked the 
government to investigate 
Petra’s report which he said 
violated foe Press and 
Publications Law, and to hold 
those officials responsible for 
runtriqg the stony accountable. 

T have asked the prime min- 
ister to study foe manor 
Majali told the Jordan Times 
on Wednesday. “This is the 
responsibility of foe govern- 
ment especially since Petra is 
an official institution.” 



A skirt made 
of live grass 

OVERUSE (R) — Dior, 
Lagerfeld and Versace eat 
your heart out A Belgian 
horticultural tsi has come up 
with the ultimate ecological 
fashion statement to give 
your loved one this 
Christmas: A skirt made of 
live grass. The clothes — 
skirts, tops and dresses — 
are the idea of Luc Mertes, 
who lives in the Belgian 
town of Overijse. The grass 
is grown on jute matting, 
instead of earth, for about 25 
days, and is then made into 
garments which continue to 
grow while you wear them. 
The end product is striking, 
if not comfortable: The 
clothes weigh several kilo- 
grammes and the water 
needed to keep the grass 
alive makes them quite 
damp. 

A French scent 
for the subway 

PARIS (AP) — The French 
are good at making perfume, 
but this one may be a stretch: 
a scent for the subway? 
That’s what the Paris transit 
authority is offering soon at 
one station in the French cap- 
ital in order to make subway 
travel more pleasant The 
floors of the Invalides sta- 
tion, near the Eiffel Tower, 
will be washed and spread 
with the perfume, the RATP 
said Tuesday. The scent to be 
used will be revealed Friday. 

Crook posing 
as gynaecologist 

PARIS (AFP) — A 48-year- 
old Haitian man was jailed 
for two years Tuesday for 
swindling nearly $1 90,000 
from several people, includ- 
ing a lawyer, while posing as 
a gynaecologist Jean-Max 
Beauvil moved his victims to 
reach into their pockets by 
telling them he bad been 
robbed of his credit cards 
while heading to the airport 
to fly to New York, where he 
had to assist a patient in an 
emergency situation. 
Although his scam some- 
times foiled, he managed 
between 1996-97 to con- 
vince a bar owner, a shop- 
keeper and a lawyer, among* 
others, to help him out ir>. 
exchange for a promise of 
repayment following a call to 
his bank in New York. 

Sexual 

dissatisfaction 
cause of unhappy 
marriages 

BEUING (AFP) — Sexual 
dissatisfaction is the main 
came of unhappy marriages 
in rural China, according to a 
recent survey of rural atti- 
tudes to married life reported 
in foe- official media 
Wednesday. Asked what 
were foe main reasons for 
marital discontent 44- per 
cent of couples surveyed in 
rural eastern Anhui province 
said a disharmonious sex 
life, which was described by ‘ 
the official Xinhua news 
agency as “an unspeakable 
pain in the old days.” The 
Marriage and Family , 
Research Society survey also i 
found that arranged mar- j 
riages, once the scourge of I 
women's rights in pre-revo- \ 
lutionary China, were now 
virtually unheard of in foe 
countryside, with hardly any 
respondents subscribing to 
the practice, Xinhua said. 

Warning to 
customers hoping 
for sexy Christmas 

LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
biggest bookseller, W H 
Smith, issued a red-faced 
warning to customers hoping 
for a sexy Christmas with 
their gift pack edition of the 
Kama Suiza: “Do not use tbe 
massage oil." ‘The massag 
oil in the pack may ran* 
irritation to sensitive parts c 
the body," it said in a reca 
notice published in Britis 
newspapers. It asked pui 
chasers to return for a refun 
the gift pack, which coosisi 
ed of a pocket-size copy c 
the Kama Sutra, a liOC 
year-old Indian sex manua 
and some “sensual massag 
oil" 
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